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I’m pleased to report that the MGFWS 

Board approved a proposal to sponsor two 

categories of the U.S. “President’s 

Volunteer Service Award”: 

We will recognize Master Gardeners who 

contributed 500 or more hours of volunteer 

service during Calendar Year 2013. Those 

Master Gardeners qualify for the Gold Level 

of the Presidential Volunteer Service 

Award.   

The second award will recognize Master 

Gardeners who have contributed 4,000 or more hours of volunteer service (over a 

lifetime) while engaged in the Master Gardener Program. They qualify for the 

“President’s Call to Service Award.” 

Criteria for the awards stipulate that recipients must be United States citizens or 

lawfully admitted permanent residents of the United States. Volunteer and continuing-

education hours both count toward the total number. Trainees taking the online 

training for a degree or for their profession do not qualify.  

Those recognized for either award will receive the official President’s Volunteer 

Service Award pin, a personalized certificate of achievement and a congratulatory 

letter from the president of the United States. Award recipients will be honored and 

receive recognition at the awards banquet at the 2014 WSU Master Gardener 

Conference in Tacoma. 

(Chris, continued on page 6) 
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Chris Bailey, President 

Hello, Master Gardeners! 
~~Nicole Martini, WSU Interim Master Gardener Program Leader 

Well, 2013 certainly was a busy year for the Master Gardener Program! ‘Tis the time of year for 

wrapping up and compiling the data provided by each county for the previous year’s reporting. This 

report will go to WSU Administration, state officials and county faculty and staff, and will provide 

talking points when promoting the program to the public or elected 

officials. 

I wish I could say it’s time to sit back and relish in your 2013 

accomplishments, but I know the busy season is kicking in again 

already. Clinics are gearing up, food gardening has begun, and 

program planning is underway for 2014. I hope the 

accomplishments you see in the numbers on page 9 will provide 

you with some perspective as to the magnitude of your impact in 

Washington state, as each of you has contributed to these 

successes. 

With that, I want to thank you for all of your hard work in 2013, 

your efforts never cease to amaze me!  

(Nicole, continued on page 9) 

Photo from Tom Mazzuca 

Thanks to Carol Robbins, 

Gray Harbor County Master Gardener, 

for her photo (pages 1 and 6). 

Thanks to Mark Lewis for his Phormium 

photo (page 7), which was taken at 

Twickenham, Middlesex. 

Visit our website:  
http://mastergardener.wsu.edu/mgfws/ 

http://mastergardener.wsu.edu/mgfws/
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Tapio’s Final Tip: Kindness Its Own Ultimate Reward 

~~Tommi Halvorsen Gatlin (reprinted by permission of the author and The Vidette) 

Don Tapio has helped folks become successful farmers and gardeners for 

more than four decades. Now, he’s taking a new step. 

The 65-year-old knowledgeable, popular — and kindly — Washington 

State University Extension agriculture and community horticulture agent 

for Grays Harbor, Thurston and Pacific counties will retire Jan. 3. Cur-

rently on annual leave, though, Tapio won’t be returning to the Exten-

sion’s office at the Grays Harbor County Fairgrounds. 

WSU Extension programs provide information and education including 

Master Gardeners, noxious weed control, 4-H Youth Development, food 

and nutrition, family living and more. 

It will be “a challenge” to replace such a longtime employee who’s been 

“so integrated in the county system,” says Dan Teuteberg, Extension’s 

interim director for Grays Harbor. The position, which Extension is look-

ing to fill in 2014, will also change to include that of director, Teuteberg notes. 

Drafting proposed criteria for the position, which is “all based on county and state budgets and is a complex system,” is 

almost complete, Teuteberg said. More information should be available soon, as budgets are in the process of being final-

ized, he added. 

Tapio is known around the area for his newspaper column in The Vidette and radio segments giving advice to gardeners. 

He even had a TV show and wrote a book. Tapio says he may write again as a freelancer, but wants to take a break for a 

few months. 

Tapio began as a WSU Extension program assistant in King and Pierce counties in 1970, moving to other local and re-

gional positions in Snohomish, Island, Lewis and Mason counties, as well. He was also a greenhouse manager for the 

Weyerhaeuser Corp. in his hometown of Rochester from 1973 to 74. 

Some things won’t change much for the retiree, raised on a farm between Oakville and Rochester, established about 1902 

by his Finnish immigrant grandparents, Mikko and Fiina Tapio. The middle of the three sons of John Tapio (also raised 

on the farm) and his wife, Naomi Tapio, received much of his career preparation even before graduating from Rochester 

High School in 1966. 

Moreover, much of the family’s farming occurred before modern conveniences, 

instilling in him as a boy a strong work ethic, says Tapio, that carried through to 

his profession. 

Tapio earned a bachelor of science degree in floriculture (“flower farming”), 

specializing in greenhouse production of commercial crops, from Washington 

State University in 1970. In 1973, he received a master of agriculture degree in 

plant sciences from the University of Idaho. 

But his early education included accompanying his parents on their never-

ending farm work. Later, he was expected to take on his share of the chores on what his grandparents had begun as a dairy 

farm. 

Tapio’s forbears evidently also gave it their best. He says people have recalled the milk inspector asking Mikko Tapio 

how he kept his barn so clean. 

“And my grandfather replied, ‘We milk the cows in the orchard.’” 

During nice weather, apparently, “that’s what he did,” Tapio says. 

As a youngster, Tapio also learned about farming diversity, as well as hard times. 

In the early 1950s, the farm in southwestern Thurston County produced strawberries and was part of the “strawberry capi-

tal of the state,” Tapio says. He said most everybody was growing the Marshall variety, which had “unequaled flavor 

quality.” Then, a virus came along, “and most of the growers went out of business,” he says. Farmers turned to poultry. 

His family became “big producers” of eggs and had “thousands of laying hens,” Tapio says. 

His father also worked for about 15 years for Georgia Pacific Plywood in Olympia. When he received his first paycheck, 

(Kindness, continued on page 7) 
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Honoring Retiring 

WSU Master Gardener Leaders 

This issue of Seeds for Thought continues an 

occasional series honoring recently retired WSU 

Master Gardener Program leaders.  The November 

2013 issue featured Peg Tillery, now retired from 

the Kitsap County WSU Extension. Don Tapio 

retired from his post with the university at the end 

of 2013. 
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Garden tour time is upon us! Homeowners throughout 

the country have spent months preparing to open their 

private realm to the public. Often these events benefit 

a worthy charity.  

We visitors are excited to see a variety of places and to 

experience another’s garden ideas. Much of the 

conversation often revolves around plant names, Latin 

and common. You may also hear discussions such as 

“I like this but not that,” or “How much help do you 

think they have?” or “Why would they put that plant 

here?” or “Let me tell you where I saw this before.”  

All this is well and good. But when you visit a garden 

site, taking a bit of time to educate your eye will help 

you analyze why the design was planned as it is and 

how you can interpret these ideas into your own 

landscape. 

Let’s start with the most basic layout. Where does the 

house sit in relationship with the property? Is it off to 

one side overlooking the yard or a viewpoint or is it 

showcased on center stage?  

As you approach, is it evident where the main entrance 

is? What factors did the designer use to lead your eye 

there? If you are lucky enough to have access into the 

home, notice if certain windows frame specific views.  

When outside, look at the exterior 

materials, e.g. bricks or wood. Do 

they relate to materials used on the 

pathways or other structures on the 

property? Also notice the 

proportions of the garden beds to 

the size of the house. Is it pleasing 

to your eye? 

Back out on the property, find north 

and orient yourself to the compass 

points. This will allow you to see 

how the sun travels across the 

landscape and help you understand 

how plant choices were made based 

on shade and sun exposure. Gardens 

generally look their best in the 

morning or late afternoon when 

direct sun isn’t beating straight 

down. Factor this into the scheduling of your visit if possible.  

Analyze what zone the garden is in. If a property map is available, see if different areas are named. Notice if 

the garden areas flow from one to the next, whether they are exposed or contained or just pockets in a sea of 

lawn. How well does the overall plan fit together?  

(The Gardener’s Eye, continued on page 10) 

Educating the Gardener’s Eye 

~~Kathy Wolfe, Skagit County Master Gardener 

Photo by Christine Farrow 

Comfortable shoes and a camera are necessities for a garden tour,  

according to David and Sally Harris of Mount Vernon, who toured this 

Samish Island garden, a home to many birds. 

NW Horticulture Society members touring a garden in Olympia. 
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Skagit County Master Gardeners have been acting as step-on guides for the Skagit Valley Tulip Festival for over twenty 

years. The tours start at the beginning of April and last all month. On the tours, Skagit County Master Gardeners narrate 

the ride through the tulip fields. This is a great 

opportunity for visitors to be educated about the 

inner workings of the tulip farms as well as the 

history and agriculture of the surrounding areas 

and towns.  

The tours start at the Discovery Garden, which 

WSU Skagit County Extension Master Garden-

ers use to educate the public about plants that 

grow well in the area. The garden was designed 

by the Master Gardener class of 1994 and it has 

evolved since then. Thanks to donations from 

the community and the hard work of Master 

Gardener volunteers, the Discovery Garden is 

worth a visit every season.  

After a docent-led tour of the Discovery Garden, 

it’s off to the two tulip farms, RoozenGaarde, 

and Tulip Town. The two farms’ combined dis-

play gardens contain over one million bulbs every year.  

Along with the displays gardens, there are numerous acres of NFL football-sized fields containing 10,000 to 20,000 bulbs 

each within a fifteen-mile radius of RoozenGaarde. The fields are drenched in the vibrant hue of blooming bulbs. The 

bulb fields are rotated every five years to prevent diseases, so you never see the same display twice. The tulip field map 

can be found at www.tulips.com/

bloommap.cfm, and it tells you where the fields 

are located and which fields are in bloom. 

RoozenGaarde owns the largest flower-bulb 

grower in the U.S., the Washington Bulb Com-

pany, and RoozenGaarde’s three-acre outdoor 

display gardens are a choreographed arrange-

ment of color. Tulip Town is owned and oper-

ated by the DeGoede family. They sell bulbs 

under the name Skagit Valley Bulb Farm. Their 

patterned fields and indoor tulip displays are 

unique to the Tulip Town experience. During 

the Tulip Festival, both farms have fresh-cut 

flowers and bulbs for sale. 

To get prepared for the tours and to learn more 

about the tulips, the Skagit County Master Gar-

deners toured the greenhouses of the Washing-

ton Bulb Company. The tour was given by grandson Brent. The Roozen family travels frequently to Holland in search of 

new tulip varieties as well as specialized machinery to improve their sixteen-acre greenhouse facility. The greenhouses, 

heated by natural gas, are the most advanced in the world. The rooting coolers and greenhouses force bulbs at any time of 

the year so RoozenGaarde can sell fresh-cut tulips and daffodils year round all over the United States. In addition to the 

fresh-flower trade, flower bulbs are shipped in the fall to thousands of homes in the U.S. and Canada.  

So plan to trip to Skagit County next year when the spring color of the Tulip Festival is in full bloom. I wait every year 

for April to come so that I can tour the display gardens and fields. After everything I have learned from the Master Gar-

deners’ step-on guide training and the Washington Bulb Company, I am even more excited to be a part of the Skagit 

County Master Gardener program. 

The Skagit Master Gardeners offer step-on guides to organized tours. Perhaps next year we can be your specialized tour 

guides? Email us at tonitulip@comcast.net for more information. 

April Was Tulip Time in Skagit County, and That Meant Tulip Tours!  
~~Trish Varrelman, Skagit County Master Gardener Intern 

Photo by Christine Farrow  

Tulip Tour Guides Toni Caskey and Glee Blank enjoy the sights at Tulip Town. 

Photo by Christine Farrow   

Skagit County Master Gardener Cindy Juel talking to visitors on board their chartered bus. . 

Photo by Christine Farrow  

http://www.tulips.com/bloommap.cfm
http://www.tulips.com/bloommap.cfm
mailto:tonitulip@comcast.net
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Seven Things to Know About the “Sound Gardening” Conference—and Tacoma 
~~Virginia Ferguson, Conference Chair for the 2014 WSU Advanced-Education Conference 

Hmmm . . . should I go to the conference in Tacoma this year? If you find yourself asking that question, here 

are some things you should know about to help decide. 

1. Be a part of a BIG DEAL! Meet Master Gardeners from around the state. Get new ideas, learn new stuff, 

and make new friends. 

2. “Come to Learn, Stay to Play!” Seminars galore, with the latest information from the specialists.  Then go 

see the (free) museums, meet in the lounge or the hospitality suite at the Murano Hotel and take a tour for 

CE credit. 

(Tacoma, continued on page 8) 
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The electronic database for reporting volunteer hours was instituted in 2009; however, there are many Master Gardeners 

who have been with the program a number of years.  To allow those members to qualify for the lifetime award, County 

Directors or Program Coordinators may submit those names with a letter attesting to the fact they have contributed 4,000 

or more hours while serving as a Master Gardener volunteer.  Each county should establish pre-2009 totals for all active 

members so as to facilitate potential lifetime awards for them in future years. 

I'm looking forward to the 2014 conference in Tacoma when our dedicated and hard-working volunteers will receive the 

recognition they so richly deserve. 

Volunteers do not necessarily have the time; they just have the heart.  ~Elizabeth Andrew 

(President, continued from page 1) 

Shown here are the pins to be awarded to recipients of the gold “Presidential Volunteer Service Award” and the 

“President’s Call to Service Award.” These will be presented at the 

2014 WSU Advanced-Education Conference in September. 

More about the President’s Volunteer Service Award 

America has a long and proud tradition of volunteer service. Now, more than ever, volunteers are renewing their commitment to help 
others and making new connections that bring us closer together as families, as neighbors, as communities and as a nation. 

The President’s Council on Service and Civic Participation (the Council) was established in 2003 to recognize the valuable contribu-
tions volunteers are making in our communities and encourage more people to serve. The Council created the President’s Volunteer 
Service Award program as a way to thank and honor Americans who, by their demonstrated commitment and example, inspire others 
to engage in volunteer service. The program continues as an initiative of the Corporation for National and Community Service 
(CNCS). 

Recognizing and honoring volunteers sets a standard for service, encourages a sustained commitment to civic participation and in-
spires other to make service a central part of their lives. 

The President’s Volunteer Service Award recognizes United States citizens and lawfully admitted permanent residents of the United 

States who have achieved the required number of hours of service over a 12-month time period – or cumulative hours over the course 

of a lifetime.1 

http://www.presidentialserviceawards.gov/tg/pvsainfo/dspAboutAwards.cfm 

http://www.presidentialserviceawards.gov/tg/pvsainfo/dspAboutAwards.cfm
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Tapio says, “they looked at all that money … and they 

said … there’s not even a feed bill.” 

“I don’t think anybody was making money in poultry,” he 

says. “You were just, at best, trading dollars.” 

The family later raised beef and grew cereal grain. In the 

1970s, they even offered U-pick raspberries. 

‘REAL TEAM EFFORT’ 

Tapio’s memories include his hard-working parents 

“milking the cows by hand” and “Dad taking milk cans on 

this little cart from the barn out to the driveway. And the 

milk truck would come along and pick up those milk 

cans.” He also remembers going to the chicken house with 

his dad. 

Naomi Tapio, now a widow in her late 80s, still lives on 

the farm. She and her husband were “a real team effort,” 

recalls her son, a lifelong bachelor who returned to the 

farm about 20 years ago. “Mom and Dad worked hand in 

glove.” 

To clean the myriad eggs their farm produced, his mother 

“had this little sandpaper thing, and she cleaned each egg 

by hand,” Tapio says. He also remembers her hoeing 

strawberries and sewing grain-filled burlap sacks closed 

by hand with a “huge needle and a really strong string.” 

She also grew huge vegetable gardens, he says. 

There was plenty of work to go around. “And there was 

no questioning that,” Tapio says. “That’s just what you 

did.” Additionally, everything his parents did “involved 

parenting,” he says. 

The Tapios were “home people,” he notes, leaving the 

farm only for weekly trips to Centralia for supplies. “My 

parents never had to wonder where their (sons) were,” he 

says. “We ate meals together. We worked together. We 

did everything together.” 

Being “reared on a very diversified farm” was invaluable 

for someone to whom folks would someday turn for assis-

tance in growing things. 

FROM COWS TO TREES 

In 1981, about a fourth of the farm became the Christmas 

Valley Tree Farm, with firs, spruce and other evergreens. 

Tapio isn’t retiring from the farm, including its trees. In 

fact, he’ll now have “more time to grow plants that I’ve 

always wanted to grow,” he said. Christmas Valley trees 

are always available from Thanksgiving to Christmas, just 

west of Rochester on Highway 12. 

“As the generations came and went,” some of the acreage 

was sold, Tapio says. But he’s “worked hard to put the 

farm back together,” buying parcels that again became 

available, besides purchasing the land his parents owned. 

It’s again about 100 acres. 

But meeting trouble head on is still part of the chores. 

Working with his trees in early 2007, Tapio became the 

victim of a vicious attack from behind when a hammer-

wielding man hit him in the head, tied him up, covered up 

his head and dragged him into some bushes. 

Those who know and love Tapio were incensed that any-

one would do such a thing to the gentle, soft-spoken man 

who’d been devoting his life for years to helping others. 

He still deals with multiple physical “souvenirs” of the 

attack, Tapio says. 

December of the same year brought hurricane-force winds 

to the area and a 10-foot “wall of water” that covered most 

of Tapio’s trees with a thick, nearly impervious layer of 

mud he likens to chocolate pudding. Mud and debris were 

everywhere, he says, “including inside my house.” 

But Tapio carried on, both on the farm and on the job. His 

last day in the office, Nov. 22, he noted “how privileged I 

always felt to be working for WSU.” 

He also reflected on the fact he’s never been unemployed, 

even during bad economic times. And he’s grateful. Those 

who’ve worked closely with Tapio are also thankful. 

Nancy Ness, Grays Harbor Noxious Weed Board coordi-

nator, says during the 20 years they’ve worked together, 

Tapio’s been “the epitome of the county agent. … He has 

(Kindness, continued from page 2) 

(Kindness, continued on page 9) 
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Don Tapio and Master Gardener Dianna Moore puzzle out a plant problem. 

H
e

le
n

 H
e

p
p

 



Seeds for Thought Page 8 

The 2014 Mason County Garden Tour 

~~Pat Carpenter, Mason County Master Gardener 

Last year saw the return of the Mason County 

garden tour after a four-year hiatus. The event 

was a huge success, and we feel the 2014 tour 

will be the same. This year, all six gardens are 

conveniently located within the Shelton city 

limits, which means less driving and more 

time for garden browsing. The gardens range 

from two small, artsy, densely planted 

gardens to a two-acre estate with stately trees, 

mature shrubs, a large greenhouse and on-site 

ceramic studio and gallery.  

Mark your calendars for Saturday, July 12th. 

Tour hours are 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Tickets are $12 and include a map and garden 

descriptions.  

Several of the gardens have vegetables and 

fruit trees and all have interesting plants. 

Catalyst Park, which is the site of the Master Gardener’s Food Bank and Community Garden, will be on the tour. Come 

see what hard-working Master Gardeners have done to transform a weedy acre to a productive, vibrant garden. 

We think everyone is going to be delighted and will come away with ideas to use in their own gardens along with an 

appreciation for the passion people put into their gardens here in Mason County. 

Tickets will be available beginning June 14th at these locations in Mason County: Sage Bookstore and Lynch Creek 

Floral in Shelton, Hunter Farms in Union, Laurie’s Gifts and Liquor Store in Hoodsport, and The Salmon Center in 

Belfair. Tickets are also available at the gardens on the day of the tour. Look for the pink signs around town. 

For more information call Master Gardener office at 360-427-9670, Extension 688, or Pat Carpenter at 426-9845. 

Photo is from the 2005 Mason County Garden Tour. 

3. Get the latest books and gear.  Garden books, Mas-

ter Gardener hats, vests and other items, vendors to 

check out, and county displays to examine.   

4. Golf? Kayak? Run? Walk the waterfront?  The vis-

itor center will be on the first floor of the conference 

building.  Talk to them about what else is going on in 

Tacoma and environs that weekend. 

5. Go to the Washington State Fair without the hassle 

of parking.  Dine by the water in Gig Harbor.  Check 

out the Saturday tours and see more of the area with-

out having to drive yourself. 

6. For your spouse/guest: your guest won’t be bored, 

as we have tours on Thursday afternoon and all day 

Friday.  Rather go shopping?  Check out the Proctor 

District, with cool restaurants, retail and resale shops, 

a model train store and The Northwest Shop. 

7. Treat yourself to a mini-vacation or a second hon-

eymoon!  The Murano Hotel is the best bargain 

around for world-class quality.  A four-star hotel to 

compliment a four-star conference. 

Register on line at www.pc-wa-mg-conf.org. Follow us on Facebook:  Sound Gardening! 

(Tacoma, continued from page 5) 

http://www.pc-wa-mg-conf.org
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Tomato Heaven! 
~~Barbara Eastman, Lewis County Master Gardener 

From seasoned veterans to new trainees, Lewis County Master Gardeners are 

hard at work in their garages and greenhouses, getting tomato plants started 

for this year's big plant sale at the Southwest Washington Fairgrounds in 

Chehalis. 

The sale offers plants of all kinds, edible and ornamental, but the consistent 

customer favorite is in our tomato department, where we feature over one 

thousand gallon-size plants of typically 20 to 30 varieties—heirlooms and 

hybrids, cherry- and full-size, slicers and paste-types. 

This year we'll be in the large Expo Hall at the Fairgrounds, where we'll have 

plenty of room to display our vegetable and berry starts, a wide selection of 

annuals and perennials, plus herbs, shrubs and trees. We're sure you'll also 

enjoy the hand-made birdhouses, garden art and raffle items in our craft 

department. 

We're proud of the fact that all our plants are homegrown by our members. 

We'd love to welcome you to Lewis County and our great sale.  

The Lewis County Master Gardener Foundation Plant Sale will be held on May 17 and 18, 2014. Hours are Saturday, 

9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., and Sunday, 12 noon to 4:00 p.m. All major credit cards will be accepted. The Southwest 

Washington Fairgrounds is located at 2555 N. National Avenue, Chehalis. For directions or more information, call the 

Extension office at (360) 740-1212, or the sale coordinator at 360-985-2530. 

 

WSU Master Gardener Accomplishments in 2013  

Number of new gardeners who learned to grow food      9,358 

Number of community/food gardens in which MGs taught     175 

Number of school gardens where MGs taught      111 

Number of pounds of donated produce from those teaching gardens    130,000 

Number of people who learned/used waterwise techniques taught by MGs   39,161 

Number of people who learned/used IPM methods taught by MGs    30,671 

Number of people who learned/used firewise landscaping techniques taught by MGs  613 

Number of people who learned/used proper tree-care practices taught by MGs  13,899 

Number of people who learned/used proper soil-management/composting practices  10,107 

Number of youth who learned/used garden skills taught by MGs    13,053 

(Nicole, continued from page 1) 

always promoted his coworkers and the university and has served the agricultural community beyond what mere mor-

tals are supposed to do.” 

Others agree. “He’s done a tremendous amount of good for Grays Harbor County,” says Alice Knight, former owner of 

Heather Acres, a specialty nursery in Elma, who’s known Tapio since he was a teen. 

He’s not only helped others in person, via, his media aspects, he “lets them know he’s there for them,” Knight says. He 

“finds time to be a friend and a mentor.” 

Knight’s daughter, Cindy, known for her heirloom tomatoes at Cindy’s Plant Stand, concurs that Tapio’s been a mentor 

and says she’s valued his “encouragement and advice” for over 40-plus years. 

Recognized through numerous honors, Tapio was named Grays Harbor Citizen of the Year for 2010 and received the 

Montesano Chamber of Commerce Lifetime Service Award in 2012. 

Extension’s local office manager, Sue Sparkman, suggests why Tapio is so highly esteemed: “I have learned so much 

from him, from plants and agriculture to community and humanity.” 

(Kindness, continued from page 7) 
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In looking more closely 

at the garden areas, are 

they quite similar or does 

each have an individual 

personality or function? 

Perhaps one area is to 

stroll through while 

another is a spot to sit, 

relax and contemplate. 

One could be in shade, 

another in full sun.  

Sniff the air to see the 

importance of fragrance is 

each area. Do you find any area either too large or too 

confined? Notice the shape of the bed edges. Are they 

straight or curved? Is it appropriate to the space?   

Garden designs incorporate transitions in different 

ways. A change of pathway direction or materials, a 

gate or doorway, a hedge opening or staircase can all 

signal transitions. Do they work smoothly and 

gracefully? Are you beckoned to explore all of the 

spaces? How might you incorporate some of these 

ideas into your own garden? 

As you move through different areas, notice what 

structures and ornamentation is included. Do they fit 

into the overall garden scheme or are they randomly 

placed along the route? Analyze if they add to the 

pleasure in the garden or distract from it. Are vines 

used on the structures or do they stand alone? Is this 

technique effective or happenstance?  Now we can 

home in on the plants. Some gardens provide plant 

lists that will make identifying much easier. Do the 

individual plants and plant combinations flow with the 

overall garden design? Are they well placed in 

specific areas?  

Often gardens are shown at peak bloom time so you 

might want to imagine what the garden might look 

like in a different season.  

If you analyze the bones of the design, which trees, 

shrubs or large perennials will add garden interest 

even in the winter months? What is the dominant color 

scheme and is the design formal, contemporary, casual 

or a combination? Are certain design elements 

repeated, or is there a wide variety? 

Once you have visited many gardens, you can 

translate what you have learned to help solve 

problems in your own garden. Take some photos (ask 

permission first) and keep a notebook to write down 

ideas you find that might work for you. Comparing 

how other designers 

solved an issue you are 

experiencing will help 

you find your own 

answers.  

Beautiful garden designs 

can be low or high 

maintenance. Before 

translating ideas into 

your landscape, evaluate 

how much upkeep you 

are willing to do. 

On your visits, please 

remember garden 

etiquette. Leave your pets at home unless they are 

specifically welcomed. Do not take cuttings, seed 

heads, fruits, or berries from the property. Respect the 

garden beds and stay on the paths, arrive after opening 

time and leave by closing.  

If you are lucky enough to have the owner or a guide 

speak to your group, save your side conversations for 

when the speaker is finished. Ask permission to take 

photos or set up a camera tripod. Do not take food into 

the garden without permission, and then take your 

litter with you., Do not ask to use the bathroom 

facilities in the house.  

In short, treat the garden as you would like your 

garden to be treated. Perhaps next year you will be 

doing the hosting! 

(The Gardener’s Eye, continued 

from page 3) 

Photo by Mary Shane 

Northwest Perennial Alliance members are shown during a group tour of  

Dan Hinkley’s Windcliff. 

Note from Jane Billingsworth, MGFWS 

Vice President, NW Region:  This article 

originally appeared in the Skagit Valley 

Herald as a regular “Ask the Master 

Gardener” column. It was then picked 

up by the Associated Press for use 

nationwide. Congratulations, Kathy! 
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Don Tapio Dwarf Conifer Collection Dedicated  
~~Mary Shane, Grays Harbor County Master Gardener 

Master Gardeners, their families and friends, and colleagues and friends of Don Tapio gathered together in mid-April  at 

the Westport Winery to honor Don Tapio for his leadership with WSU Extension.  Close to 100 guests celebrated Don’s 

legacy under picture-perfect blue skies. 

The event was marked by the dedication of the new Tapio Dwarf Conifer Collection at Westport Winery and the 

unveiling of a bench for the garden, which Master Gardeners in Grays Harbor and Pacific Counties commissioned 

Tokeland wood artist Jeffro Uitto to create.  A plaque on the bench is inscribed: 

To honor Don Tapio, WSU Horticulture Agent 

For 21 years of inspired leadership of our Master Gardener Program 

Presented April 13, 2014 

By the WSU Master Gardeners of Grays Harbor & Pacific Counties 

Kim Roberts, co-owner of the winery, spoke of the encouragement that she and her husband Blain received from Don 

shortly after moving to this area.  He inspired them to develop their highly successful winery, in which the Tapio Conifer 

Collection and our bench were installed. 

Mary-Jean Grimes, Master Gardener Volunteer Program Coordinator, delivered a thoughtful speech highlighting Don’s 

work in Grays Harbor and Pacific Counties, as well as his contribution to the work of WSU Extension.   

Don received notes and cards from many Master Gardeners and 

WSU faculty and staff.  One among them stood out, a note from 

Tonie Fitzgerald, now-retired WSU Master Gardener Program 

Leader, which Ms. Grimes read at the dedication: 

 You have touched the lives of so many people 

during your long career in WSU Extension. 

Countless gardeners and farmers have benefitted 

from your sage advice and sincere desire to help 

them. Today, friends and colleagues are gathered 

to dedicate a permanent plant collection and bench 

in your honor to thank you for your years of fine 

service and your many contributions to this 

community. Come often to sit here and recall the 

warmth, affection, and great admiration that 

surrounds you now and forever. 

Your friend,  

Tonie Fitzgerald 

Photo by Helen Hepp  

Don Tapio and Kim Roberts, co-owner of  the Westport Winery, 

enjoying the bench commissioned by Master Gardeners from Grays 

Harbor and Pacific Counties for the winery’s new Don Tapio Dwarf 

Conifer Collection.   

Seeds for Thought is a quarterly publication of the 

Master Gardener Foundation of Washington State (MGFWS) 

Published February, May, August & November 

Editor:  MGFWS Executive Committee 

Publisher:  Mary Shane 

Officer Name County Email Address 

President Chris Bailey   Benton-Franklin mastergardenerwa@yahoo.com  

Secretary Mary-Cathern Edwards Kitsap m_c_Edwardscello@yahoo.com  

Treasurer Margaret Morris Yakima mmorris0615@hotmail.com  

VP Peninsula Mike McFadden Jefferson lelandlakehouse@wildblue.net  

VP Northwest Jane Billinghurst Skagit jane.billinghurst@gmail.com  

VP Southwest MaryJo Christensen Lewis christensenmj@comcast.net 

VP Metro Betty Ryan Pierce honearyan@msn.com  

VP Eastern Kathy Brenberger  Benton-Franklin kbrenberger@frontier.com 

Interim WSU MG Nicole Martini WSU nmartini@wsu.edu 
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