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Here we are in the midst of spring, preparing for plant sales,
scheduling summer clinics, and congratulating a whole new
class of interns. It’s a glorious time for Master Gardeners and
a very busy season.

Thank you to all of you for all that you do! The Master
Gardener Foundation of Washington State is ramping up a
new two-year strategy to serve your needs. The goal is to offer
the State MG conference from an enlarged board comprised

 of many of you talented MG’s, by 2020.

A Request for Proposal for the 2019 State Master Gardener Conference went out last
month due electronically by May 25th and in writing by June 1. This will allow the
committee to review it and make a decision by the June 1 board meeting in Wenatchee.
Apparently, there was a typo in the RFP. The written copy is for the files, and the error in
the date is obviously wrong (2920?!), mia culpa!  We will work from the electronic copies
to expedite the process and verify data and signatures on the hard copies.

As for the rest of the strategy, we plan is to assist and shadow those hosting conferences
and learn as we go, documenting and providing learning going forward as each county has
done for the following county offering a conference. The beauty of the state doing the
conference is that the knowledge will be backed up with each position having a second to
take it over the next year. New opportunities are now available for you to join us in an
active way.

We are currently looking for talent and participation in the following areas:

Information Technology
Financial Officer
Conference Coordinator (2 positions) and many other roles
Historian
Executive Vice-President (2 positions)

The reason two positions are available as Executive Vice President is that I will be
stepping down at the end of September after the conference in Wenatchee. My husband
and I will become “rain birds” moving to Arizona and returning to the Puget Sound area
for summers. Please be assured that I remain committed to  Master Gardeners of
Washington State and this strategy well beyond the time I am here.

(Continued on page 5)
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New WSU Master Gardener Program State Leadership Team
~~Jennifer Marquis, Interim Statewide Coordinator

Thank you volunteers and coordinators for welcoming the WSU Master Gardener
Program statewide interim leadership team of Todd Murray, Jim Kropf, Jana Ferris and
myself, Jennifer Marquis.  The duties of the Program Leader have been divided as follows:
●Project Management: including ongoing grant work, WSU Master Gardener training
manual revisions and publication, Garden Team, and On-line Training– T. Murray and J.
Kropf
●Volunteer Management: including support for WSU Master Gardener Coordinators and
training opportunities to increase volunteer management skills – J. Ferris
●Master Gardener Foundation of Washington State Liaison– Team
●WSU Master Gardener Program Statewide Coordination – J. Marquis Duties include:

● Coordinating late spring county Master Gardener conference
● Liaison work with the State Master Gardener conference in September
● Manage monthly webinars with state coordinators
● Manage coordinators listserv
● Coordinate, answer or delegate county questions to the team members
● Manage monthly newsletter
● Manage compilation of state report
● I’m still coordinating the Chelan/Douglas County Program, too.

Goals of the interim leadership team include:
● Building a team that is engaged in the future success of the statewide MG program
● Defining priorities for the WSU Master Gardener program that are aligned with the WSU Strategic plan.
● Determining the knowledge, skills and abilities required for the statewide WSU Master Gardener Program future

leader or leadership team.

As your new interim statewide coordinator, I was asked to share a little about me.

I have been working with extension for a little over 10 years as the coordinator for the WSU Chelan/Douglas County
Master Gardener program.  I have a bachelor degree in Non-Profit Management and a minor in Environmental Science
from the University of Washington (Go Dawgs!) and am currently working on my Master of Science in Management and
Leadership at Western Governors University.

I grew up vegetable gardening in Issaquah, WA.  Both my grandfathers were a horticulturists-one focused on vegetables
and ornamentals and the other on tree fruit.  I suppose you could say gardening is a part of who I am, but most
important to me is stewardship of the natural resources that allow us to grow our own food.

I feel lucky to be working in a program that allows me to put both my passions for environmental stewardship and
people into practice every day. There is nothing more satisfying than watching a diverse group of individuals become a
synergistic team who work together to accomplish WSU Master Gardener program goals.

The future of the WSU Master Gardener program is bright and full of opportunity. More than 4000 volunteers across
the state of Washington share their time and talents with people in the communities they live in reaching 111,000 people
statewide. I cannot wait to see what the future holds!
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Brown Marmorated Stink Bug
~~Elizabeth H. Beers and Adrian T. Marshall, WSU Tree Fruit

Halyomorpha halys Stål (Heteroptera: Pentatomidae)

There are ca. 200 species of stink bugs in the US, 51 of which can be found
in Washington.  Some are beneficial (predators), but many are pests. Brown
marmorated stink bug (Halyomorpha halys Stål) is an invasive pest from
Asia, whose native range is China, Korea, and Japan.  It was first found in
the US in Pennsylvania in the mid-1990s, and in the Pacific Northwest
(Portland) about 2004.  Washington populations were first established in
Vancouver (across the Columbia River from Portland), and have since
spread north along the I-5 corridor. To date, brown marmorated stink bug
has been recorded in 14 counties in Washington, with the majority of finds
occurring in western Washington, along the Columbia River east to Walla
Walla, and in Yakima.

While it has many features in common with native stink bug pests, damage
potential from brown marmorated stink bug is considered higher due to its
broad host range and ability to reproduce through two generations on tree

fruits.  In the eastern US, high levels of damage are associated with immigration from nearby deciduous wooded areas,
which are absent in most parts of the semi-arid interior of PNW fruit growing regions.  West of the Cascades, especially in
the Willamette Valley of Oregon, brown marmorated stink bug is well established, and is now considered a commercial
pest of hazelnuts. Although its potential for damage in semi-arid areas has not yet been determined, brown marmorated
stink bug is classed as an agricultural and nuisance pest in the PNW.

Hosts
Brown marmorated stink bug has a very broad host range, and is known to feed on a wide range of tree fruits, ornamentals,
field crops, and fruiting vegetables. Apples are considered a high-risk crop, and while pears have been less studied in the
eastern US, they also appear to be at risk.  Peaches are also among the highest risk crops; however, the effect on cherries,
apricots and plums has not been as well studied.  The high percentage of the US apple, pear, and sweet cherry production
in the western US (versus the eastern US where brown marmorated stink bug has been established longer) has made the
risk level harder to gauge.

Damage
The damage is the same as that caused by native stink bugs, however, in the case of brown marmorated stink bug, the
nymphs may cause considerable damage.  The proboscis is inserted into the fruit, and salivary secretions form a stylet
sheath, which is visible when the fruit is sliced.  The entry point of the stylets on the surface is also visible as a tiny
puncture. The injury may not be immediately apparent, but develops over time.  In apples, a brownish depression may
form around the feeding site.  Damage may be visible at harvest, but becomes even more apparent during long-term
storage.
Feeding sites on some crops (e.g., peaches, nectarines, apricot) may have gummosis extruding from the wound.  In peaches,
early feeding causes deformity and internal necrosis, and the appearance of damage may depend on the period of fruit
maturity in which the damage occurred.  Damage on cherries is characterized by a puncture on the surface, but internal
damage has not been well studied.

This article was originally published online in 2017.  The complete text of the article can be found on WSU’s website.

Adult Brown Marmorated Stink Bug on cherry
 (E. Beers)

http://www.tfrec.wsu.edu/pages/bmsb
http://www.stopbmsb.org/where-is-bmsb/state-by-state/
http://treefruit.wsu.edu/crop-protection/opm/brown-marmorated-stink-bug/
mailto:erinlandonMT@gmail.com


Seeds For Thought - A Newsletter of the Master Gardener Foundation of Washington State Erin Landon, Editor

Seeds for Thought Page 4

Dr. Universe: Why do weeds grow sooo fast?  – Leah, 9, British Columbia

Dear Leah,
If you’re like me, you’ve picked up a little dandelion fluff ball and blown the seeds
around. Weeds like these make a lot of seeds. They get picked up by the wind and
planted far and wide. And as you observe, they grow pretty fast, too.

My friend Tim Miller is a researcher at Washington State University working to help stop
weeds from making life difficult for plants we would rather have. Sometimes, weeds are
bullies to other plants.

“Weeds are simply plants that are able to compete well with the plants we want to grow,”
Miller said. “Imagine two plants growing side by side. Let’s say one is a squash and one is a weed.”

He explained that these plants compete for resources both of them need to grow: sunlight, water, nutrients, and space.

“The weed is able to grab those resources before the vegetable plant can get them, so they tend to grow a little faster and a
little better than the vegetable does,” Miller explained.

A race to the top
The weed seeds are already in the garden soil. They wait for just the right temperature and moisture conditions. So, when
you plant your seeds, the weeds race out of the ground before whatever you planted can even get started.

Sometimes gardeners help their vegetables by growing them in pots and then transplanting them into the garden. That gives
the veggie a head start against the weed.

Miller said some weeds grow from a root that has been alive for many years. These kinds of plants are called perennials.
The grasses in your lawn are also perennials. Perennial weeds grow especially fast and are much harder to kill than annuals,
which have to grow from seed every year.

Perennial roots have lots of energy in them from previous years of growth. Miller explained that energy helps the shoots
grow very quickly. This makes perennial weeds particularly hard to control.

Seeds in the breeze
Dandelions are one kind of perennial. Each dandelion fuzz ball has as many as 100 seeds that travel in the wind. If a
dandelion plant makes 10 flower heads, that’s 1,000 seeds waiting to sprout wherever they land. How many dandelions do
you think you have in your lawn? If there are 50 plants, just think of those 50,000 new dandelions that can sprout from all
those seeds. It’s no wonder weeds are so hard to control.

While they may be bullies to plants, weeds have also inspired some interesting ideas. The engineer who invented Velcro was
inspired by those prickly weed burrs that stuck to his clothes and his dog’s fur. You never know what might inspire a great
idea or when that idea will strike.

Sincerely,
Dr. Universe

Why Do Weeds Grow Soooo Fast?
~~Dr. Universe
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Seeds for Thought is a quarterly publication of  the Master Gardener Foundation of  Washington State (MGFWS)
Published February, May, August & November

Officer Name County Email address
President Kathleen Eaton Snohomish presidentmgfws@gmail.com
Secretary John Strong Yakima strongware@me.com
Treasurer Margaret Morris Yakima Mmorris0615@hotmail.com
VP Peninsula Candice Gohn Jefferson cgohn@embarqmail.com
VP Northwest Linda Bergquist Whatcom lbergquist41@gmail.com
VP Southwest MaryJo Christensen Lewis christensenmj@comcast.net
VP Metro Carolyn Carlson Snohomish dodecarlson@peoplepc.com
VP Eastern Kathy Brenberger Benton-Franklin kbrenberger@frontier.com
WSU MG Program Leader Jennifer Marquis WSU jgmarquis@wsu.edu

Best wishes for your plant sales and summer clinics.  Please consider joining us at our board meeting in Wenatchee
on June 1, 9:30 am – 2 pm. RSVP to John Strong secretarymgfws@gmail.com.

Kathleen LaFrancis Eaton
President, Master Gardener Foundation of Washington State

(Continued from page 1)
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