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We now have a
calendar!  Please

check the calendar for
deadlines, meetings,
and events in various

counties.

Happy New Year!

Thank you all for everything you are doing and all that
you have given up to serve as Master Gardeners in 2017! We
have high hopes for a wonderful 2018. Many changes are in
process at this time.

The first is that Nicole Martini, State Lead for Master
Gardeners, announced her resignation effective January 1, 2018,

at our November board meeting. With thanks for her four and a
half years of service to the MG Program, we wish her well in her next endeavor pursuing a
Ph.D. at Kansas State University.

Todd Murray has assured coordinators of continued commitment to the program with
an intent to hire an Interim State Lead until a permanent State Lead can be hired. In the
mean-time these duties will be split between two people as follows:

Jim Kropf        Natural Resources Program Director
            Director of County Administration

Interim Director– WSU Pierce County Extension
College of Agriculture, Human, and Natural Resources Sciences WSU

  Extension

Eric Larsen        WSU Extension Volunteer Development Specialist
              WSU Extension Youth and Families
              College of Agricultural, Human, and Natural Resource Sciences

Coordinators have been advised whom to contact for each function and regular
communication will continue. This is good news!

Within the foundation, we’ve made considerable progress in reorganizing and revising
bylaws to better accomplish our mission. Our next board meeting is March 30 from 9:30 –
3:30 at the Everett Extension offices in the Cougar auditorium. Please send your board
members and an alternate, perhaps your foundation President. We are encouraging a strong
presence and a working board.

Currently, MGFWS is seeking active MGs who would are interested in filling the
following roles:

(Continued on page 5)
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From the President
~~Kathleen LaFrancis Eaton, MGFWS President
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Sharing Our Roots 2018 Conference Update
~~Debra Benbow  2018 Conference Chair

2017 Conference Update
~~David James, 2017 Conference Presenter

“I wanted to let you know that one of the tagged
Monarchs I released after my presentation at the MG
conference in Yakima in September was found recently in
California! It was found in an overwintering colony in
Bolinas, Marin County on November 18 among about 3000
other Monarchs. This is a distance of 611 miles SSW from
Yakima.  Its not often that we get a return on a Monarch
released at a media event!”

The Master Gardener Foundation of Chelan County is excited to host the 2018 WSU Master Gardener Conference. The
conference will be held in beautiful Wenatchee, Washington, September 26-29, 2018.

Classes will include a wide range of topics applicable to both Eastern and Western Washington. There will be three general
sessions, as well as twenty-four classes scheduled for Thursday through Saturday covering a wide range of subjects, such as
pollinators, youth programs, fire recovery, firewise urban considerations, propagating native plants, use of drones in
farming, personalizing your landscape design, landscape lighting, water rights in Washington State, weeds, garden art,
working with people, organic gardening, pesticides, and hazardous trees.

Several optional tours will be offered Wednesday afternoon and Thursday morning, including a wine tour, garden tours,
hikes, and a fire recovery tour. Some of the tours will include a CE component. We are also exploring offering some art
classes, both art from the garden and art for the garden. Watch for more announcements!

New to the 2018 conference is a photo contest. Our team is working out the details, but it will be open to all WSU Master
Gardeners (conference attendance is not required).

We are excited by our keynote speaker, Adam Schwerner, currently Director of Horticulture and Resort Enhancement for
the Disneyland Resort in Anaheim, California. Prior to his work in Anaheim, he was the director of the Chicago Park
District’s multidisciplinary Department of Cultural and Natural Resources, where he spearheaded the District’s highly
successful initiatives that forged bold, inclusive connections between the arts and Chicago’s neighborhoods by increasing
arts presence – in all its permutations – throughout Chicago’s parks. His keynote address will explore the connections
between gardens, art, and communities.

If you haven’t already, be sure to check out the Conference website www.sharingourroots.org .  By January we’ll start
populating the website with speakers and topics, as well as the photo contest and other information as it becomes available.
Registration will open online on April 1. Full early bird registration will be $199. There will be a small fee for the pre-
conference tours and art classes.

Dr James releasing 90 Monarch butterflies at the conference.
Photo courtesy KAPP TV Yakima

www.sharingourroots.org
mailto:erinlandonMT@gmail.com
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Twenty people attended a biodegradable mulch
field day event at Jim Baird’s Cloudview Farm,
Ephrata, on October 13, 2017. Using a mulch
laying machine, four commercially available
products were spread (laid) in 135-foot-long rows
on May 25, 2017. Mulches used were standard
polyethylene black plastic, Weedguard Plus paper
mulch (a Sunshine Paper Company product),
Organix AG, a polylactic acid and petroleum-based
mulch blend, and Bioagri’s cornstarch-based
mulch. The purpose of the October demonstration
was to compare the mulches with one another and
to incorporate the biodegradable mulches into the
soil, using a variety of cultivation methods, and
watching to see if and how long it takes for them
to decompose into the soil.

The Cloudview farm was the focal point for the follow-up field
demonstration to evaluate mulch performance through the growing
season. The mulches were provided to Cloudview as part of a tri-
university USDA SCRI (Specialty Crop Research Initiative) 5-year
biodegradable mulch research study with the Columbia Basin trial as
the lone case study farm for Washington state in 2017. WSU
researchers/extension specialists Jeremy Cowan, Jessica Goldberger,
Katie Denzman, and Chris Benedict led the Cloudview effort to
collect perceptions, observations, and ideas and create a video about
how well the mulches do.

To qualify as an accepted use in the national organic program the
products are required to be 100% biodegradable, break down by 90%
or more within 2 years, utilize no prohibited substances (like
petroleum-based ingredients), and include no genetically modified
components. While the paper mulch meets the national organic
standard and completely disintegrates, the other products are not
considered fully biodegradable and do not currently meet the National
Organic Program standards. Since most products, including oxo-
degradable plastics, contain petroleum based components, it may not
be possible for any product (except paper) to meet the NOP standard

unless that standard changes.

The grower, Josh Ewert, talked about his efforts in working with the
mulch materials. Mulched crops included melons, squash, and
zucchini. For example, laying them out requires (Continued on page 6)

Biodegradable Mulch Demonstration Day
~~Mark Amara - Grant-Adams County Master Gardener

Jeremy Cowan introduced the group to the project, identified mulches, and
discussed the requirements that mulches should have to meet the national

organic standard. Photo credit: Mark Amara

The non-biodegradable polyethylene plastic mulch
was rolled up and discarded as it is known for its inability

to break down. Photo credit: Mark Amara

mailto:erinlandonMT@gmail.com
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 Landowners in the “wood basket” of the state
learned how to protect their forests and preserve
local watershed and salmon health at the recent
Steve Stinson Legacy Forest Owners Field Day,
held August 19 near Oakville.

Southwest Washington is the timber center of
Washington state, with over one million acres of
non-industrial, private forests controlled by 40,000
families. This region is also rich with all stocks and
species of salmon, and is vital to Pacific Northwest
salmon recovery efforts. The project is helping
landowners protect and improve watershed health
and productivity of both aquatic and terrestrial
systems so that thriving salmon populations
continue to coexist with a healthy wood products
industry.

Here, the Chehalis Basin Landscape-Scale
Restoration (LSR) project is being executed by WSU
and partner agencies, with the purpose of significantly increasing the amount of “family forest” land being managed
sustainably under written Forest Stewardship Plans.

WSU provides overall leadership in educational programs and supports technical assistance outreach provided by the
Forest Stewardship Program of the Washington Department of Natural Resources and the Grays Harbor Conservation
District.

The Steve Stinson Legacy Field Day was held to help landowners protect and enhance soils, productivity of timber and
non-timber products, fish and wildlife habitat, forest health, cultural resources, and more. Landowners had the chance to
attend up to six one-hr sessions, seeking answers to questions like “Is my forest healthy? How would I know? During a
timber sale, what’s my fair share? Can I log without trashing my woods? Where do I go for help?”

Two-hundred landowners seeking forest stewardship advice were able to select their learning path from the two dozen
different classes being taught.

This field day is one of several offered throughout the summer in both eastern and western Washington. Each field day
helps to convey both locally relevant and emerging issue information, along with more fundamental and technical
“here’s how to” instructions. The field days serve to unite landowners with products and services that help them achieve
their forest management needs.

Read more about the Stinson field day in the Centralia Chronicle.

Read more about upcoming forestry workshops and field days at forestry.wsu.edu

WSU Extension Forester Andy Perleberg leads the “Measuring
Your Trees” class, one of a two-part session on forest inventory.

Field Day helps preserve Washington’s “wood basket’
~~Andy Perleberg, WSU Extension Forester

http://www.chronline.com/news/family-forestry-event-in-oakville-shines-light-on-best-practices/article_d6bcc28e-8a1b-11e7-8b2a-ef1abe98a09a.html
http://forestry.wsu.edu/
mailto:erinlandonMT@gmail.com
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Executive Vice-President – Responsible for filling in for the President, fundraising at the endowment level,
ensures that all committees are doing their jobs, succeeds the president.

Financial Officer – Responsible for overseeing foundation accounting, taxes, conference and foundation financial
review, managing endowment cash flow, approximately 25 hours/month.

Conference Director and Conference Co-Director – Duties to be split between the two positions, co-director to
succeed director, Responsible for securing and contracting conference site, banquet contracts, lodging arrangements,
speakers, and MOA with WSU. Creating, recruiting and overseeing the committees necessary to run conference.
Soliciting conference sponsors. Approximately 30/mon but seasonal.

Communications Officer – Responsible for MGFWS branding and all communications for the conference, to
audiences such as the public, the website, oversees social media and the newsletter, makes recommendations about
technology, advertising, and branding on logoed products.  Approximately 20 hours/month and could be seasonal
around the conference.

Social Media Editor - Responsible for posting on Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest, and keeping Google calendar up-
to-date. Solicit input from counties for content. Approximately 12-15 hours/month.

Some of these roles have been filled before and others have traditionally been contracted at the county level.
Our plan is to create continuity and reduce the overall workload and cost of putting on a conference to benefit everyone.
Please contact me (presidentmgfws@gmail.com) if you are interested in one of these fulfilling board roles. We look
forward to the possibility of working with you!

As always, we invite input from Master Gardeners throughout the state. We look forward to hearing what you
think and making this the best working state foundation possible. It occurred to me recently that we are only four years
from the 50th anniversary of Master Gardeners! Let’s work together make that celebration one to remember.

(President’s Message Continued from page 1)

Seeds for Thought is a quarterly publication of  the
Master Gardener Foundation of  Washington State (MGFWS)

Published February, May, August & November

Officer Name County Email address
President Kathleen Eaton Snohomish presidentmgfws@gmail.com
Secretary John Strong Yakima strongware@me.com
Treasurer Margaret Morris Yakima Mmorris0615@hotmail.com
VP Peninsula Candice Gohn Jefferson cgohn@embarqmail.com
VP Northwest Linda Bergquist Whatcom lbergquist41@gmail.com
VP Southwest MaryJo Christensen Lewis christensenmj@comcast.net
VP Metro Carolyn Carslson Snohomish
VP Eastern Kathy Brenberger Benton-Franklin kbrenberger@frontier.com
WSU MG Program Leader Vacant WSU

mailto:presidentmgfws@gmail.com
mailto:strongware@me.com
mailto:Mmorris0615@hotmail.com
mailto:cgohn@embarqmail.com
mailto:lbergquist41@gmail.com
mailto:christensenmj@comcast.net
mailto:kbrenberger@frontier.com
mailto:nmartini@wsu.edu
mailto:erinlandonMT@gmail.com
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the ground to be adequately prepared (too much crop residue can
puncture/stress the mulch when it is laid and too little may make the
ground more susceptible to wind erosion). The ground must be level for
a good uniform stretched unit, and securing the edges is a must to avoid
the mulch blowing up or tearing. On this point, Ewert did not see any
apparent differences between the mulches. Each mulch helped with weed
control early in the season until a canopy cover was obtained, though a
few of them began degrading within about 3 months after installation.
Weeds became a particular issue late in the summer as the mulches began
tearing further, splitting or ripping.
At the October 13, 2017, demonstration day, the plastic drip tape was
first pulled up, and the polyethylene mulch was rolled up and discarded.
The other rows were mowed to remove vegetal material and then
rototilled to about 4-5 inches deep. Scraps and shreds of mulch were still
visibly present after the tillage on all but the paper mulch, which seemed
to have nearly completely degraded. Subsequently in November and
December 2017, 2 tons/acre of composted mint were incorporated and a
winter pea-triticale mix was planted as a cover crop. Then, in the spring
2018, mulch degradation will be re-evaluated before deciding what crop(s)
to plant. Jeremy Cowan noted that the compost and cover crops help accelerate microbial action and will most likely help
the mulches break down into microscopic pieces that are no longer observable.

The mulches show promise though their rates of degradation will need to be evaluated to determine if/how they can meet
the NOP standards. And cost may be a determining factor since biodegradable mulches are 2-5 times more expensive than
plastic mulch. All in all, the case study was an opportunity to test commercially available mulches on real farm situations.
Though mulches are being utilized for commercial farm situations, they are also applicable and available for home
gardeners.

Pend Oreille Demonstration Garden (Continued from page 3)

March State Master Gardener Foundation Board Meeting Update
~~John Strong, Board Secretary MGFWS

An unavoidable conflict has arisen as regards the date of our March State Master Gardener Foundation Board Meeting.
Please adjust your calendars and plan to attend this meeting in Everett on Friday, March 30th from 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Sorry for any confusion or difficulty this may cause.  We will attempt to allow online attendance and if it works out, the
details will be provided when the meeting agenda is distributed.

The ad hoc committee for the re-organization of the State Board and functions, as was discussed at our November
meeting, has met and will be presenting their proposal for making our board more functional.   Necessary changes to the
bylaws will also be presented.  Complete agenda and documents will follow as they become available.

If, as suggested, you have recruited additional representatives to this Board from your counties, please invite them to
attend also!

Tractor rototills mulch into soil after the growing
season. Photo credit: Mark Amara

mailto:erinlandonMT@gmail.com
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Building Environmental Stewardship

CABIN
FEVER

Gardening Conference

Saturday
March 24, 2018

CenterPlace Regional Event Center
Spokane Valley, WA

Tickets $75 at MGFSC.org

mailto:erinlandonMT@gmail.com

