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From the President 

~~Chris Bailey, MGFWS President 

Looking out the window at my trees and shrubs glistening with frozen fog, it’s hard to 

believe spring is just around the corner.  I’m sure 

Master Gardeners are perusing their seed catalogs 

and garden journals and vowing to make this 

year’s garden the best ever. But Master 

Gardeners don’t stop there—they have big plans 

for their demonstration and community gardens 

as well. What a joy to see a new generation 

getting involved by growing their own food and 

teaching their children that tomatoes, beans and 

potatoes don’t just come from Safeway. Research 

has shown that adults and children who grow 

vegetables have improved their eating habits and 

overall health. They are more physically active 

and report a higher quality of life. It’s rewarding to know that Master Gardeners have had 

a hand in bringing about those changes.  

I’ve had some calls and emails from Master Gardeners asking when they will be able to 

register for the September conference in Tacoma. (Love that enthusiasm!) Pierce County is 

busy getting their website set up and running. They expect it to be available in spring, with 

some incentives for early registration. They’ve already sent out a letter to the counties 

about renting tables in the marketplace to sell their wares, and you will be receiving more 

conference information as it becomes available. In the meantime, mark your calendar to 

set aside September 18-20, 2014.  

I’m pleased to report the members of the State Foundation Board recently approved a 

proposal submitted by Clark County to host the 2015 conference in Vancouver. Many of 

you will remember the outstanding job they did as hosts of the 2010 conference. This time 

around, the conference venue will be the Vancouver Hilton. The seminars, meals, 

marketplace, raffle and silent auction will all take place at the Hilton, so you can park your car and forget it until the 

conference closes. Dean Sutera, Conference Coordinator, told me an unexpected by-product of the work they did on the 

2010 conference was an invigorated MG Program and Foundation. He said, “We’re ready to do it again!” 

Why try to explain miracles to your kids when you can just have them plant a garden.  ~Robert Brault 

Photo by Don Bailey 

Chris Bailey, President 
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An Interview with Peg Tillery, Retired WSU Kitsap Extension Educator 
~~Colleen Miko, Horticulture Educator , WSU Kitsap Extension 

Go anywhere in Kitsap County or to a 

gathering of gardeners in Western 

Washington with Peg Tillery and you'll 

see: just about everyone knows her.  A 

WSU Kitsap Master Gardener since 

1995, an Extension educator for 12 

years and a garden columnist for as 

long, it's no wonder she's a household 

name with the plant savvy.  In fact, at 

lunch at a local Thai place where this 

interview was held, a group stopped by 

the table to greet her: "Happy New 

Year," they chimed, followed by a 

round of hugs. 

When the format of this article was 

suggested, Peg joked that she's normal-

ly the one doing the interviewing—a switch in roles for the 

writer.   Fitting the time into her schedule to meet took 

some finesse and prompted the first question put to her: 

Colleen Miko: You were Horticulture Educator for 

WSU Kitsap Extension for nine years and Beachwatcher 

and Shoreline Educator for three years, a job you just 

retired from last August.  We all suspected you would be 

as busy in retirement as when you worked at Extension. 

Is this true? 

Yes!  That's too funny!  Since my retirement party last sum-

mer I've rejoined the Fish Park Steering Committee and am 

coordinating volunteers there.  [Fish Park in the City of 

Poulsbo is a public park that has expanded its boundaries of 

late and includes wonderful salmon viewing and scenic 

walks].  It's near and dear to my heart, and I have lots of 

friends who are stewards and docents there.  Then the 

Poulsbo Garden Club needed a VP, so I'm doing that.  And I 

regularly do surveys of beached birds with two friends as 

part of the COASST citizen science project and love it.  Oh, 

and my book club!  I'm madly reading a bunch of books, 

which is totally fun.  

I notice you refer often to your "retirement," and yet 

you are the garden editor for the popular quarterly 

WestSound Home & Garden Magazine, contributing as 

many as five articles an issue, and then you have a col-

umn in the K itsap Sun.  You love garden writing so 

much that you don't consider it work? 

No; oh no, it's not work! It’s funny because some people 

didn't know I was retired.  I got together for lunch with my 

high-school classmates, and a friend who reads my articles 

said, "So you're not going to write anymore?!" after she 

heard I'd retired.  I responded that I could never give up the 

writing.  It's pure pleasure. What's nice is that now I don't 

have to give up my weekends to interview somebody for an 

article or write late at night. I can do it anytime.  I am al-

ways honored when people say 

that my writing means something 

to them or that they learn some-

thing from it.  For whatever rea-

son, it always surprises me that so 

many people read my articles, but 

I am very thankful that they do. 

 

You have been writing for the 

local press since 1997 and cur-

rently pen the twice-monthly 

column "Plant Life" for the 

Kitsap Sun newspaper, website 

and blog.  Tell us about your 

column--how has it changed 

recently? 

Since the amazing Chris Smith retired from writing The 

Sound Gardener column at the end of 2013, the editor has 

asked me to write more about vegetables & fruits, which 

was Chris' focus.  (Chris is retired WSU Kitsap Extension 

Director.) Up to now I have been using my Plant Life col-

umn to flagrantly promote Master Gardener Program activi-

ties.  I will continue to do this, of course, along with regular 

garden topics, but I need to devote the column to edibles at 

least quarterly.  I always promote the good, science-based 

websites and not what I call “voodoo gardening.”  The chal-

lenge is I could write a column every week and still have 

something to say, but I have four weeks of gardening to 

cram into two columns. 

I haven't been blogging regularly; in fact, I'm bad at it. But 

it's the answer to covering all the topics I want to delve into.  

My goal for 2014 is to learn the technical skills to do the 

blog better and upload photos.  I just joined a Facebook gar-

den bloggers group in hopes of improving that part of my 

writing. 

You filmed 16 Kitsap Gardener episodes for local BKAT 

(Bremerton Kitsap Access Television), where you inter-

viewed local gardening experts.  What is your most 

memorable experience with television filming?  Any fun-

ny mishaps? 

Oh yes!  Lot's of funny stories.  It was wonderful that we 

were able to do these episodes.  John Rauch is the videogra-

pher that I worked with, and at first he wanted me to chan-

nel Cisco, which I tried for an episode and decided I just 

had to be myself.  Charlene Burnette, manager for BKAT 

provided half of the funding and the Master Gardener Foun-

dation of Kitsap the other half.  It was great fun.  I did an 

episode with Master Gardener Terry Strong, rest his soul, 

on organic turf care and alternatives to lawn.  Terry had a 

beautiful home lawn in Seabeck and we filmed it there.  

(Peg Tillery, continued on page 8) 

Molly Shurtleff  
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2014 Advanced-Education Conference in Tacoma: 
 It’s All About Sound Gardening! 
~~Virginia Ferguson, Conference Chair, Pierce County 

The Pierce County Master Gardener Foundation is rolling out the welcome mat for the 2014 Master Gardener Advanced-

Education Conference. They are hard at work putting together the most intensive three days you will find, which is saying 

a lot, given the quality of the past conventions. 

The Greater Tacoma Convention and Trade Center (GTCTC) will be the 

location of the daily programs, with vendors and a Market Place for sales by 

County Master Gardener Foundations.  The Raffle and Silent Auction will be 

available, as well. Plan to buy your gardening books, or a new Master 

Gardener sweatshirt while you are there. 

As always, the speakers will be the main focus of the conference.  The speaker 

committee co-chairs, Dale Skrivanich and Alice Dionne, have been hard at 

work tracking down some of the most interesting speakers you will find on 

horticulture and home gardening.  On Thursday afternoon, the opening plenary 

session will feature Dr. Timothy Lawrence talking about honey bees and 

colony collapse.  Other plenary sessions will feature Sue Milliken and Kelly 

Dodson, of Far Reaches Farm, talking about plant collecting around the world; 

Richie Steffen from the Elizabeth Carey Miller Botanical Garden, who will 

discuss the Great Plant Picks program; and Cliff Mass, UW Professor known 

as “The Weather Guy.” The Friday night banquet will be in the Murano 

Hotel’s Banquet Hall, and will be highlighted by Dr. John Bishop talking 

about the amazing recovery of flora on Mt. St. Helens after the 1981 eruption. 

In between the plenary sessions and the dinner presentation, there will be 

something for every interest connected with Master Gardener activities:  care 

and feeding of Master Gardener volunteers? It’s there! Working with children? 

They’ve got it! Latest in community gardens and home gardening? Just check 

the schedule.  Soil contamination problems, back yard winter gardens, looking 

at bugs through an electron microscope, how not to get sued! Something for 

everyone! 

Pierce County is even working to keep your spouse, partner or guest occupied.  

Tours are being scheduled on Thursday afternoon to the LeMay Car Museum 

in Tacoma, and on Friday to the Boeing Museum of Flight in Seattle.  There 

will be lots of other options for keeping your companion busy, so don’t worry 

that he or she will get bored! 

But wait—there’s more!  Instead of having tours on Wednesday before 

the conference starts, the Pierce County Master Gardeners are offering short 

tours on Thursday morning and long tours on Saturday afternoon.  Arrive 

Wednesday night and on Thursday morning you can visit the Wright Park 

Conservatory (one of the oldest in the US), or walk the pioneer garden at Fort 

Nisqually in Point Defiance Park.  The buses will leave from the conference 

hotel. On Thursday evening, take advantage of the Third Thursday Tacoma Art 

Mingle, and visit the three well-known art museums in downtown Tacoma 

(Museum of Glass, Washington State Historical Museum, Tacoma Art 

Museum) for free, just a short walk from the hotel and convention center—or ride the Tacoma Link light rail train from 

the stop across the street from the GTCTC. 

On Saturday, instead of rushing off at the end of the conference, you can take hop on the tour buses for a leisurely tour of 

the Point Defiance Park gardens and the Master Gardener Demonstration Garden at Sehmel Homestead Park in Gig 

Harbor, followed by dinner from the menu at a waterside restaurant, also in Gig Harbor.  Or ride the other direction, and 

tour the Master Gardener Demonstration Garden in Puyallup, then take in the Washington State Fair without the hassle of 

fighting traffic.  Pet the piggies, see the Grange displays, buy from the people hawking everything from tree-trimmers to 

(Conference, continued on page 5) 



Page 4 Seeds for Thought 

 

 

Linda J. Smith 

Montesano 

Grays Harbor  

Springtime 



Page 5 Seeds for Thought 

 

 

TechSoup: A Resource for Nonprofits 
~~Jane Billinghurst,  Skagit County (Almost, but Not Quite, a Techie) 

In our wired world, technology is expensive and it can be time-consuming for volunteers to get up to speed with new 

software and hardware even though we may suspect that having technology at our fingertips can help us better manage 

our resources and fulfil our mission. What to do? Plan that plant fair (which we already know how to do) or figure out 

how to get a PayPal button on our Foundation website (which takes us into uncharted waters)? And what about the cost of 

new software and hardware? That’s a big chunk out of our already stretched operating budgets. 

This is where TechSoup can help. Its mission is to provide nonprofits with the 

technology, knowledge, and resources they need to operate at their full 

potential. And TechSoup is a treasure chest of information. Major companies, 

such as Microsoft and Adobe, donate products such as Microsoft Office or 

Adobe Creative Suite, which nonprofits can then purchase from TechSoup for 

a nominal administration fee. Product licenses do not expire and are 

transferable within an organization. You can buy them for single or multiple 

computers. Microsoft even includes software assurance that means you can 

upgrade the product within two years at no additional fee. 

And now I begin to feel like one of those television advertisements where 

people shout and offers are put up on the television screen in capital letters. 

BUT THERE IS MORE! An individual or organization or multiple individuals 

from one organization can sign up for free newsletters on subjects and product releases of interest to non-profits. You can 

attend online webinars on topics such as navigating the TechSoup site (which I just did,) or how to use software to solicit 

or manage online donations, or how to create effective stories to engage people in your mission. You can follow blogs, 

join forums to ask questions and exchange ideas—whatever works to help you get the knowledge you need to run your 

non-profit efficiently. 

On the TechSoup website (www.techsoup.org), you can browse by Solution (such as cloud computing), Organization 

Type (such as foundations), or Featured Topic (such as managing volunteers). You can access hundreds of articles written 

specifically for nonprofits on topics ranging from upgrading to the latest version of Windows, to website design basics, to 

tips for protecting your computers from viruses.  

(TechSoup, continued on page 7) 

Nonprofits with 501(c)(3) status register 

with TechSoup to request donated 

products. The application is approved 

by TechSoup, and the organization must 

also meet the eligibility requirements of 

donor partners, which may vary. If 

you’re in it for the information rather 

than the products, anyone can access 

much of the free information on the 

TechSoup website without having to 

register.  

silk comforters, eat a scone or an Earthquake Burger.  Whichever tour you choose, you will be brought back to the 

conference hotel for a good night’s sleep before returning home on Sunday. 

Speaking of the conference hotel, did you know the Murano 

Hotel is the only four-star hotel* in the state outside of 

downtown Seattle?  Each room has marble fixtures and either 

two double beds or a king bed.  Each floor features a glass 

artist and an original work of glass art, with displays showing 

how the piece was created.  The lobby is full of glass art 

works from artists around the world (check out the glass 

gondolas!).  Meet other Master Gardeners in the lobby bar 

next to the fireplace and admire the amazing glass horse.  

Did you know Tacoma has more Chihuly glass on public 

display than most other cities have in controlled collections?  

The Murano Hotel not only has works by Chihuly, it has 

dozens of other world-class glass artists showcased as well. 

The Pierce County Master Gardeners will make this a satisfying opportunity for you to both access the latest thinking on 

Master Gardener issues and to provide you a chance to take a mini-vacation, explore gardens and museums, and see what 

else is going on in their corner of the world.  Or, as they say, “Come to Learn, Stay to Play!”  It’s all about Sound 

Gardening! 

See the website for all the details:  www.pc-wa-mg-conf.org.  

*Forbes Travel Guide 

(Conference, continued from page 3) 
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News from Kitsap County 
~~Jim Rodman, President, Master Gardener Foundation of Kitsap County 

 Our Fall Auction & Expo drew nearly 170 guests to beautiful Kiana Lodge, on the waterfront near Agate Pass Bridge 

and cleared close to $12,000. 

 For 2014, we continue our program of Third Wednesday seminars, which are open to the public and free of charge. 

They are held at Poulsbo Fire Station #71 (Conference Room), corner of State Hwy 305 and Liberty Road in Poulsbo, 

from 1:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m.  

 

 February 19: a double bill: 
“Ergonomic Gardening” and 

“Rain Gardens;” 

 March 19: “Creating Wildlife Habitat 
in your Backyard;” 

 April 16: “Plant Collecting, Zonal 
Denial and Microclimates.” 

 

Visit our website www.kitsapgardens.org for more information. 

The Children’s Garden at the Naval Air Station Whidbey 
~~Marcia Nelson, Master Gardener, Island County  

 

At the end of the season at the Children’s Garden at the Naval Air Station Whidbey Youth Center, Oak Harbor, we held 

our first annual open house for parents, other students, and other Master Gardeners. Jane Adams, 84, Children’s Garden 

Coordinator who retired after 13 years, was honored. We displayed the results of the kids’ Whidbey Island Fair entries 

(vegetables, herbs and flowers) and served food made from the vegetables they grew.  Later in October, at the Coupe-

ville Farmers Market, we entered their giant pumpkins at the Harvest Fest and won in the Junior Division with a 138 

pounder! 

Benton-Franklin Counties: Master Gardeners Help Feed the Hungry 
~~Bill Dixon, President, Benton-Franklin Counties Master Gardener Foundation 

In 2013, the Benton-Franklin Master Gardeners helped 

develop and mentor three new community gardens 

focused on low-income and disadvantaged populations. 

We also ran the "Plant A Row for the Hungry" program, 

where 400 individual and community gardeners donated 

over 16,000 pounds of fresh garden produce to local food 

banks. 

In 2014, we have requests to help develop and mentor at 

least four more community gardens, most of which will 

teach low-income gardeners to grow some of their own 

food. In addition, we will help Habitat for Humanity start 

home gardens for their low-income homeowners. 
Ribbon cutting at Jay Perry Community Garden in Kennewick 
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I got onto the site because of a request from our newsletter editor for software to help her put out a professional product. 

The Master Gardener Foundation of Washington State invested in Adobe Creative Suite 6 for $150 instead of the list 

price of about $1,500. A bargain indeed. After this experience, and after spending some time scrolling through the wealth 

of free information on the website, I am now recommending TechSoup to the many volunteer organizations I work with 

as a seemingly bottomless resource for information and technology to help us all move forward in the community work 

we want to do. If you’re not already familiar with TechSoup, I encourage you to check it out, pass on the word to friends, 

and see where this free and flexible resource takes you.  

(TechSoup, continued from page 5) 

Save the Date for the  2014 Whidbey Gardening Workshop 
~~Marcia Nelson,  Master Gardener, Island County 

Puget Sound-region gardeners from novice to advanced will be able to choose from over 40 classes covering a wide array 

of gardening topics at the daylong Whidbey Gardening Workshop 2014, to be held at Oak Harbor High School on 

Saturday, March 8, 2014. Marty Wingate, noted author of books for Northwest gardeners, local weekly radio-show 

gardening advisor and popular speaker about gardens and garden travel, will be our keynote speaker.  Whidbey Gardening 

Workshop is open to Master Gardeners and the public alike and costs $45 at the door. Pre-registration, with the 

opportunity to secure class preferences, is $40 online, starting February 4 at www.island.wsu.edu.  Or call 360-240-5527 

to request a registration packet by mail. 

http://www.island.wsu.edu
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Later on, when Terry passed away, at the memorial service for him, one of the slides they showed was of Terry wearing a 

backpack sprayer strolling around his lawn.  The joke was on me.  Here we had filmed this episode about organic meth-

ods with "Mr. Chemical Guy."  I totally fell for Terry's prank and it still makes me laugh. 

Fay Linger, a dear friend and Master Gardener, who sadly passed away this last year, did two episodes with me at her gar-

den. We had been friends for so long and had gone through the Master Gardener program together in '95.  We were kind 

of like snarky sisters who chip away at each other.  At one point during filming we were discussing, bickering, really, 

about how to pronounce a plant name.  Fay insisted it was one way; I another and John captured it on film.  I was right, of 

course.  Though naturally if Fay were here today, she would refute that statement.  The videos were educational and enter-

taining, and watching them brings back lots of great memories for me. 

You have been onboard with WestSound Home & Garden magazine since the first issue in 2005.  In your “Get the 

Dirt” column, you promote WSU volunteer programs and also feature backyard wildlife.  What topics are most 

interesting to you now? 

I recently saw Cori Carlton, in Thurston County, speak on slugs and I'd like to take up the topic again; I've learned some 

new things from her.   Also I love bats, owls and bees.  If I could write every October about bats, I would, but I can't keep 

repeating.  The one on owls was a favorite just because I love owls.  I have a database of the different critters I've written 

about, nearly 40 of them by now, so I don't duplicate. For each animal I profile, I learn something new doing the research. 

The magazine staff will at times suggest a creature; they asked me to write on "aphids" for the spring issue this year--talk 

about fascinating.    

Besides the wildlife topics, what other topics are important to you? 

Water.  Water is a huge one: too much, not enough, how do we manage it.  I think we really need to start tailoring our 

water use to our individual sites and that's a daunting task. Rain Gardens, cisterns, and even bog gardens are interesting 

and important.  I would love to see a ton more information and research done on bog gardens for properties with poor 

drainage.  

(Peg Tillery, continued from page 2) 

(Peg Tillery, continued on page 10) 
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Post Cards from Asotin County 
~~Deloris Jungert-Davisson,  Asotin County Master Gardener 

Post Cards 

To Our 

Parents 

Asotin County Master Gardeners 

continue to excel at their work 

helping children learn about 

gardening and good nutrition. This 

last year, children working with the 

Asotin Master Gardeners brought 

home a "Postcard to My Parents" every 

week, so the parents could see what 

their students were doing in class. I 

made sure that each and every 

student's picture was included on the 

weekly card.   These are two examples. 
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A Special Thank You 

The Master Gardener Foundation of 

Washington State wishes to express 

gratitude and appreciation to donors 

from the Washington State Combined 

Fund Drive, for their donation during 

this quarter. 

Seeds for Thought is a quarterly publication of the 

Master Gardener Foundation of Washington State (MGFWS) 

Published February, May, August & November 

Editor:  MGFWS Executive Committee 

Publisher:  Mary Shane 

Officer Name County Email Address 

President Chris Bailey   Benton-Franklin mastergardenerwa@yahoo.com  

Secretary Mary-Cathern Edwards Kitsap m_c_Edwardscello@yahoo.com  

Treasurer Margaret Morris Yakima mmorris0615@hotmail.com  

VP Peninsula Open   

VP Northwest Jane Billinghurst Skagit jane.billinghurst@gmail.com  

VP Southwest MaryJo Christensen Lewis christensenmj@comcast.net 

VP Metro Betty Ryan Pierce honearyan@msn.com  

VP Eastern Kathy Brenberger  Benton-Franklin kbrenberger@frontier.com 

Interim WSU MG Nicole Martini WSU nmartini@wsu.edu 

Last week I had a conversation with a friend about how vital houseplants are--people are indoors more than ever.  I have 

always grown a ton of houseplants and written about them.  Plants are important for indoor air quality and human health; 

it would be great to see more focus and research on indoor gardening and its benefits. 

You continue to be a WSU Kitsap Master Gardener and have been for 19 years.  How has the Program changed in 

terms of focus and impacts to the community in that time, in your opinion? 

I think the Program has always been great, and new technology has made it possible to reach more people than ever be-

fore.  We're helping more people grow their own food; there are more youth gardens than ever before.  I would venture 

that if you ask people if they have heard of Master Gardeners, 80-90 percent of them know what that means or know a 

Master Gardener.   

I am really glad that the Master Gardener Program is working more closely with industry professionals.  So many Master 

Gardeners are involved in the green industry somehow, and this makes our program stronger.  With more Master Garden-

ers still active in their careers, they bring their professional expertise and raise the caliber of knowledge of the whole Pro-

gram. Also, I think the Program is more demographically diverse than before.   

To keep up with Peg Tillery in her busy retirement and read her garden stories, visit WestSound Home & Garden 

Magazine at www.wshomeandgarden.net and the Kitsap Sun at www.kitsapsun.com. 

 

Colleen Miko is Horticulture Educator for WSU Kitsap Extension where she coordinates the Master Gardener and 

Rain Garden Mentor Programs, is a CPH (Certified Professional Horticulturist) and member of the Garden Writer's 

Association. 

(Peg Tillery, continued from page 8) 
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