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From the President
—Chris Bailey, MGFWS President

S
pring has arrived, and I’m sure everyone has been busy in the garden,
whether your own or work in one of the many community or demon-

stration gardens maintained by Master Gardeners across the state. What a
joy to see our gardening friends after the cold winter months!

In addition to gardening, the folks in Snohomish County are busy fine-
tuning arrangements for the 2013 advanced-education conference in Everett
in September. Seminars are being lined up, menus selected, and a special
celebration of the 40th anniversary of the Master Gardener program is being
planned. 

We’ve come a long way in those 40 years, and much of the progress we have made in the past
several years has been the result of the leadership of Tonie Fitzgerald, WSU Master Gardener
 Program Leader. Tonie will be retiring from Washington State University in July, and we will miss
her valuable contributions to the program. Tonie’s deep commitment has assured that our science-
based education truly empowers us to carry out our mission—to enhance natural resources, sustain
communities, and to improve the health and wellness of residents in all of our counties. 

Included in this issue of our newsletter is a tribute to Tonie. Many of her colleagues and friends
have expressed their congratulations and best wishes as Tonie looks forward to her well-deserved
 retirement. We all have special memories of her tenure. Speaking for myself, I will miss her sense of
humor and her warm and caring manner. She is indeed a natural leader who brings out the best in
those around her. Happy trails Tonie! �
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See photo essay by Doug Bascom

Seeds for Thought

Brassy Blooms

Plan to attend Conference.
See page 9 for details
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A University Thanks You

I
want to thank you for the continuous
hard work and contributions you have

made to Washington State University and
WSU Extension over the past 28 years.
After more than two and half decades of
fine service to this organization, you will
be sorely missed, but not forgotten.  The
legacy you have created will live on
through the Extension and Master
 Gardener clientele, staff and faculty whose
lives you have touched and whose careers
you have shaped and supported along the
way.  

Best wishes as you move on to the
next chapter of your life. 

Daniel J. Bernardo, Vice President 

for Agriculture and Extension 

From a Colleague

I
t has been an honor and privilege to
know Tonie Fitzgerald.  I have been

 inspired by her caring attitude, sense of
humor, calmness during times of strife, her
zest for living and for sharing her knowl-
edge, talents and expertise with all of us in
the Master Gardener Programs. 

I’m so glad my career in Extension was
blessed by Tonie Fitzgerald as a colleague
and as a mentor.  Tonie is the perfect per-
son who lead her colleagues and our vol-
unteers in horticulture.  She has always
been professional, but at the same time

very kind and willing to problem solve
when the needs arose. All of that is tem-
pered with a zeal for life and a great sense
of humor.  I will always remember her
smile and her kindnesses.

Thank you abundantly, Tonie.
 Thoroughly enjoy your retirement. 

Peg Tillery, WSU Kitsap County Extension

Tonie Fitzgerald Hall?

W
hen Dr. Linda Fox, as Director of
WSU Extension, appointed Tonie

Fitzgerald to be our WSU Extension Mas-
ter Gardener Program Leader, I thought
this was the very best news that could be
received for the 4,000 plus Master Gar-
dener volunteers in Washington State. 

I have known Tonie since the early 80s
when she was the Horticulture Extension
Agent in Spokane County and was well
aware of not only her passion for the
 Master Gardener program, but also how
highly she valued each and every volun-
teer. I think most of us continue to be in
awe of her accomplishments in such a
short time. Tonie’s unparalleled leadership
has once again made our WSU Master
Gardener program a model for other states
to follow. 

Her trademark ability to educate and
inspire others will be remembered in the
decades to come as the cornerstones for
the continued success of the Master

 Gardener program in Washington state.
Wish we could name a building on the
WSU campus in her honor!

Don Tapio, WSU Extension, 

Grays Harbor/Pacific Counties

Opening Doors

W
hen our organization decided to
launch MasterGardener magazine,

we knew it was risky. But like planting
that “I-have-to-have-it” zone 6 Rhodo-
dendron in zone 5, sometimes you just
have to try. We had to convince local
Master Gardeners that we weren't trying
to make money off their brand, and we
managed that after a year or two. But con-
vincing the national group that we were
in it more for altruistic reasons than for
profit, was much more difficult. Tonie
Fitzgerald believed in our mission, spoke
clearly to the other state leaders, and was,
with Dr. Linda Kirk Fox, instrumental in
opening doors for us. Though the project
ended much like that Rhody in my gar-
den, growing the magazine was a reward-
ing experience. Leaders like Tonie are
rare. We all have been touched by her
tenderness, her dedication, and her
 amazing drive to do what is best.

Jim Black, Managing Editor, retired

Good Fruit Grower magazine

and MasterGardener magazine

Thanks, Tonie!
When Tonie Fitzgerald talks, people listen.
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A House of Awards

O
nce, Tonie Fitzgerald commissioned
a co-worker to take the various

plaques, awards and commendations she’d
received and to turn them into something
useable. The resulting Birdhouse of
 Accomplishment was a work of art, and
had a prominent position in Tonie’s office
for years.

Awards, she would say, rarely serve a
purpose and she would rather believe that
the changes those moments of acclaim
represented would do far more to help the
earth.

Tonie tried, every day, to do something
good for the earth—with those efforts
ranging from reusing her coffee cup to
teaching and guiding a league of students
in the use of sustainable gardening
 activities. 

This earth, and our state of Washing-
ton, is in far better shape as a result of
Tonie’s commitment to training the
 trainers—the WSU Master Gardeners.
Those years of inspiring, educating and
guiding those volunteers—and knowing
that her work will be carried on in future
training—is the best reward for her
 collective body of work.

Penny Simonson

Former Program Coordinator

Spokane County

My Kind of Lady

E
ver since I started in my position with
WSU Kitsap Extension, Tonie has

been there for me.  Shortly after I started
as a new MG Coordinator in 2011, we
had a meeting at the Center for Urban
Hort and I offered to pick up Tonie at the
airport and take her to the meeting.  I am
so glad I did! We ended up at the end of
the day killing time before her flight in a
consignment shop.  My kind of lady! 

Tonie is super responsive and every
time I've had a question or challenge
where I needed sage advice, she's pro-
vided helpful suggestions in a way that
 always makes me feel as though I can han-
dle anything that comes along.  I will miss
her leadership and down-to-earth
 perspective.

Colleen Miko, WSU Extension 

Pierce County

Plant Pathology Buddies

I
’ve known Tonie since she first arrived
in Washington when we were graduate

students in the WSU Plant Pathology De-
partment, both of us originally from Penn-
sylvania.  Gardening in Eastern
Washington is much easier with her great
information.  Happy Trails, My Friend!

Laura Willett, Yakima Master Gardener

You Grow People, Too

T
onie's work as horticulturalist has
grown people as well as plants—she

knows the plant-life territory and has
 extended herself to make sure the roots
and branches of the WSU Master
 Gardener program continue to thrive.
Thanks, Tonie. 

Mary Robson, WSU Extension

King County, retired

A Cat-Herder Extraordinaire

F
ourteen years ago, I called a total
stranger for advice on coordinating a

Master Gardener program.  Tonie told me
that gardeners are the best, most delight-
ful people you could hope to work with,
and answered all my questions with that
wonderful blend of humor and wisdom
we've all come to know.  She has been a
source of joy and inspiration (and enter-
tainment) ever since.  

I remember her leading a logic model
training in Spokane with great compas-
sion on September 11, 2001—a day when
nothing in the world seemed logical any-
more.  And there was the banquet where
she talked everyone into putting the cen-
terpieces on their heads for the formal
picture.   And the day her radio called out
to her by name.  And the flying mon-
keys....  We all have a wealth of fun
“Tonie” stories, but more than anything,
we are grateful for her work in bringing
our statewide WSU Master Gardener pro-
gram into something that truly is now
"world class".  Tonie, you have been a cat-
herder extraordinaire, and we will miss
you.  We benefit every day from the work
you've done.  Know that we will all do our
best to keep the WSU Master Gardener
program living up to the high standards
you have established!  

Carol Mack, WSU Extension

Pend Oreille County

Dear Tea

“I
t's the end of the world," said the
caterpillar.

"It's just the beginning!" said the
 butterfly. Love~Bee.

Brigitta Jozefowski

Former assistant to Tonie Fitzgerald

Tonie Fitzgerald was never reluctant to join

in with the work, here helping children

learn basic planting techniques.
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“MASTER GARDENERS ARE THE BEST”

An Honor and a Pleasure

I
t has been an honor and a great pleasure to be the WSU Extension
Master Gardener Volunteer Program Leader these past five years. Let
me tell you why.

This spring I was part of a national group charged with crafting a
mission statement for the National Extension MG Volunteer Program.  There
I was representing the state of Washington where the concept of training vol-
unteers to help University Extension reach into communities began! Now all
states in the USA have a program, and most are modeled after ours. Imagine

how proud I was to be carrying forward the early work of
Dave Gibby, Bill Scheer, and George Pinyuh and the work
that you as volunteers have sustained for four decades. 

Here’s the mission statement we came up with to send
on to the National Extension Master Gardener Volunteer
Leadership Task Force . . . for adoption: Extension Master
Gardener programs educate people about environmentally
sound horticulture and gardening practices through a net-
work of volunteers trained and managed by land-grant uni-
versity faculty and staff.

Again, imagine how proud I was that the words this
multistate group of leaders and volunteers came up with describe our WSU
Master Gardener Program to a T!  WSU Master Gardeners are a network of
4,895 university-certified volunteers who are all over our state, teaching peo-
ple about gardening in neighborhoods, schools, community gardens, prisons
and other places where people can learn correct horticulture methods. Our
training at WSU is about the best, with a training manual written by WSU
faculty, an online course with faculty lectures, and classroom activities facili-
tated by program coordinators in every county. 

What an honor it has been to work with all of you . . . so dedicated, in
fact, that you’re willing to pay for that science-based training, take tests on it,
and then volunteer to share your knowledge through projects in your commu-
nities.

And did I say it was a pleasure, too? Are you kidding me? Master Gardener
volunteers are the best people in the WORLD to be associated with. First,
you love plants, and what’s not to like about people who love plants?  Sec-
ond, you’re incredibly clever. You somehow figure out a way to escape your
family, home and professional responsibilities to spend hours every month
learning more about plants, teaching about plants, inspiring others to take
care of plants and, yes, finding a way to fit ONE MORE little green friend
into an already full yard. You’re very clever. 

And you’re generous. You give of your time, your gardens and your
kitchens (those potlucks!) to make your communities better for everyone
who lives there. You’re a model for our whole nation.

MASTER GARDENERS, you’re the best! As I said at first, it has been an
honor and a great pleasure. 

Thank you so much. Keep up the great work. I’ll see you at your plant
sales.
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T
onie has appointed six people to serve on a selection committee for
an Interim Program Leader to be appointed in June of 2013. Applica-

tions for the interim position are due May 1st. The interim position will
be for up to one year and will end when WSU Extension Administration
has hired a faculty-level program leader.

County’s Appreciation

B
est wishes Tonie on your upcoming retire-
ment.  Thank you for all of the help that

you have provided the WSU Asotin County Mas-
ter Gardener program as the Spokane County Ex-
tension Educator, and as the WSU Master
Gardener Program Leader.  

Mark Heitstuman and the Asotin County 

Master Gardeners

Practical, Enthusiastic Advice

I
n my career as a Skagit County Master Gar-
dener, I have interacted with Tonie on numer-

ous occasions. She was unfailingly helpful and
quick to respond to questions with practical ad-
vice and enormous enthusiasm for MG efforts.
She was economical with time and resources, and
gave us the support we needed so we could all
concentrate on improving our county programs,
knowing she was working hard to make the state-
wide program a place where we could all share
and grow. 

Jane Billinghurst

2012 Master Gardener of the Year

You Made Such a Difference

T
hank you, Tonie, for your outstanding leader-
ship over the past several years. It has been

such a pleasure to work with you. Your energy and
enthusiasm toward the program have made such a
difference!

Nicole Martini, Pierce County

Too Few, Too Many Words

F
ifty words are too few to express our
 gratitude,
And waaay too many for a goodbye we don’t

want to say.
You’ve proven thousands of times in hundreds

of ways that passing “research-based information”
by creating connections between people is the
most effective education of all.  

All that, and still in your twenties!
Thank You Tonie!
Tim, Anna and Spokane County

…It’s Your Mother!

B
ecause of you, forever in my lexicon is, “If
it’s not one thing, it’s your mother!” How

lucky could a girl have been?  I got to be presi-
dent of the state Master Gardener Foundation for
two years of your tenure as WSU Master Gar-
dener Program Leader.  I can’t imagine anyone
easier and more delightful with whom to work
than you, Tonie.  Meilleurs vœux, ma chère amie!

Mary Shane, Former President

State Master Gardener Foundation
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Master 
Gardeners, a
WSU success 
O

n Saturday mornings, the  Issaquah farmers market is
abuzz. People line up outside the city’s historic Pick-
ering barn to buy big red wands of rhubarb, strawber-

ries from Puyallup, and armloads of flowers. Music flows
through—reggae, elementary school choirs, jazz.

Amidst the din and bright colors from the multitude of
vendors and visitors, keen experts with nothing to sell at all
set up their table. They wait while people bring things to
them—baggies full of leaves, vials holding insects, and
dozens and dozens of questions. These are Master Gardeners,
trained by Washington State University and empowered by
their communities to advise, serve, and instruct their friends
and neighbors on gardening and the environment.

At the same time, just a few miles away in Redmond, a
similar table is set up at the farmers market on Leary Way.
And still others in the Magnolia neighborhood of Seattle, at
the Village Green market on Vashon Island, in Edmonds, in
Port Orchard, and south in Puyallup.

These Saturday morning experts are not just at the farm-
ers markets, they have tables at the Fred Meyer in Shoreline,
outside a historic mansion in Ferndale, at the Lowe’s in
Tacoma, and at the County Fairgrounds in Spokane. They
are part of one of the longest-running, most successful pro-
grams ever to come out of Washington State University.
Master Gardener programs not only train and certify thou-
sands of volunteers state-wide, but they have branched all
across the country into communities as far off as New York,
Puerto Rico, and Guam.

For all that Master Gardeners are and do, once they were
just a good idea.

by Hannelore Sudermann
Courtesy of Washington State Magazine

Click HERE to read the remainder of this article published in
the Fall 2009 online issue of Washington State Magazine.

Is There News From Your 
Master Gardener Program?

The Seeds for Thought newsletter offers all county WSU
 Master Gardener programs and foundations an excellent way
to publicize your projects and events.  Working with your
county’s representative to the Master Gardener Foundation of
Washington State or with a member of your organization’s
leadership, send  articles to Mary Shane, Seeds for Thought
managing editor,  (meshane@comcast.net) according to the fol-
lowing schedule:

ARTICLES DUE: FOR PUBLICATION:
January 1 February 1
April 1 May 1
July 1 August 1

October 1 November 1

It’s So Many Things

I
have been wracking my brain to say one nice thing, something,
about Tonie.  See it’s not just one thing, something, it’s so many

somethings.  
I’ve known Tonie when she was a young book author and

 Master Gardener Program Assistant.  Known her when she jumped
in to organize major seminar series for the inland landscape and
nursery industry.  Then she jumped in to fundraising, finding
money to support her programs.  I barely kept up, because she was
coming up with new ideas and carrying them out with purpose,
careful thought and execution.  Then I’ve known her as the
 Master Gardener Program Coordinator.  Not since Van Bobbit,
many years before her, had we had someone who organized meet-
ings to find out what we needed/wanted, and then set about to
help “make it so”.  

I’ve known of personal and health battles, and more important,
the victories. She pressed on. Then she redesigned the MG Web
site: well organized, so we can actually find what we need.  And I
knew her when she “embraced” the new technologies and she
dragged us over to Spokane to learn about flip cameras and webi-
nars. 

All along the way there were kindnesses, and great laughter.
And now she is retiring and all that grand knowing will stop as she
steps away. New people and ideas will rise up and take the program
in new directions or build on the solid foundation she and others
before her have built.  No, that’s wrong.  It’s more than a founda-
tion now (no puns intended), Tonie, et. al., framed in the structure
on top of the foundation and now it’s up to us to decide on the
walls and wallpaper.  Well, I’m still working Tonie, so the only way
I’ll “have known her” from here on out, is if she checks in with us
all, and brings a little humor to the day.  And when we get too
stuck on the seriousness of the world and our workload, she’ll re-
mind me that we will one day just be little grease spots in the fossil
record, that we shouldn’t get too wrapped up in urgency of the
 moment.  I am an admiring Tonie groupie.

Sharon Collman

WSU Extension, Snohomish County

http://wsm.wsu.edu/s/index.php?id=301
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R
edworms, or red wigglers, manure worms or compost
worms, live in the soil in the surface layer of decaying
vegetation.  They feed on this layer, multiplying in

numbers, and die, distributing their nutrients over a large area.
They’re often used in worm bins. 

Earthworms are burrowers and soil processors, eating dead or-
ganics and rock particles, grinding and excreting them as a finely
ground mix that serves as food for bacteria.  They can survive in
harsh situations better than redworms.  They do not assimilate
the organics for themselves to the same extent as redworms.
They don’t multiply as quickly. 

Worms are cold-blooded and are not born. They hatch from
cocoons smaller than a grain of rice. The largest earthworm ever
found was in South Africa and measured 22 feet from end to
end. An earthworm can grow only so long. The size of an adult
worm will depend on what kind of worm it is, how many seg-
ments it has, how old it is and how well fed it is. Earthworms
have the ability to replace or replicate lost segments, depending
on the species of worm, the amount of damage to the worm and
where it’s cut.  Even though worms don’t have eyes, they can
sense light, especially at their anterior (front end). They move
away from light and will become paralyzed if exposed to light for
too long (approximately one hour). 

Earthworms don’t like their burrows disturbed. They’ll tunnel
deeply in the soil pulling the organic matter into the soil layer
and bring subsoil closer to the surface where they mix it with the
topsoil. They feed on the surface on dead grass, leaves, etc.
Nightcrawlers (also known as dew worms) often surface at night
to pull those fallen leaves into their burrow. As the leaf decom-
poses a little they pull small bits off to munch on. They also take
in soil as they burrow, extracting nutrients. As they move about,
they secrete worm slime. It contains nitrogen, which helps hold
together clusters of soil particles in formations called “aggre-
gates,” helping to increase the amount of the soil’s air and water. 

Earthworms break down organic matter into the form that
plants use while they leave behind valuable castings or vermi-
compost as fertilizer.  500,000 worms living in an acre of soil
could make 50 tons of vermicompost. That's equivalent to
100,000 one-pound coffee cans. These same 500,000 worms bur-
rowing into an acre of soil can create a drainage system equal to
2,000 feet of 6-inch pipe. A healthy soil will have 25 earth-
worms per square foot, equal to a million worms per acre.  

Castings, or vermicompost, is richer in nutrients than the sur-
rounding soil and often has three times more calcium and sev-
eral times more NPK and micronutrients. Vermicompost can
increase germination and growth in many plants.  Only 5% ver-
micompost added to commercial growing media is all that’s
needed. In experiments, twice as many plant roots grew in pure
vermicompost than in sphagnum peat moss.  And potting mix
with 10% vermicompost added improved the germination of
low-viability seeds by 43%.  Adding worms to crop soil is now
considered standard practice in New Zealand.  

Microbes in a worm’s gut can help destroy harmful chemicals
and break down other organic wastes. Worms also neutralize soil

pH. Crops grown in earthworm-
 inhabited soil have shown yield
increases from 25% to over
300%.  Earthworms help
to eliminate lawn
thatch. Soils rich in
earth-
worms
have
fewer harm-
ful nematodes.  A large earthworm popu-
lation suppresses weed growth. They’re
free farm help, turning the soil, bringing
down organic matter from the surface and mixing
it with the soil below. 

Having worms in your garden is an excellent sign that your
soil is healthy. They live where there is food, moisture, oxygen
and a favorable temperature. Without these, they’ll leave. They
can eat about a quarter to a half of their weight each day. They
have no teeth but strong mouth muscles. 

How healthy is your soil?  Dig up and sieve the dirt from a
square foot of your garden soil.  How many worms did you find?
Healthy soil can produce 40 tons of vermicompost per acre. 

You can attract earthworms to your garden.  Your soil should
be mulched with organic mulches to help stabilize soil tempera-
ture and moisture.  Mulch provides the worms their food and
shelter.  Native mulch and compost are the most valuable.  Un-
finished compost is one of the best worm food mulches.  Most
organic fertilizers tend to have a positive effect on earthworms
and increase worm densities.  Most artificial synthetic fertilizers
reduce earthworm populations. Earthworms are also sensitive to
salts and several chemicals.

Earthworms need a continuous supply of calcium, and are not
found in soils low in calcium. Earthworm numbers doubled when
soil pH rose from 4.1 to 6.7. Worms can lose 20% of their body
weight each day in mucus and castings, so they need soil mois-
ture to stay alive. They’re active only when the soil is moist. If a
worm’s skin dries out, it dies. During drought, some species bur-
row deep into the soil and are inactive until rain “reactivates”
them. 

After four years, no-till fields had twice as many worms as
cultivated soils. However, shallow cultivation may not affect
worm numbers. Be aware that tilling not only kills beneficial
fungi but reduces the number of earthworms. But the bodies of
earthworms are nutrient-rich in minerals, amino acids, proteins
and vitamins.  When they die, their nutrients are released in the
soil.   �

by Judi Stewart, Jefferson County Master Gardener 
Adapted from Worm Facts and Organic Management 

for the Professional by Howard Garrett, John Ferguson 
& Mike Amaranthus, Acres USA

Earthworms



M
any of you Master Gardeners
learned from and admired
George Pinyuh, who passed

away February 20, 2013. He joined WSU
as area horticulture agent in King and
Pierce Counties from the late 1970's until
1995.  He quickly established himself as a
clear expert in trees and shrubs, particu-
larly broadleaf evergreens. A popular per-
sonality, columnist and lecturer, he
brought WSU into media prominence.
Thousands of fans followed him weekly on
the Jim French show, (KIRO radio) and
on television.

His influence on WSU Master
 Gardeners lasts, because he taught—from
the early years of the MG program--accu-
rately, seriously and with dedication. His
capacity to master knowledge would have
served him in any field, but, fortunately
for the horticultural world, he invested
his gifts in mastering plants.   

George had a remarkably clear speak-
ing style, mixing humor with knowledge.
He carried live plants -- and the occa-
sional animal -- to radio shows and made
them vivid to listeners who could see
them only through his descriptions.   He
preferred wit and humor over superficial

flash.  When asked how to help children
discover gardening, he suggested,
 "Develop a zucchini with fur and a purr."
His New Jersey edge never dulled, both in
his inimitable accent and his direct
 skewering of ignorance.

George's garden in Kent drew admirers
throughout the seasons and particularly
when special plants bloomed.  He was
generous in sharing plants and was known
to landscape professionals and passionate
gardeners everywhere. He was a gardener
and horticulturist to the core: profession,
avocation and passion. 

Always reveling in experiment,
George planted a thriving cactus display
in his shady landscape, defying both
weather and ordinary nursery inventory.
He explored the global plant world, popu-
lating his home arboretum with the un-
usual, including a remarkably large
Embothrium coccineum ‘Chilean Fire
Tree’, which attracted both humming-
birds and horticulturists.    

He shared his life with his wife Susi,
daughters Mari and Laura and two
 granddaughters. He will be missed for his
humor, direct manner, curmudgeonly
 moments, knowledge and, most of all, his

willingness to share his love of plants at
the drop-of-a-leaf.

You who knew George Pinyuh will
have your own thoughts to add to this; if
you did not know him, observe and learn
from the garden world in his honor.

A memorial celebration for George
Pinyuh will be on Sunday, June 23rd, at
the Center for Urban Horticulture, in
Seattle.  Time to be announced.   �

by Sharon Collman, WSU faculty 
and Mary Robson, WSU faculty, retired.

GEORGE PINYUH

Teacher and Inspiration

Seeds for Thought is a quarterly publication of the
Master Gardener Foundation of Washington State (MGFWS)

Published February, May, August & November
Editors:  MGFWS Executive Committee

Managing Editor: Mary Shane (meshane@comcast.net)

Officer Name County E-mail Address

President Christine Bailey Benton-Franklin mastergardenerwa@yahoo.com

VP Metro Region Betty Ryan Pierce honearyan@msn.com

VP Northwest Region Jane Billinghurst Skagit jane.billinghurst@gmail.com

VP Peninsula Region Open

VP Southwest Region Open

VP Eastern Region Eileen Davis-Thorne Benton-Franklin wagardenertr@yahoo.com

Secretary Mary-Cathern Edwards Kitsap m_c_Edwardscello@yahoo.com

Treasurer Margaret Morris Yakima mmorris0615@hotmail.com

WSU MG Program Leader Tonie Fitzgerald WSU tjfitz@wsu.edu
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A Special 
Thank-You

The Master Gardener Foundation
of Washington State wishes to express
gratitude and appreciation to donors
from the Washington State Combined
Fund Drive for their donations during
this quarter.  

We have received donations from
the following people in memory of
George Pinyuh:

Jill Ault
Naomi S. Gat
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Strand

George and Susi Pinyuh
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Clean Boats, Clean Waters
W

e residents of Diamond Lake, Wash-
ington, are concerned about the
aquatic invasive species (AIS) that

find their way into our beautiful lake.  We have
received grants and have spent thousands of our
own dollars fighting AIS.  Every year, we survey
the lake for milfoil.  We have a suction barge that
our own divers use to remove milfoil.  Most years
we also treat it with chemicals.  But every year we
still have milfoil.  Our outlet is overgrown with
reed canarygrass to the point that some of our
high-water issues are due to the blocked flow.
The lovely yellow flag iris is multiplying along the
shoreline.   Purple loosestrife and flowering rush
are present in bodies of water around us where
boats have been, then come to our lake,
 potentially introducing new AIS to our waters.

In the summer of 2009, one of our Improve-
ment Association’s board of directors visited back
East.  She reported her experience at Lake
 Ontario, where she had to wear shoes for all the crunching of
zebra mussels on the beach and in the water.  This sparked the
board’s interest, and Diamond Lake Improvement Association
started doing research on quagga/zebra mussels. 

Our association’s mission statement states that it was formed,
“…to protect and preserve the water and enhance the quality of
life on Diamond Lake through planning, visionary leadership &
dedicated volunteers for the benefit of current & future genera-
tions.”  We knew we had to do something to prevent infestation
and at the same time control the milfoil and other aquatic inva-
sive plants.  We only have one public launch, and this seemed to
be the place to invest our efforts.

We contacted local and Washington state agencies for assis-
tance, but most did not understand what we were trying to do.
Our Noxious Weed Board, however, gave us great support. 

Washington State Department of Fish & Wildlife is certainly
an invaluable agency when dealing with water in our state.  The
local agents are wonderful to work with, but the bureaucracy is a
different story.  Unfortunately, when we tried to get permission
from Fish & Wildlife to set up the inspection process on a state
launch, access was denied to the association.  Reasons given in-
cluded that recreation is a priority for the agency over inspection
and prevention.  Since our wash station would take up part of
the upper parking lot, it could not be approved.  We had plans
for a lake host also, but since it might take a recreationalist’s
parking spot, it was not acceptable to Fish & Wildlife.  Several
meetings were set and letters written to local and state represen-
tatives.   After almost two frustrating years, we had an approval
from Fish & Wildlife to allow our association to inspect boats
entering Diamond Lake.

Mike Wilkinson, with Fish & Wildlife, came to the lake for a
training session where more than 30 lake residents learned the
inspection process.  We have a couple who are our lake hosts
who park their RV at the launch and inspect full-time Thursday
through Monday.  On Tuesdays and Wednesdays, volunteers take 

over during the busy times.  Volunteers are also
available during the busy times of holidays to help
out. Everyone who volunteers is provided a red
polo shirt with “Clean Boats Clean Waters” on it,
along with a baseball cap with the logo on the
front.  They get to keep these and wear them
whenever they do inspections and to meetings to
promote the program.  We are getting to be well-
known around the area.

On Opening Day 2012, Diamond Lake Clean
Boats Clean Waters inspected its first boat enter-
ing Diamond Lake.   Throughout the day, we in-
spected over 40 boats.  Folks were cooperative.
We greeted them with our name, (“We are from
the Diamond Lake Improvement Association, and
this is a voluntary inspection for aquatic invasive
species”).  We ask if they are aware of AIS.  Most
are, but we have pamphlets to distribute and sam-
ples to show if they are not aware.  Our purpose is
not only to prevent boats from entering our lake

with AIS, but also to educate boaters about the dangers and how
they can care for their vessels in order to prevent carrying AIS
from one body of water to another.  (Private launches on the
lake have been notified to have boats inspected prior to allowing
a launch, and our association has offered assistance in locking
and securing private launches if necessary.)

The inspection procedure only takes a couple of minutes.
After asking what was the last body of water the vessel was in,
we record the registration number of the boat and check the
state in which the boat and car have been licensed.  Boats that
have recently been in lakes and rivers in areas well-known for
invasive plants are closely examined.   Any license or registra-
tion from a state other than Washington, Oregon, or Idaho war-
rants an extra inspection, since these are the only states that are
mussel-free.   A quick, yet thorough going-over of the vessel, and
the recreationalist is ready to launch.  We have inspected more
than 100 boats on a busy weekend and more than 1,000 in the
season.  We have only found a few with weeds hanging on, and
only washed a few due to weeds.  No mussels have been found.

The Pend Oreille County Sheriff ’s Department is supportive
of our program.  We share stats with them, and they often drive
through the launch and almost weekly come down to inspect
boats for registrations and safety regulations.  This shows boaters
how serious our association is in keeping its waters safe and
clean.  Although we have no enforcement power, we know that
if we ever have a real problem, one call will have our deputies
involved immediately.

Thanks to Wisconsin and Michigan for sharing their tried-
and-proven methods for the program.  The residents at Diamond
Lake are committed to protecting and preserving our beautiful
waters and are willing to work hard to accomplish this.  We hope
to improve our program each season and continue to educate to
protect our waters. �

by Geri Guinn, Pend Oreille County Master Gardener, 
and member of the Diamond Lake Improvement Association





Brassy Blooms
by Doug Bascom


