
As most of you know, I entered through the back 

door of the presidency. I didn’t run for the office and 

didn’t campaign. In fact, I was happy as a clam 

serving as a regional vice president. My predecessor, 

Judy Porterfield, was just starting her term when she 

was sidelined by medical problems. Two operations 

loomed in her future along with months of 

rehabilitation. She was forced to step down. 

Judy called to tell me the news and to explain a 

special provision in our bylaws. It says that in the 

absence of the president, the most-senior vice 

president (based on length of time in the office of vice president) “shall assume the duties of 

president.” I asked who that would be, and imagine my surprise when she told me it was ME! 

That was almost three and a half years ago. I completed Judy’s term of office and was elected to 

another two-year term. What a ride it has been!  

I always knew Master Gardeners were a hard-working, dedicated and skillful group of 

volunteers. But I didn’t realize how unselfish and helpful they could be. So many of them 

stepped up to familiarize me with my new duties and offer their support. I was humbled by this 

great group of people. 

Although I was reluctant to take the job, I wouldn’t trade the experience for anything in the 

world. I’ve seen parts of Washington state I would never have seen otherwise, and met so many 

wonderful Master Gardeners in the counties I’ve visited. I had the good fortune to be mentored 

by Mary Shane and to serve with Tonie Fitzgerald and Nicole Martini. I can’t say enough about 

my fellow board members. They have done so much to help this organization thrive. 

As I bow out, I’d like to welcome George Frey. I believe he will be an excellent president and 

I’m happy to leave the board in his capable hands. It’s been an honor and a privilege to serve as 

your president and I want to thank you all. Master Gardeners are the best!  
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Master Gardener 

From the Outgoing MGFWS President 

~~Chris Bailey, Former MGFWS President 

As we find ourselves in the middle of fall and entering the season of giving thanks, I want to extend 

my thanks to you. In September I had the pleasure of attending the WSU Advanced-Education 

Conference in Tacoma. I want to acknowledge the Pierce County Master Gardeners for the amazing 

work they did hosting the conference. Everything seemed to go off without a hitch. The presenters 

were top quality, the topics pertinent to Master Gardeners and the company and food fabulous. A big 

thank-you to the Pierce County Master Gardeners! 

On that note, I can think of many things for which I am grateful this year. For one, the WSU Extension 

Master Gardener Program is made up of amazing people with whom I get to work—you and the staff 

and faculty who administer and support the program. While we are fortunate to have several paid 

coordinators throughout the state, did you know that there are actually some program coordinators 

who are solely volunteers? I am especially thankful to these coordinators who support and administer 

the program because of their commitment to and belief in the program. I am grateful for those paid 

coordinators, too, as their passion and love for the program is evident in their day-to-day work. 

I also want to thank the local county Master Gardener foundations. They provide financial support to 

the program in a myriad of ways—purchasing books and supplies for the program, helping with office rent and utilities and supporting 

demonstration gardens—all of which help WSU Extension extend the service Master Gardeners provide to their communities.  

It’s hard to believe this will be the last issue of the Seeds for Thought newsletter before the New Year! May your holiday season be filled with 

joy and the good company of family and friends, and may you savor those moments that will create wonderful memories for years to come.  

I thank you for the work you do in your communities, making a difference in people’s lives, and I’m proud to be a part of this exemplary 

program.  

Hello, Master Gardeners! 
~~Nicole Martini, WSU Interim Master Gardener Program Leader 

http://mastergardener.wsu.edu/mgfws/
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Nominees:  2014 Master Gardener of the Year 

Karen Palmer 

Clark County 

Charlene Magneson 

Grays Harbor County Betsy Hunt 

Yakima County 

Michele Duncan 

Snohomish County 

Cindy Cartwright 

Thurston County 
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 The 2014 Washington State 

 Master Gardener of the Year Michele Duncan 

During her 16 years in the Master Gardener program, Michele Duncan has become deeply involved with the Master Gar-

dener community and, through it, with the community at large, particularly with her interest in fostering sustainable, edi-

ble landscapes.  

As co-chair of the Jennings Demonstration Garden (the Snohomish County program's largest and most important demon-

stration garden) for the last eight years, she has moved the focus increasingly to edible landscaping as a way to educate 

the public. 

The Jennings Garden donates between 2,000 to 3,000 lbs. of produce to local food banks annually, while demonstrating 

creative ways to grow quality produce in a small area and to maximize the growing season through the use of multiple 

crops. At the same time, the Jennings Team, under Michele's leadership, has worked to draw more visitors to the garden 

through lectures, talks, tours and demonstrations, both for the public and for other Master Gardeners. 

The plant-sale team is the Foundation's largest fundraiser and involves almost every Master Gardener in the program. 

Michele has led this effort for more than ten years which and has moved the focus of the sale increasingly toward selling 

vegetable starts and other edibles, while using the sale as an opportunity to further educate and serve the public.  The plant 

sale team raised and sold more than 3,700 tomato starts alone in 2013. 

Michele worked for several years building an annual Sustainable Gardening Lecture Series, a series of eight winter 

lectures, which attract both Master Gardeners and the public.  This series is the second-largest fundraiser for the 

Snohomish County Master Gardener Program, attracting up to 300 people per lecture. 

Michele was involved with the Mukilteo Community Garden at its inception and now serves on the Board of Directors of 

the Mukilteo Community Garden. She helped find funding, free building materials and free seeds to start food-bank beds.  

She helped set up the education committee and taught at several of the classes for the new gardeners.  She developed a 

"win-win" relationship between the community garden and the Master Garden Program.   

Michele has been instrumental in orchestrating one of the Master Gardener Program’s most recent outreach activities, a 

collaboration with the Tulalip Tribes. Snohomish County Master Gardeners have taught the Tribal members how to work 

with a greenhouse owned by the tribe. In turn, the tribe has shared the greenhouse, allowing Snohomish County Master 

Gardeners to grow vegetable starts for its plant sale. 

The Master Gardener Foundation of Washington State is delighted to announce that Michele Duncan, Snohomish County 

Master Gardener, was honored as the 2014 Master Gardener of the Year for at the WSU Master Gardener Advanced-

Education Conference in September.  The foundation is privileged to recognize Michele for this outstanding achievement 

and  for the positive impact she has had upon both the Master Gardener Program and the Snohomish County 

community.  

Seeds for Thought shares below excerpts from the Snohomish County nomination. 
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 2014 MG Foundation of Washington State 

 Winner of the 

 Media Award 

Peg Tillery 
Kitsap County 

The state foundation Media Award recognizes journalists throughout our state who have been exemplary in their coverage 

of the WSU Master Gardener program.  The 2014 Media Award was presented at the Awards Banquet during the 

statewide Master Gardener Advanced-Education Conference, in September.  It was presented to Peg Tillery, known 

throughout Kitsap County for her passionate work publicizing the Master Gardener Program. 

Peg has been a Master Gardener for nearly 19 years and has been 

writing garden articles since 1997. In her twice monthly column 

“Plant Life” for the Kitsap Sun, Peg has actively promoted 

gardening, the WSU Kitsap Master Gardener Program and other 

Extension educational and volunteer activities. 

Peg is the garden editor and contributor for the quarterly, 

WestSound Home & Garden Magazine and her column “Get the 

Dirt” has been her voice for environmental awareness, passion for 

gardening and a venue to promote Master Gardeners. Peg secured 

funding to produce 16 half-hour-long episodes for the Bremerton-

Kitsap Access Television channel, where she interviews local 

gardening experts on horticulture topics. DVDs of these episodes 

have been used in Kitsap and other counties for Master Gardener 

continuing education. 

 2014 MG Foundation of Washington State 

 Winner of the 

 Ed Lacrosse Distinguished Service Award 

John Strong 
Yakima County 

“MG Clinic,” the electronic logbook John developed for use in the Yakima County 

Diagnostic Clinic, replaced the years-old practice of hand-written log entries on paper. 

The old logs were difficult to read, nearly impossible to summarize, and very difficult to 

use for reporting purposes. John replaced the manual recordkeeping nightmare with an 

efficient and simple computer-based logbook. 

He presented the electronic logbook at the 2012 Advanced-Education Conference in the 

Tri-Cities and followed that with a train-the-trainer meeting in Yakima, where 

representatives from ten counties came to receive a copy of the logbook and learn how to 

install, administer, and use it in their own clinics. 

Master Gardener programs around the state now have improved clinic records and 

reporting, and they are able to serve their clientele more efficiently and with more 

accurate information. Photo by Jerry Baldoz 
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 With blue skies and temperatures in the 70s, Tacoma 

provided a great setting for the 2014 Master Gardening 

Conference.  Only compliments were heard from the 350+ 

people attending the sessions at the Greater Tacoma 

Convention and Trade Center.  “Wonderful setting!” 

“Great food!” “Nice layout!” “Terrific lineup of speakers 

and seminars!” Just some of the comments offered by 

those walking by the displays, vendors, raffle and silent 

auction. Trips to local parks and the Master Gardener 

demonstration garden in in Gig Harbor gave additional 

continuinge-education credits to those who took 

advantage of the sunny days before and after the 

conference. 

Trying something different this year, Pierce County gave 

each attendee a flash drive with materials from all the 

presenters who provided the information in advance.  The 

goal was to avoid the waste of paper that so often 

accompanies the use of handouts.  Additionally, each 

attendee could review the materials from all the seminars 

that couldn’t be attended.  Thanks to McLendon’s 

Hardware, the flash drives are both environmentally better 

and more comprehensive than the reams of paper that 

often just get trashed. 

The plenary sessions on the Cascade Compost/Corliss 

Resources stage set the tone for the rest of the conference. 

Starting with Dr. Tim Lawrence talking about honey bees 

and humans and ending with Dr. Cliff Mass telling us 

what to expect for weather changes, these sessions 

provided the latest scientific information and fascinating 

stories about how we got to here and where we might be 

going.  Kelly and Sue from Far Reaches Farm shared their 

experiences plant collecting in far corners of the world, 

and Richie Steffen gave us some insight into the origins of 

the Miller Botanical Garden, a gem in our corner of the 

world. 

Seminars on topics to pique the interest of every Master 

Gardener were offered over the three days.  Latest small 

fruits and berries for your deck?  Check!  Ergonomic tools 

for saving our backs? Check! Bugs and diseases? Check! 

Zonal denial? Check! From Thursday afternoon to 

Saturday noon, there was plenty to keep every person 

attending busy with their own specific gardening interest.   

With Thursday evening on their own, the attendees had a 

chance to explore Tacoma and the incredible museums 

within walking distance of the Conference Center.  With 

the sun sparkling off the waterway and The Mountain in 

the distance, walking to the museums and finding a nice 

place to have dinner was a real treat after a brain-

stimulating afternoon. On Friday, after another full day of 

educational seminars, over 250 people gathered in the 

ballroom of the Hotel Murano for the awards banquet and 

to hear Dr. John Bishop tell about the plants that are 

colonizing the wasteland left from the Mount St. Helens 

eruption. 

As is always the case, the 2014 conference was the result 

of the hard work of a core group of about 20 Pierce 

County Master Gardeners, and the efforts of many more 

volunteers, both Master Gardeners, family and friends.  

Sponsorships by Cascade Compost/Corliss Resources, 

Puget Sound Energy, McLendon’s Hardware and The 

Greater Tacoma Community Foundation helped put Pierce 

County’s best foot forward for a great time. 

~~by Virginia Ferguson, Chair, 2014 Conference 

~~Photo courtesy Lyn Topinka (USGS)/Cascades Volcano 

Observatory  

 

 

Sound Gardening 

Is Great in the Sunshine! 

A Special Thank-You 

The Master Gardener Foundation of Washington 

State wishes to express gratitude and 

appreciation to the donors from the Washington 

State Combined Fund Drive for their ongoing 

financial support. 
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I spent 30 years in the wholesale food business with Supervalu.  During that time I had the 

opportunity to visit the growing areas in Arizona and California and see how amazing our 

produce-growing operations are.  We moved to Tacoma in 1995 when the company 

regionalized their operations.  I retired in 2004 and have enjoyed retirement.  In addition to 

working in our yard and garden, I enjoy pheasant hunting, genealogy and our granddaughters. 

I have always enjoyed working in the yard, and 

we have had vegetable gardens for years.  For 

many years most of my time was spent digging 

holes for our purchases.  When I retired I found 

I had more time for gardening.  We got our 

greenhouse that year, which opened up many 

more opportunities.  My favorite area is 

vegetable gardening, but I do enjoy perennials 

and starting seeds for annual flowers.  We have a 

number of gardens around the yard.  We grow 

almost all of our vegetables and annuals from 

seed.  

When we found out about the Master Gardener 

program, Diane and I thought this was something we would really enjoy.  We have been 

Master Gardeners since 2009.  We have both been very involved with the program.  I have 

logged over 500 volunteer hours every year since we joined the program. 

I was President of the Master Gardener Foundation of Pierce County from 2010 through 

2013.  I have been the lead in our 1.8-acre Puyallup Demonstration Garden since 2011.  We 

have a large compost operation and a vegetable garden that is staffed by an Intern group every 

year.  This is a project that I started.  They donate all of the produce harvested to the local 

food banks.  They have donated over 500 pounds to the local food bank each of the last two 

years. 

I was the lead for our displays at the Fall Puyallup Fair in 2009 and 2010 and the Spring Fair in 

2010 and 2011.  I have been a mentor in our training class since 2010, which I enjoy doing.  I 

have been very involved in our book-sale program since 2009, helping with transportation and 

doing inventory and ordering for the last year.  I am the 2014 Master Gardener Advanced-

Education Conference treasurer. 

I am really looking forward to working with the State Foundation Board and the counties. 

Meet George Frey, the New MGFWS President 

Photo courtesy Diane Frey 



Page 8 Seeds for Thought 

Have You Heard? Did You Know? 

~~Fran Hammond, Master Gardener, Clark County 

Have you heard? Did you know?  Clark County is 

cordially inviting you to return to beautiful Vancouver, 

to participate in the 2015 WSU Master Gardener 

Advanced-Education Conference.  We had so much fun 

in 2010 that we decided to do it again!  Pencil 

somewhere in your calendar now for September 17-19, 

2015, with optional tours on September 16th.   Your 

choice of 32 educational and relevant seminars 

highlighting superb speakers, many of whom are 

authors of Timber Press gardening books.  The 

conference focus has always been educational, and in 

2015 there is additional emphasis being placed to 

highlight that aspect, which will, in turn, enable you to 

enhance your proficiency and skillset as you return 

home to work within our communities.  

But wait, there’s more.  You will be staying at the 

Vancouver Hilton, which they proudly boast as the first 

hotel in the world to be awarded the Leadership in 

Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) and Green 

Seal Certification.  They take pride in being 

environmentally conscious and offer complimentary 

parking to guests with a hybrid vehicle, AND, they are 

“pet friendly,” inviting you to bring along your pooch, 

for a small additional deposit.  All venues will be 

conveniently held inside the hotel; however, you won’t want to miss an opportunity to stroll the promenade on the 

majestic and mighty Columbia River only several blocks away or meander through Esther Short Park right across the 

street. 

But wait, there’s still more.  We are extremely excited to be able to welcome Art Wolfe, host of “Travels to the Edge,” 

seen on PBS, as our banquet speaker.  He will be sharing with us many of his most memorable and exciting adventures in 

a fascinating and entertaining way that only he can do.  Art will be bringing along several of his books for purchase, and 

will be pleased to personally autograph a copy for you.  

You will be seeing and hearing much more from us over the coming months.  Registration is scheduled to open 

March 1st, 2015.  We know this will be a very popular event, so we encourage you to reserve your spot early and not risk 

being left out, since attendance will be limited.  We will be having a special drawing of $100 for five winners who will 

have booked two nights at the Hilton. 

We look forward to “Explore, Learn and Lead” with you in Vancouver, Washington, September 17-19, 2015.  For more 

information email us at MG2015Vancouver@gmail.com.   
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