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First and foremost, let me congratulate Past-President
Kathleen Eaton on the completion of her new home and
her move to Arizona!  During her time as president,
Kathleen led the Foundation in delivering two very suc-
cessful state conferences.  Less well known outside the
Foundation Board, Kathleen recognized changes occur-
ring in the county and state Master Gardener programs
and led the Board in reorganizing the Foundation to
strengthen it and better serve the MG community.
Kathleen’s leadership has transformed the Foundation,

which now enjoys a working board structure that is focused on sharing best practices and sup-
porting the state conferences.  Knowing of her impending move, Kathleen gave us a generous
6 months’ notice of her departure and then redoubled her efforts to help fill the many open
positions on the restructured board.

The re-focusing of the Foundation on advanced education and best practice sharing generated
enthusiasm across the state, but many board members (which now includes up to 3 represen-
tatives from each county) remained reluctant to step into leadership positions.  The log jam
finally broke on February 22nd, when a nearly full slate of officers was elected – including me
as president.  In way of introduction, I am Don Enstrom, Lewis County Master Gardener
class of 2012.  Currently past-president of the Lewis County Foundation, I served 4 years as
our board president.  I retired last year after 38 years in the food industry, the last 13 as a con-
sultant in operations and manufacturing systems.  I inherited a love for gardening from my
father and my appreciation and respect for the land grant universities extension programs
from my mother (who was an active volunteer in the Washington County, OR programs for 4
decades).  I have three adult children and 4 grandkids.  And although I strive to be a Model
Master Gardener, I live in fear that my ineptitude in plant ID will become public knowledge.

So let’s look at what is coming up on the MGFWS agenda.  As a board, our 2019 focus is
strengthening our new structure, and public identity, organizing the 2020 conference, and
building the conference endowment. Regretfully we will not have a 2019 conference, but has-
ten to remind you that we will still be making our annual awards – Master Gardener of the
Year, the Media Award, and the Ed LaCrosse Distinguished Service Award.  Your nomina-
tions are due June 3rd (http://mgfws.org/Awards.aspx ).  There are so many deserving MGs
in our state – they just need you to nominate them!

In building our State Foundation’s strength and capabilities, we have several initiatives under-
way.  We will be rebuilding our web page (MGFWS.org), creating a dedicated conference web
page, building an effective social media presence, developing our solicitation ‘tool kit’ (case
statement, brochures, elevator pitches, potential sponsors & donor lists, (Continued on page 4)

From the President
~~Don Enstrom, MGFWS President

In This Issue

From the President 1

From the Program
Coordinator 2

Ellen A’Key Grant 3

Iris photo by Erin
Landon Grays Harbor

County Master
Gardener

We now have a
calendar!  Please

check the calendar for
deadlines, meetings,
and events in various

counties.

May 2018 Volume 18, Issue 2

http://mgfws.org
http://mastergardener.wsu.edu/mgfws/
http://mastergardener.wsu.edu/mgfws/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/jenkardux/11607662464/in/photolist-iFJiDs-mUF4S3-qtMfDi-qD1c8V-zU4HD-7fMLPN-92LZND-qVqx6V-dFtRYG-k5wit6-dNuuLw-4c1q2v-5TE5bS-5X2ytP-cdzMM-dNoVpV-ke5zwp-dTj7Dd-95uFYJ-5WYh9U-gVdCif-qVgDLT-7pcevJ-qVmKN3-dbcpES-qYzR7t-r98mJT-4p4NsE-93tdbu-4ACiZL-bp3HCn-dPEy2Z-7tFJHB-ke5i1P-dNsdvk-7up97J-7psFaC-7qtjdV-dN8sWb-4yNxYK-qCRG8C-7tTqV8-4otZcX-8XWjTu-j8gTrf-Dfc5CM-5PLCH5-4c1q3v-egfgUq-7tBShK
http://mgfws.org/Calendar.aspx
https://www.flickr.com/photos/jenkardux/11607662464/in/photolist-iFJiDs-mUF4S3-qtMfDi-qD1c8V-zU4HD-7fMLPN-92LZND-qVqx6V-dFtRYG-k5wit6-dNuuLw-4c1q2v-5TE5bS-5X2ytP-cdzMM-dNoVpV-ke5zwp-dTj7Dd-95uFYJ-5WYh9U-gVdCif-qVgDLT-7pcevJ-qVmKN3-dbcpES-qYzR7t-r98mJT-4p4NsE-93tdbu-4ACiZL-bp3HCn-dPEy2Z-7tFJHB-ke5i1P-dNsdvk-7up97J-7psFaC-7qtjdV-dN8sWb-4yNxYK-qCRG8C-7tTqV8-4otZcX-8XWjTu-j8gTrf-Dfc5CM-5PLCH5-4c1q3v-egfgUq-7tBShK
http://mgfws.org
http://mastergardener.wsu.edu/mgfws/
http://mastergardener.wsu.edu/mgfws/
mailto:erinlandonMT@gmail.com


Seeds For Thought - A Newsletter of the Master Gardener Foundation of Washington State Erin Landon, Editor

Seeds for Thought Page 2

WSU Master Gardener Program Vision
~~Jennifer Marquis, Statewide Coordinator

A little over a year ago, I introduced myself as the interim coordinator for the WSU
Extension Master Gardener program.  Today, I am pleased to tell you that I have accepted
the permanent, full-time position.  I will officially begin the permanent role on May 1,
2019. As your statewide program leader, I see it as my job to serve all coordinators and
volunteers so all of you have the tools and resources you need to do your jobs.  After all, it
is each of you who are the face of our beloved WSU and you who make WSU look good!
A team approach to leading the WSU Master Gardener program forward will remain as it
engages multiple levels of WSU Extension leadership and provides efficient and effective
access to needed people and resources.  My vision for our program dovetails with the
long-time published vision of our program.  The WSU Extension MG program is the
nation’s leading MG program, supported at the state and local levels, that trains volunteers
to be effective community educators in gardening and environmental stewardship. To
achieve this vision, we must have a cohesive statewide program of highly trained,
competent and engaged volunteers who:
    • Know and understand our program’s purpose
    • Know, understand and can explain how what they do supports the educational

mission of WSU, Extension, and the Master Gardener program
    • Support the telling of a compelling and impactful story
    • Are a household name and a go-to resource
    • Are empowered to develop, implement & evaluate mission and vision achieving programming

Vision achievement depends on leadership.  I want to make it very clear that each and every one of us are leaders in our
own right.  As the leader of the WSU Extension Master Gardener program, it is my job to inspire each of you to see the
vision, engage in the vision and help to achieve the vision.  My focus will be on serving the program coordinators, so
they have the necessary skills, tools, and resources to support you.

A vision describes leadership’s aspirations for the future; the ultimate destination for an organization.  It may seem like
Pie in the Sky to some, but it is a place that leadership has researched and truly believes is a realistic destination.  A vision
sets the tone for daily work and decision making.  Visions put organizations on a wide path toward the ultimate
destination.  Clearly and regularly communicated visions create culture. Culture influences work habits and norms.  Work
habits and norms on the right path achieve the vision.

As a leader in your local county, I ask you to use this vision as a guide for your daily work. Print it, post it, and use it
daily.  Ask yourself, “Is the task I am doing right now helping to achieve the program’s vision?” When everyone truly
believes in a big picture purpose and uses the vision as a beacon that drives everyday work, a culture is created and vision
is achieved.  The leadership team is excited about the next ten years of the WSU Master Gardener program.
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The Master Gardener Foundation of King County (MGFKC) is looking for grant program applicants! We wish to support
Master Gardener organizations in all counties of Washington State. MGFKC awards up to $1500 each year to a Master
Gardener program with a great idea for a project. Particular consideration will be given to smaller counties where support
dollars might be sparse. The deadline is July 1, 2019, and MGFKC welcomes all applications. This grant money is meant to
be used! Apply this year!

There have been many enthusiastic responses in the last four years. Pend Oreille Master Gardeners were awarded the 2015
A’Key grant in order to renovate and repair an abandoned garden and greenhouse, which will be used to teach and
demonstrate WSU research-based procedures and gardening practices. The 2016 A’Key award went to the Master
Gardeners of Grant/Adams County. They proposed establishing a Seed Library to be located in the Ephrata Community
Library. This will ensure that a diverse seed selection will be available to local gardeners at no cost. Eventually these Master
Gardeners want to make the Seed Library self-supporting, with those seed borrowers encouraged to return viable seeds to
the Library. The 2017 A’Key winner were the Skagit County Master Gardeners, who proposed an outreach program to
their Latino communities to ask what their food needs might be. SCMG anticipated those needs would require information
provided in Spanish and will pair with organizations such as Community Action Skagit County and Skagit County Valley
College to help with translating WSU recommended approaches and materials. Last year, Whatcom County was the 2018
A’Key grant winner. They proposed a Grow Your Own Groceries pilot project in order to reduce this area’s food insecurity
problem. Classes will be starting shortly.

The 2018 applications were excellent, and it was a tough choice for the selection committee. MGFKC wants to thank those
counties who submitted applications last year and encourage them to consider applying again this year.

Joint programs with other nonprofits or public agencies are eligible too, provided that all funds are donated to and
administered by the respective county’s Master Gardener program. Application
forms and information are available on the websites of the State Foundation
(MGFWS) and MGFKC (http://www.mgfkc.org/resources/ellen-akey-grant),
through your county program director or from Jennifer Marquis, Interim State
Program Coordinator.

The A’Key Memorial Grant program was developed to foster innovation and
creativity, stimulate problem-solving and creative solutions, encourage a sense of
unity and community among all Master Gardeners in the state, and to make
possible programs that otherwise might struggle or never be able to progress
beyond the planning stage.

CONTACT:

Jennifer Marquis, Interim State Program Coordinator, jgmarquis@wsu.edu

Bob Connor, A’Key Grant Committee Chair, bobtconnor@gmail.com

Mailing Address:

c/o MG Program Coordinator
Box 354115
Seattle WA 98195-4115

2019 Ellen A’Key Memorial Grant: Fostering Great Gardening Ideas
~~Bob Connor - King County Master Gardener

Ephrata Library, Home of the
Grant/Adams County MG Seed Library
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etc.) and strengthening our ties to WSU Extension.  We now have a flat structure with many representatives, so everyone
has a say in the decisions and then everyone puts shoulder to the wheel to get things done.  And our new State Coordina-
tor Jennifer Marquis brings a tremendous amount of knowledge, skills, experience and energy to the MG program.  Cou-
pled with WSU Extension’s organizational changes, we can expect to see our Master Gardener experience grow in quality
and enjoyment.

We already have a blue ribbon committee assembled for the 2020 Conference in Port Townsend.  Under the leadership of
C-J Nielsen and Kathy Brenberger, facilities have been reserved and teams have been formed.   AEC2020 is on track to
deliver top quality advanced education opportunities at a very affordable price.  While a great deal of work is under way,
there is more that needs to be tackled and additional volunteers are needed.  Please consider joining us!

A major change in the operation of the conference is to eliminate the financial risk and workload historically suffered by
the host county.  In the new model, conference facilities, scheduling, programming, finances, and publicity are State Foun-
dation responsibilities.  Local counties are encouraged to take an active role (particularly with local attractions & events),
but they no longer carry the burden of running the entire conference.  In order to pull off this change, we need to build up
our endowment to ensure consistent funding for annual conferences in future years.  Our endowment is handled by the
WSU Foundation, so donations are safely preserved and income from the endowment is assured.  It will take time to build
this endowment, so we also need to go after sponsorships, grants, and any other form of near term funding.  Please con-
sider helping, particularly as a partner in approaching businesses and other potential donors in your county.

In closing, I’d like to share the following thought:  Whether it is conducting plant clinic, serving on a county foundation
board, tending a demo garden, mentoring a trainee, running a plant sale, serving on the state board, or teaching a class; we
all draw from the same limited group of MG volunteers.  We all became master gardeners because we love gardening,
teaching, volunteering, and spending time with like-minded folks.  But after a few years, we can fall into a routine where
that initial excitement can wane.  I challenge each of us to step out of our comfort zone and try something new, particular-
ly outside of our home counties.  There are many opportunities to meet new people and share experiences, to utilize the
skills and knowledge you’ve gained over the years, and to bolster the fun and reward you enjoy as a WSU Master Gardener
volunteer!

Warm Regards - Don

(Continued from page 1)

Hawthorn by Erin Landon

~~Bob Connor - King County Master Gardener
Save the Date - 2020 Conference

The 2020 Master Gardener Advanced
Education Conference is scheduled for
October 1-3, 2020 at historic Fort Worden
in Port Townsend, WA.  Look for
additional information coming up!
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Seeds for Thought is a quarterly publication of  the Master Gardener Foundation of  Washington State (MGFWS)
Published February, May, August & November

Officer Name County Email address
President Don Enstrom Lewis presidentmgfws@gmail.com
Executive Vice President Paul McKenna Island P_mckenna@att.net
Secretary John Strong Yakima secretaryMGFWS@gmail.com
Financial Officer Alan Smith Chelan asmith@linderandgoetz.com
Treasurer Margaret Morris Yakima Mmorris0615@hotmail.com
Conference Co-Chair C-J Nielsen Island cjnielesen2@gmail.com
Conference Co-Chair Kathy Brenberger Benton-Franklin kbrenberger@frontier.com
Development Director Patty Dion Yakima developmentmgfws@gmail.com
Past President Kathleen Eaton Snohomish/AZ kmleaton@me.com
WSU MG Program Leader Jennifer Marquis WSU jgmarquis@wsu.edu
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