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I hope your holidays were wonderful and that the New Year is off to a great start for you! First, 

just a reminder that it’s very important that you’ve logged your volunteer hours for 2014. I will 

need those numbers for the 2014 State Master Gardener Program report that is submitted to 

WSU Extension and USDA NIFA (United States Department of Agriculture-National Institute of 

Food and Agriculture). To date 3,249 of you have recorded your hours. Thank you!  

Now onto some good news. I am excited to share with you some of the happenings that affect 

Master Gardeners statewide. The first, and most important, is that I want to make sure you are 

all aware of the new WSU gardening website (gardening.wsu.edu). The gardening-website 

team hosted a webinar in November to introduce you to the new website. Despite the technical 

difficulties we encountered, the vast majority of the Master Gardeners who attended indicated 

they were pleased with the webinar. Please keep in mind that the new gardening website is the 

go-to source for gardening information for Master Gardeners, as it contains only up-to-date, 

peer-reviewed information. It is important to remember that we use only scientifically based 

information when helping clients. This is what separates Master Gardeners from other garden-

ing groups and makes the program a credible source of information. So, please use and enjoy 

the new gardening website. If you missed the webinar in November, I invite you to view the archived webinar on the “I am a Master 

Gardener Volunteer” page at the State Master Gardener Program website: http://mastergardener.wsu.edu/for-master-gardeners/. 

Speaking of new websites, I think you will all be happy to know that the updated Hortsense website is nearly ready to launch. We an-

ticipate it will debut in mid-February. The new Hortsense website offers many new capabilities that I’m sure you’ll find very useful. You 

can search the database, for instance, and define your search. The bulletins will be available in a printer-friendly format and you’ll be 

able to email a link directly to the relevant bulletin straight from the website. Carrie Foss (WSU Urban IPM Director and manager of 

Hortsense) and her team have been working hard on revising the new website, and they involved Master Gardeners in the process to 

help determine what changes needed to be made. Stay tuned for the debut date of the improved Hortsense website.  

I also want to announce the new state Master Gardener Program Facebook page and Twitter account. Like and follow these sites for 

statewide happenings, continuing-education opportunities, and new research relevant to the MG Program. You can access both sites 

from the state Master Gardener Program website: http://mastergardener.wsu.edu/. 

Thank you for all that you did in 2014. I look forward to reporting all of your accomplishments. Wishing you a fruitful and happy new 

year! 

Greetings, Master Gardeners! 

~~Nicole Martini, WSU Interim Master Gardener Program Leader 
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From the President 

~~George Frey, MGFWS President 

As we start another year there is a lot to look forward to.  Many of us have received our 

seed catalogs and are starting to plan for the coming year.  The fun part of that process is 

that we can grow varieties of different vegetable and flowers than what we find available in 

stores and nurseries. 

We had two new Regional Vice-Presidents elected at the annual meeting in October.  

Linda Berquist was elected Vice President, Northwest Region and Sharon Ballard was 

elected Vice President, Metro Region. 

The 2015 Master Gardener Advanced-Education Conference will be hosted by the Master 

Gardener Foundation of Clark County on September 17th through the 19th at the Hilton in 

Vancouver.  They have put together a great 

slate of speakers and tours.   They have also 

negotiated an excellent room rate with the 

Hilton for us.  If you haven’t attended a 

conference before, this is a great opportunity 

for you experience one.  Registration is 

scheduled to open March 1st. 

Many of you are actively involved with 

community and demonstration gardens in your 

counties. There is a tremendous need for your 

expertise in these gardens.  More and more 

people have an interest in growing their own 

fresh produce.  You have the ability to be a huge asset in helping them accomplish this.   

P
h

o
to

 b
y D

ian
e F

rey
 

http://mastergardener.wsu.edu/mgfws/
http://gardening.wsu.edu/
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What’s Wrong with My Tree? 

~~Dennis Tompkins, Master Gardener, Pierce County 

Certified Arborist and Master Gardener Dennis 

Tompkins inspects a  wood sample for the 

presence of microscopic fruiting structures that 

will verify the presence of laminated root disease . 

This sample of rotted wood 

contained the tiny microscopic setal 

hyphae that verify the presence of 

laminated root disease.  

"Chopping away the bark of a suspect Douglas-fir 

tree reveals the white fungal fan that is 

characteristic of Armillaria root disease . 

Master Gardeners are often faced with questions 

regarding some type of a tree problem.  Unfortunately, 

clinic volunteers are generally limited in being able to 

offer advice on certain kinds of situations. 

There are two categories of tree questions that are 

typically asked at clinics.   

The most common problems generally involve insect 

and disease pests.  By looking at samples and asking 

many questions of homeowners, MG’ers can usually 

identify the culprit and offer potential solutions. 

The second category regarding the health and safety 

of trees represents the more difficult questions to 

address.  To provide a proper diagnosis usually 

requires specialized knowledge and a residential visit 

to inspect a tree of concern.  Therefore, the best 

advice may be to suggest that a homeowner contact a 

knowledgeable professional such as a Certified 

Arborist. 

Understanding these challenges, the following 

information may help MG’ers to ask appropriate 

questions and to guide homeowners toward proper 

action when tree health issues arise. 

Common root problems 

Root diseases are a major cause of tree failures during 

high winds and saturated ground conditions.   

Laminated root rot is a fairly common disease that 

attacks Douglas fir, hemlock, noble and grand fir.  

The fungus is difficult to detect, but can be observed 

with a hand lens in the roots of fallen trees or in bark 

samples by a qualified professional. 

Armillaria root rot can attack the same species plus 

western red cedars and many deciduous species.  

Signs include oozing of sap from the lower trunk, a 

white fan-shaped fungus under the bark or the 

presence of small, stringy and difficult to see 

“rhizomorphs" around the roots. 

Unfortunately, infected trees can appear to be 

perfectly healthy.  Hazard evaluations by Certified 

Arborists are recommended if a root disease has been 

detected in a fallen or stressed tree.  Then nearby trees 

should be closely inspected since the diseases spread 

by root to root contact.   

Construction activity can impact a tree’s roots. 

Most feeder roots that take up moisture and nutrients 

are located within two feet of the surface.  They are 

most numerous near the outer edge of a root system—

usually near or beyond a tree’s drip line.   

Soil compaction by heavy equipment, trenching for 

water or utility lines or changing the grade for 

landscaping can damage or cut important roots.  

Adding soil may change natural drainage patterns 

which can eventually stress or kill trees. 

(Trees, continued on page 12) 



Page 3 Seeds for Thought 

 

 



Page 4 Seeds for Thought 

 

 

Is There News from Your Master Gardener Program? 

Articles Due to Publisher by: For Publication on: 

January 1 February 1 

April 1 May 1 

July 1 August 1 

September 1 October 1 

The Seeds for Thought newsletter offers all county WSU Master Gardener programs and foundations an excellent way to 

publicize your projects and events.  Working with your county’s representative to the Master Gardener Foundation of 

Washington State or with a member of your organization’s leadership, send articles to Mary Shane, Seeds for Thought 

editor, (meshane@comcast.net) according to the following schedule: 

 

~~Sheri Gerhard, WSU Publicity Chair, Whidbey Gardening Workshop 

Puget Sound gardeners from novice to advanced will be able to choose from over 40 classes covering a wide 

array of gardening topics at the day-long Whidbey Gardening Workshop held at Oak Harbor High School, 

Saturday, March 7,  2015.   

The workshop will feature classes in garden care, maintenance and 

design, with a focus on sustainability, including classes on growing 

herbs, vegetables, fruits and ornamental landscape plants and 

flowering perennials. Several sessions will focus on the challenges of 

gardening in the Maritime Northwest and on simplifying the garden 

landscape for easier care and suitability to our climate. 

Instructors have credentials in Horticulture, Agronomy, Biology, 

Hydrogeology, Conservation and Landscape Architecture, and 

include WSU scientists, Master Gardeners with decades of 

experience, area garden service providers, nursery staff, local 

farmers,   professional educators and published authors.  

The workshop will also feature a Gardening Marketplace 

highlighting vendors, nurseries and artisans offering the latest 

plants, garden art, furniture, gardening accessories and books.   

Now in its 27th year, the Whidbey Gardening Workshop is presented 

by the Island County Master Gardener Foundation.  The Master Gardener Program is an outreach and 

education program of Washington State University Extension. 

The Whidbey Gardening Workshop is open to the public and preregistration with opportunity to secure class 

preferences is $40 online beginning February 3 at www.whidbeygardeningworkshop.org. Or call 

360-240-5527 to request a registration packet by mail. $40 advance registration or $45 at the door.  

New This Year:  vegetable gardening 

with children, keeping up in the garden, 

small-space gardening, keeping bluffs and 

hillsides in place, new-to-island gardening, 

greenhouse use, drought-tolerant 

landscaping, sustainable landscapes, 

container planting, outdoor rooms, 

managing weeds and wildlife, designing 

low-maintenance gardens and more! 

Keynote: “Changing Climate and the 

Gardener . . . What Should We Expect?”  

with Nick Bond, Washington State 

Climatologist, a principal research scientist 

with the Joint Institute for the Study of the 

Atmosphere and Ocean/University of 

Washington and regular KUOW Radio 

guest weather reporter. 

mailto:meshane@comcast.net
http://www.whidbeygardeningworkshop.org
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Growing Healthy . . . In South Korea 

~~Laurel Moulton, Master Gardener, Clallam County 

 In September of 2014 I had 

the honor of traveling to South Korea 

to talk about one of Clallam County 

Master Gardeners newest programs, 

Growing Healthy, at the 2014 Korea 

Master Gardener International Confer-

ence, held at the Gyeonggi-Do Agri-

cultural Research and Extension Ser-

vice (GARES) in Dongtan, South Ko-

rea. The conference was held to cele-

brate the launch of the Master Garden-

er Program expansion across South 

Korea and to unite Master Gardeners 

from the U.S. and Korea, and garden-

ers from Japan and Germany. I was 

impressed with how the budding Ko-

rean Master Gardener Program was 

already focusing their sustainable-

garden energy on the needs of a growing urban population, and excited that our Growing Healthy Program might influ-

ence efforts to battle diabetes across the world. The conference included seminars, posters, trips to Master Gardener pro-

ject sites, and a side trip to Jeju Island. Throughout my 10-day trip I 

experienced incredible hospitality, ate some of the best food that 

I’ve ever had, made new friends and picked up inspiration for my 

home garden.  

 The conference was kicked off with media fanfare, local 

dignitaries and an abundance of colorful, fresh food. The day before 

the official conference opened. a seasonal-cooking demonstration 

offered guests a chance to make kimchi, bibimbap and other tradi-

tional Korean foods. Regional media were in attendance, and the 

next day a local paper sported pictures of the event with the head-

line, “Kimchi cooking with the worlds best gardeners.” Even the tea 

was made from colorful ingredients from local gardens! The food 

was delicious, and I got a kick out of being included in the 

“World’s best gardeners” category. The main conference showed a 

unity in gardening trends between Korea, the U.S. and Japan. I at-

tended seminars about efforts to save heirloom crops in Korea, the 

importance of ecology and sustainability in gardening, community 

gardening in urban apartment complexes, partnering to create youth 

gardens, farming/horticultural therapy programs in the U.S. and Korean prisons and horticulture programs for children in 

group foster homes. There were other helpful presentations that focused on what it means to be a volunteer, the im-

portance of mentoring, and building and maintaining an effective MG Program. Between sessions, participants visited 

with fellow Master Gardeners, ate lunches of Korean “sushi” on wooden sitting platforms in the garden and explored the 

GARES research facility.  

After the seminar and poster portions of the confer-

ence, we were treated to tours of local Master Gar-

dener project gardens including a demonstration 

garden at GARES, a middle-school garden, the 

Yeogi Mountain Community Garden (located in a 

low-income neighborhood), and the Pulbit Farm 

“natural playground” garden. All of the food gar-

dens contained a combination of traditional crops, 

like daikon radish, napa cabbage, red chili peppers, 

bright flowers and the use of trellises that dripped 

loofa gourds and bitter melon. South Korea’s warm 

climate meant that persimmon and jujube trees were 

scattered liberally. Gardens were thoughtfully de-

signed to draw the community in, whether they 

were located on school grounds or a former agricul-

(Korea, continued on page 6) 

The author at the Master Gardener Demo Garden at Gyeonggi-Do Agricultural 

Research and Extension Service station.  

Ingredients for making traditional Korean Bibimbap. Bean 

sprouts, thinly sliced egg, sautéed seasonal vegetables, and beef 

are mixed into white rice, and served with traditional Korean 

chili paste. Marigolds and other garden flowers made aromatic 

and colorful tea. Photo by Rick Durham, University of Kentucky 

Cooperative Extension. 

Squash trellised on low growing pine trees at a middle school. 

Squash, bitter melon and loofa were common to see trellised on 

trees, fences and arbors. 
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tural-area-turned-industrial-zone. Container gardens at the local middle school were placed right along the main walkway 

leading to the school, so all of the students could enjoy them every day, whether or not they worked in them. The Yeogi 

Mountain Community Garden had a community meeting room fashioned out of an old shipping container and painted 

bright sunflower-yellow, beckoning from the center of the garden. There were teepee trellises in many of the gardens, 

placed so that children might come and play. 

Although some of my favorite aspects of these 

gardens are out of reach to gardeners in our 

cool climate (oh how I would love to have per-

simmon trees, and have a tunnel trellis sprout-

ing a forest of loofas!) I have committed to try 

growing a small kimchi garden this summer 

that will include daikon radish, napa cabbage, 

and peppers. It will be my small reminder of 

the abundant gardens and fresh food of Korea. 

 I collected garden-design inspiration 

throughout my 10-day trip and delighted in see-

ing current garden styles creating connections 

with historic cultural practices and wild land-

scape. There were immaculately pruned pine 

trees that were just as common to see in free-

way medians as they were to see in palace gar-

dens; narrow rice paddies and fields of vegeta-

bles lined highways and found their ways into 

median strips; squash rambled over retaining walls and down the banks of drainage canals. On Jeju Island we visited an 

unusual high-mountain wetland preserve on Halla Mountain, where I saw small braided streams meandering through a 

meadow dotted with granite boulders, wild purple onions and Ligularia spp., and surrounded by stunted forests of pine 

and Korean dogwoods (Cornus kousa). The moment I saw it, I understood that type of landscape is the inspiration of 

many Korean (and Japanese) gardens. Granite stone bowls and troughs containing small water 

gardens and groups of large turned-over ceramic pots were a common site in gardens. I later saw 

that these bowls and vessels represented mortar bowls used historically to grind grain and old 

kimchi pots and that every family used to pack away kimchi for winter stores. Gardens truly con-

nect the new and old, rural and urban, natural and human made. 

 The most important professional skill learned from participating in this conference was 

adapting a presentation to translation. The conference organizers requested that we turn in our 

project summaries and presentations months before the conference. Many conference participants 

thought the request unusual, but the reason became clear after talking with members of the trans-

lation team. All of our project summaries were translated into Korean for the printed conference 

proceedings, and our presentations were translated in real time for the audience. That is quite an 

undertaking. I was grateful for Growing Healthy’s creator and my co-conspirator, Master Garden-

er Jeanette Stehr-Green, and 

her attention to promptness. 

She garnered thanks from the 

main paper translator for aid-

ing her in her monumental translation task by being the 

only person to turn a summary in by the requested date. 

I usually include a detailed outline, and talking points 

in the notes section of my PowerPoint presentations, 

but I never thought it would be useful for anybody but 

me. We also received thanks from the seminar transla-

tor for writing out the main points of the presentation in 

the notes so that she could do the lion’s share of trans-

lation before the live “performance.” One thing that I 

wish I had thought of earlier was keeping it simpl(er). 

As I attended presentations early in the conference I 

realized that the actual presentation time was quite 

short. owing to the time needed for translating and that 

details that are important in a local presentation may 

(Korea, continued from page 5) 

(Korea, continued on page 9) 

Yeongi Mountain Community Garden. The garden is located on an 

empty lot in the low income housing area that it serves. A repurposed 

shipping container, painted bright yellow, is used for a community 

meeting place. A traditional Korean house makes a striking backdrop to 

the garden. 

Eggplants like you’ve 

never seen! 

Beautifully pruned pine trees at the Gyeonggi-Do Agricultural 

Research and Extension Service station. Pine trees are 

meticulously pruned throughout Korea, even trees growing in 

freeway medians.  



Page 7 Seeds for Thought 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 8 Seeds for Thought 

 

 



Page 9 Seeds for Thought 

 

 

not be relevant when talking to an international audience. Luckily, I presented 

near the end of the conference and had a couple evenings to cut out the unnec-

essary details and simplify my presentation. The presentation was well-

received, and I gained presentation skills that I never knew I needed. I also 

came away with extreme respect to those that perform translation duties.  

 A rapid increase in urban living is the major driver for the new Kore-

an MG Program, and was likely a factor leading to interest in our Growing 

Healthy Program there. Currently 70 percent of the South Korean population 

lives in apartments. Urbanization combined with other factors, such as in-

creased consumption of western foods, have been suggested as causes for the 

growing rates of Type 2 diabetes in South Korea. The incidence of diabetes 

has been climbing to rates nearing those seen in the United States. An analysis 

of the 2010 Korea National Health and Nutrition Examination Survey (the 

most recent report that I could locate) determined that 7.7 percent of Korean 

adults have Type 2 diabetes, and the numbers are continuing to climb. Urbani-

zation changes active lifestyles, makes it more challenging to grow or have access to fresh food and makes connection to 

green spaces more difficult. 

 One statement by a panelist at the conference gave me pause and hangs on in the back of my mind to this day. In 

a panel titled Future of Urban Agriculture in Metropolitan Areas, one of the Korean panelists representing regional agri-

cultural interests said that there was a fear in the agriculture community that Master Gardeners and urban horticulture 

would become so successful that it would put rural farmers out of business. I had to chuckle at the thought of home gar-

deners putting large farms out of business. Imagine that? Master Gardeners have such a reputation that there are farmers 

that fear for their livelihood. They really do. What a wonderful world it would be if we as Master Gardeners could teach 

so many people to grow food in back yards, and containers and community gardens that we could change the whole con-

cept of locally grown. But maybe that’s not such a long shot after all. Since 2011 207 Master Gardeners have been trained 

between Gyeonggi Province (home to Seoul, the capitol of South Korea) and Jeju Island.  Program organizers aim to train 

50,000 additional Master Gardeners across South Korea within the next 10 years. After seeing the community-changing 

gardens and projects that just a handful of Korean Master Gardeners have already made, I think farmers just may need to 

sleep with one eye open.  

(Korea, continued from page 6) 

Growing Healthy participant Oscar 

Scooter Rychlik learning how to read seed 

packets with Master Gardener Laurel 

Moulton. 

Growing Healthy in Clallam County 
~~Jeanette Stehr-Green,  Clallam County Master Gardener  

Growing Healthy was a 15-week project in Port Angeles, Washington, designed to help low-income people with or at 

risk for diabetes to eat healthier, get more exercise and feel better through gardening. The program was based on re-

search that shows that, through growing their own food, children and adults become more invested in what they eat and 

are more likely to make nutritious food choices.  

Growing Healthy included 11 weekly gardening sessions and four cooking classes. Participants worked side-by-side 

with Clallam County Master Gardeners to learn about 

vegetable gardening and to tend plots at the community 

garden. Cooking sessions revolved around using pro-

duce from the garden. All participants had the oppor-

tunity to talk with a nurse educator about diabetes. 

Each session, participants took produce home to share 

with family and friends.   

A diverse group of 16 adults and three older children 

participated in Growing Healthy, including several 

young mothers, a couple of grandparents, and a veter-

an. At the end of the project, participants reported:  

 Eating more fruits and vegetables. 

 Getting more exercise. 

 Feeling more motivated and having more energy.  

Organizers hope to repeat the project next year, tracking blood sugar control and weight more systematically. For more 

information contact Jeanette Stehr-Green, Clallam County Master Gardener at jstehrgreen@q.com. 

Growing Healthy creator Jeanette Stehr-Green (seated, right) 

talking seedling thinning with Growing Healthy participants.  

mailto:jstehrgreen@q.com
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A Special Thank You 

The Master Gardener Foundation of 

Washington State wishes to express 

gratitude and appreciation to donors 

from the Washington State Combined 

Fund Drive, for their donation during 

this quarter. 
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President George Frey Pierce georgefrey@yahoo.com 

Secretary John Strong Yakima strongware47@earthlink.net 

Treasurer Margaret Morris Yakima mmorris0615@hotmail.com  

VP Peninsula Vacant   

VP Northwest Linda Berquist Whatcom lbergquist41@gmail.com  

VP Southwest MaryJo Christensen Lewis christensenmj@comcast.net 

VP Metro Sharon Ballard Pierce 2ballards2@comcast.net 

VP Eastern Kathy Brenberger  Benton-Franklin kbrenberger@frontier.com 

Interim WSU MG 

Program Leader 

Nicole Martini WSU nmartini@wsu.edu 

For the past three years, we Benton-Franklin Master Gardeners have run 

a "Plant a Row for the Hungry" program in our two counties. This 

national program was started by the Garden Writers Association in 

1995. Since then about 20 million pounds of fresh garden produce have 

been donated throughout the USA and Canada. 

Last year in Benton-Franklin Counties, about 600 individual gardeners 

participated in donating about 22,000 pounds of produce to those in 

need in our communities. These donations reduced their grocery bills by 

about $44,000 and provided their families with more fresh, healthy 

produce.  

Master Gardeners solicited and distributed about 6,000 free seed packets 

and 3,000 free transplants to get the gardens growing. In addition, 

Master Gardeners provided technical advice to the gardeners to ensure 

bountiful harvests. And we provided information on 15 donation sites to 

make it easy for the gardeners to find one close to their garden.  

In addition, Master Gardeners helped develop eight new community 

gardens and mentored a total of 20 community gardens this year. These 

gardens yielded about 20,000 pounds of produce, worth another $40,000 

to the community. Three more gardens are already under development 

for this year. 

To start a "Plant a Row" chapter in your county, email the Garden 

Writers Association at PAR@gardenwriters.org or call 703-257-1032. 

To learn more about our experience, contact Bill Dixon at wtdixon3@gmail.com or 509-531-5913. 

Benton-Franklin Master Gardeners Help Feed the Hungry 

~~Bill Dixon,  Master Gardener, Benton-Franklin Counties 

Photo from Bill Dixon 

Benton-Franklin Master Gardener Plant-a-Row Coordinator Bill 

Dixon donates excess produce to a local food bank. 

mailto:meshane@comcast.net
mailto:georgefrey@yahoo.com
mailto:strongware47@earthlink.net
mailto:mmorris0615@hotmail.com
mailto:lbergquist41@gmail.com
mailto:christensenmj@comcast.net
mailto:2ballards2@comcast.net
mailto:kbrenberger@frontier.com
mailto:nmartini@wsu.edu
mailto:nmartini@wsu.edu
mailto:PAR@gardenwriters.org
mailto:wtdixon3@gmail.com
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Indications of problems may not become visible for months or even a few years 

after the damage has occurred.  Weakened trees usually attract insects that tunnel 

through the life-giving cambium layer just beneath the bark and will hasten a 

tree’s death. 

Recent clearing may be bad news. 

Logging or clearing that changes the environment a tree has grown in for decades 

may create life threatening conditions. 

Disturbance of root systems along the edges of cleared areas can weaken trees and 

possibly attract insects.  Loss of protection from neighboring trees can also reduce 

a newly exposed tree’s ability to withstand heavy gusts of wind.   

If tree failures occur following a clearing operation, hazard evaluations of 

remaining trees that have potential man-made targets would be prudent. 

Unhealthy-appearing trees 

Tree crowns will range from those with lush, full, healthy appearing foliage to 

those that have sparse, poor colored leaves or needles.  Trees that do not “look 

happy” are fairly easy to detect. 

Sick-looking trees may indicate the presence of a root disease or some other problem.  

If they have a nearby man-made target, they should be carefully inspected.   

Unfortunately, there are no cures for trees that have root problems or that appear to be dying.  As much as we love our 

trees, sometimes removal is the best solution for maximum 

peace of mind and safety. 

Tree topping should be outlawed! 

First, butchered trees are ugly.  Second, new tops are often 

formed but are usually weakly connected to the main trunk.  

Third, over time the cut surfaces will decay and the new 

sprouts or tops may break out during storms. 

Conifer trees, such as Douglas fir, whose tops are either cut 

out or have broken off usually will have one or more 

branches turn up to form new tops.  Most deciduous trees 

such as maples and plums will grow multiple sprouts.  As 

the new tops grow and become more exposed to the 

elements, they are common sources of breakage during 

severe weather.   

What is a hazard assessment? 

Certified Arborists have the training, experience and credentials to check out the health of trees.  They look for defects, 

the location of targets and several other factors when giving a tree either a clean bill of health or recommending its 

removal.   

Many have earned a qualification as an ISA Tree Risk Assessor through additional training and by passing rigorous 

examinations. 

Dennis Tompkins, is an International Society of Arboriculture (ISA) Certified Arborist, an ISA Qualified Tree Risk 

Assessor and a Master Gardener.  He provides small tree pruning—specializing in Japanese maples—pest diagnosis, 

hazard tree evaluations, tree appraisals and other services for homeowners.  Contact him at 253 863-7469 or email at 

dlt@blarg.net.  Website: www.evergreen-arborist.com. 

(Trees, continued from page 2) 

Conks visible on tree trunks are indicators of 

an interior decay fungus. 

This unusual photo shows a leaning 

tree with conks present along the 

entire trunk.  This tree has severe 

interior decay and is leaning into and 

being held up by neighboring tree. 

mailto:dlt@blarg.net
http://www.evergreen-arborist.com

