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Greetings WSU Extension Master Gardeners. I was so 

pleased to be contacted by Mary Shane about contributing 

to the Master Gardener Foundation of Washington State’s 

quarterly newsletter, Seeds for Thought. It is a pleasure to 

do so. I am also so pleased to have the opportunity to lead 

the WSU Extension Master Gardener Program statewide for 

the next year or so. It is a distinct honor to lead the nation’s 

top Master Gardener Program. 

Some of you may be 

wondering what my 

qualifications are for the 

position. So, I thought 

sharing with you some of my 

background would be a good 

place for me to start. While 

originally a California girl, I 

grew up mostly in Idaho. 

This is how I ended up at the 

University of Idaho, where I 

earned my bachelor’s degree 

in landscape architecture. 

Not long after that, I made 

my way to the East Coast and, eventually, Georgia. I lived 

in Georgia for eight years and spent a few of those years 

earning my master of science degree in horticulture.  

I feel so fortunate to have been able to attend two 

outstanding land-grant universities, which is why I think it 

only natural that I ended up working for Extension. Before 

beginning my work with WSU, I spent two years working 

with the University of Georgia’s Extension system as an 

Extension Agent in a Metro-Atlanta county. An Extension 

Agent in Georgia is equivalent to an Extension Educator at 

WSU. My work with UGA included collaborating with 

Master Gardeners on many different projects. I have to 

admit that was one of the highlights of my job there. 

After eight years in Georgia, I was ready to get back to the 

Northwest and couldn’t think of a better place to live and 

work, then the Pacific Northwest. As you can imagine, I 

was quite excited to see the WSU Pierce County Master 

Gardener Program Coordinator position open up in 2006. I 

thought I’d be a great fit for the job, and I guess the hiring 

committee and the Pierce County Master Gardeners thought 

so, too, because in 2007 I began my tenure as the program’s 

coordinator! 

I had so much fun working with the Master Gardeners in 

Pierce County. What an amazing group of people with 

which to work. In the six years I coordinated that program, I 

had the joy of seeing it grow in many ways. Outreach 

(Meet Nicole! Continued on page 7) 

Hello, Master Gardeners!   

~~Chris Bailey, MGFWS President 

What a year this has been! We said goodbye to Tonie 

Fitzgerald and wished her well as she began her well 

deserved retirement. Now we say hello to Nicole 

Martini who has been appointed the interim WSU 

Program Leader. How lucky we were to have Tonie at 

the helm, and how fortunate we are to have the 

leadership passed along to another dedicated, 

enthusiastic and knowledgeable person. Welcome 

Nicole! 

Have you visited the WSU Master Gardener website 

lately? It has been revised and updated and is now 

much easier to navigate. One recent addition is a PowerPoint that explains the difference 

between the Master Gardener Program and Master Gardener Foundations. (Yes, there's a 

BIG difference.) You can also download the impressive 2012 report of accomplishments 

made by Master Gardeners across the state. It can be used when talking to your county or 

state government representatives to let them know they are getting a substantial return 

on their investment in our program.  

Our annual conference in September will be here before you know it. Tours and classes are 

filling up fast. If you don't want to be left out, go to www.wa-mg-conf.org and sign up 

before you forget. We will be celebrating the 40th anniversary of the Master Gardener 

Program – 40 Years of Growing Together— and you don't want to miss the party.  

"Gardening is cheaper than therapy and you get tomatoes." (Author unknown.) 

Meet Nicole Martini! 
~~An Introduction from Nicole Martini, WSU Interim MG Program Leader 
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Look at What’s on Tap at the 2013 Advanced-Education Conference in Everett! 
~~Dianne Elledge, Snohomish County Master Gardener & Conference Committee Co-Chair 

Is There News From Your Master Gardener Program? 

The Seeds for Thought newsletter offers all county WSU Master Gardener programs and foundations an excellent way to 

publicize your projects and events.  Working with your county’s representative to the Master Gardener Foundation of 

Washington State or with a member of your organization’s leadership, send articles to Mary Shane, Seeds for Thought 

publisher, (meshane@comcast.net) according to the following schedule: 

Articles Due to Publisher by: For Publication on: 

January 1 February 1 

April 1 May 1 

July 1 August 1 

September 1 October 1 
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In case you haven't heard yet, the Master Gardener Foundation of Snohomish County is hosting the annual WSU Master 

Gardener Advanced-Education Conference this year. Dates are September 26-28 at the Edward D. Hansen Conference 

Center in Everett. This year is particularly exciting, as we'll be celebrating “40 years of Growing …Together!”   

The conference is open to the public as well as Master Gardeners, and registrations are filling so sign up soon! This year’s 

program includes 40 topics and 50 speakers. You’ll attend interactive sessions, a Sharing Success Gallery Walk, panel 

discussions, and hear Ed Hume as the keynote speaker. Class levels range from beginning to advanced.  Go to www.wa-

mg-conf.org to make your selections and register. 

Also check out the hotel discounts linked under "Transportation and Lodging." Both offer free shuttle service to the con-

ference if you don't want to use the parking garage at the venue. 

Three tours will take place the day before the conference. Chartered buses will leave from and return to the conference 

center at 2000 Hewitt Ave., in Everett. Choices of box lunches and museum-entry fees are included in the fares.   

The first tour begins at the Master Gardener demonstration garden at Everett's Arboretum in Legion Park. The demo gar-

den is the first one you see after entering the arboretum and, many say, the 

nicest. Following is a guided visit of the Tulalip Tribe’ Hibulb Cultural Cen-

ter and Native History Preserve in Marysville and the community vegetable 

garden. Snohomish County Master Gardeners were mentors when this garden 

was created three years ago and continue in that role. It teaches tribal mem-

bers how to grow and use fresh vegetables to combat diabetes. 

The second tour visits the largest Master Gardener demonstration garden, at 

Jennings Memorial Park in Marysville. This garden produces thousands of 

pounds of fresh vegetables every year, which are donated to the Marysville 

Food Bank. It's also the site of many specialty perennial plantings. Rose and 

cottage gardens, native plants, grasses, berries and the All America Selection 

test garden are among them. This tour continues on to Mt. Vernon for a visit 

to one of Washington State University's Research Centers. At this facility, 

varieties of fruit and vegetables that will grow well in the Northwest are test-

ed. Other current projects include plant-disease and insect studies, grains and 

cider production for Washington's apple growers. 

The third tour leaves after the first two return to Everett, thus allowing you to 

sign up for more than tour if you wish. First stop is the demonstration garden at Snohomish County's Extension and the 

Northwest Stream Center in McCollum Park in Everett. Master Gardeners will be available to answer questions about the 

many different plantings. Adopt a Stream Foundation Executive Director Tom Murdoch will lead visitors through the 

center's stream-, fish- and wildlife-restoration project. The Chihuly Garden and Glass Museum at Seattle Center is next. 

The tour is timed to allow viewing of the garden in daylight and at dusk, when the extraordinary glass artwork shines at 

its best. 

Tour schedules and costs are detailed on the conference website: www.wa-mg-conf.org., subject to cancellation if an in-

sufficient number of people register. Credit or debit cards and checks are accepted. Note:  tours subject to cancellation if 

insufficient number of people register. 

mailto:meshane@comcast.net
http://www.wa-mg-conf.org
http://www.wa-mg-conf.org
http://www.wa-mg-conf.org.
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This year, we are going to do something a little different at the Master Gardener Advanced-Education Conference, and 

we’d like as many of you to be involved as possible. 

“Searching for Success” is now “Sharing Success,” and displays will be showcased as part of the official conference pro-

gram in a Gallery Walk on Thursday evening, from 5:15 p.m. to 7:15 p.m. All conference attendees will be invited to 

browse the displays, fill out comment cards and place stickers on displays they’ve visited as they sip wine and snack on 

hors d’oeuvres.  

We encourage you to bring displays used for public-outreach events and also displays or outreach materials that explain 

particular gardening techniques developed by or events supported by Master Gardeners in your program. For instance, a 

particular propagating technique, fun kids’ activities or creative garden structures. In a word, ideas you’d like to share 

with your fellow Master Gardeners—great or small, program-wide or from individual Master Gardeners.  

As the evening progresses, veteran WSU Extension Educator Sharon Collman will say a few words about the history of 

outreach and the sharing of ideas in the Master Gardener program, and Skagit County Master Gardener Jane Billinghurst 

will share ideas, thoughts and comments contributed by conference attendees as they visit the displays.  

This is a great opportunity for us all to learn from each other, and we hope you will want to be part of this celebratory 

event. Please pass this invitation along to all Master Gardeners in your program who have something they’d like to share.  

When: Thursday, September 26, 5:15 p.m. to 7:15 p.m. (Set -up: 5:00 to 5:15 / Tear-down: 7:15 to 7:30.) 

Participants to provide: Display materials, someone to answer questions about the materials from 5:15 p.m. to 6:00 

p.m., and someone for set-up at 5:00 p.m. and tear-down at 7:15 p.m. (15 minutes each). 

Provided: Tables, electrical hook-up if required, Wi-Fi access, index cards for people to note down what they found 

interesting or things they learned from the exhibit or from talking with the exhibitor, stickers for people to place on dis-

plays they found inspirational, for fun or interesting facts learned and for displays providing information they can take 

back and use in their home garden or incorporate into their Master Gardener outreach. 

Displays: Panel displays, hands-on activities, examples of interactive quizzes, flash cards, signs, brochures and more.  

Contact: Please email jane.billinghurst@gmail.com about the content of your display, how many tables or partial ta-

bles you require, and if you need an electrical connection or if you need more information.  

Deadline: September 1, 2013. 

Invitation to the Sharing Success Gallery Walk 
At the 2013 Master Gardener Advanced-Education Conference 

These signs are from a scavenger hunt to encourage people to take a closer look at 

rain gardens. See these signs and more--many more--outreach ideas at Sharing 

Success. Does this spark an idea for a display from your county? Let us know! 

mailto:jane.billinghurst@gmail.com


A Special Thank You 

The Master Gardener Foundation of 

Washington State wishes to express 

gratitude and appreciation to donors 

from the Washington State Combined 

Fund Drive for their donations during 

this quarter. 
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In June, Master Gardeners in Skagit and Whatcom counties joined forces with the City of Bellingham, RE 

Sources for Sustainable Communities, and Sustainable Connections, to offer a public tour of rain gardens 

in the Bellingham area. As part of the promotion for this tour, Skagit Master Gardener Jane Billinghurst was 

asked to create a blog post on the North Sound Baykeeper blog. It was a great opportunity to partner 

with other agencies and promote the WSU Extension message of educating home owners in sustainable, 

researched-based gardening practices. Here is the post. To see the original posting, visit http://

northsoundbaykeeper.blogspot.com/ and check out May 28.  

Rain Garden Tour de Bellingham, 

Saturday, June 1, 9:30 am to 12:30 pm. 

Prepare to be inspired by the functionality and beauty of the diverse selection of rain gardens on this tour. 

From homeowner installations as part of the Lake Whatcom Homeowner Incentive Program to rain 

gardens in co-housing sites and at Western Washington University, you will see how these gardens can be 

designed to fit a variety of sites and aesthetics.  

All the rain gardens on this tour work to reduce the quantity and improve the quality of stormwater that 

runs off roofs, lawns and driveways in the heavy winter rains of the Pacific Northwest. 

What Is a Rain Garden? A rain garden is essentially a stormwater-processing facility. It is a shallow 

depression that captures fast-moving stormwater and then releases it slowly into the surrounding 

landscape.  

Stormwater Quantity: Unchecked stormwater causes flooding and erosion, and causes problems with 

combined sewer systems. A primary goal of rain gardens is to interrupt and slow the flow of stormwater.  

Stormwater Quality: Stormwater picks up pollutants and washes them into local water bodies, and, in the 

case of Lake Whatcom, into a source of drinking water. Pollutants include pet waste, pesticides, and excess 

fertilizers from landscapes; and oil, copper and zinc from cars. Rain gardens help remove these pollutants 

from stormwater.  

(Rain Gardens, continued on page 12) 

Photo, above:  the plantings in this colorful 

rain garden were abuzz with bees.  

Master Gardener Rain Garden Outreach Gathering Momentum 
~~Jane Billinghurst, Skagit County Master Gardener; Photos by Jane Billinghurst  

http://northsoundbaykeeper.blogspot.com/
http://northsoundbaykeeper.blogspot.com/
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A graceful twig, the perfect bloom presented in a pleasing vessel which reflects the spirit 

of the season: such is the beauty of ikebana, the Japanese art of flower arranging. Ikebana 

is more than simply putting flowers in a container. It 

emphasizes the importance of developing a closeness with 

nature. Materials used include living branches, leaves, 

grasses and blossoms, with the beauty of the arrangements 

coming from color combinations, natural shapes, graceful 

lines and the overall form of the arrangement. Asymmetry and 

the use of empty spaces between the flowers can be as 

important as the flowers themselves. Within the confines of 

the rules governing ikebana lie great possibilities for 

creative expression. 

Ikebana may have sprung from the custom of presenting flower 

offerings to honor Buddha in the 6th century. The first school 

of Ikenobo was established in the 15th century with Buddhist 

priests and members of the nobility perfecting 

rules regarding placement and type of plant 

used. This school celebrated its 550th 

anniversary last year. As time passed, many 

different schools arose, styles changed and 

ikebana came to be practiced at all levels of 

society. The Rikka (standing flower) style uses 

seven branches representing hills, valleys, 

waterfalls and other natural objects. The tea 

ceremony style (Chabana) focuses on rustic simplicity. Seika or Shoka combines three main 

branches to symbolize heaven, earth and man and showcases the beauty and uniqueness of each 

plant. The first modern school started in the late 19th century and used a form called 
(Ikebana, continued on page 11) 

As part of public outreach and education in Skagit County, Master Gardeners write a column for the local newspaper, the 

Skagit Valley Herald. Not only do the articles give the public research-based information on seasonal gardening topics, 

but they also serve to promote the Master Gardeners' free public “Know and Grow” workshops. One of the workshops 

this summer was on ikebana. It was given by WSU Skagit County Extension Master Gardener Mary Kay Branch, who 

lived in Japan for more than 30 years and took classes while she was there. Here is Master Gardener Kathy Wolfe's 

article promoting the workshop, illustrated with photographs by Master Gardemer Christine Farrow. Enjoy.  

—Jane Billinghurst, Skagit County Master Gardener 

Ikebana:  The Way of Flowers 
Article by Kathy Wolfe  

Photos by Christine Farrow 

Master Gardeners from Skagit County  
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This Year’s Scholarship Recipients 

~~Martha Clatterbaugh, Master Gardener, Snohomish County 

The  WSU Master Gardener Foundation of Washington State awards annual scholarships as part of their mission to fur-

ther education in the field of horticulture. This year’s recipient of the Mary Robson Scholarship is Charles Dykstra. The 

award in the amount of $1000 will help him to continue his studies at Washington State University.  

The Van Bobbitt Scholarship, also for $1000, is normally awarded to a high school senior who is entering college for the 

first time. At their June meeting the State-Foundation board made the unusual decision to award two Van Bobbitt scholar-

ships for 2013. Lakya Baldie from Skagit County will receive $1000 to study at Western Washington University. James 

Clemons from Mason County will receive $1000 to study at Olympic College. Both students have been active in horticul-

ture activities and classes at their high schools and through FFA.    

(L-R:) Charles Dykstra, Skagit County; Lakya Baldie, Skagit County; James Clemons, Mason County  

 

activities increased, to include more vegetable-gardening education, which is such a 

huge need in Pierce County. I witnessed an extensive vegetable garden established and 

used as education and technical training for women at the Washington Women’s 

Correction Center in Purdy. This garden, under the leadership of Master Gardeners, 

contributed over 12,000 lbs. of produce to the center’s cafeteria in 2012. Now that’s 

impressive! 

In my tenure, I’ve also had the pleasure of working with Tonie Fitzgerald, my amazing 

predecessor. I feel incredibly fortunate to be able to follow her in this position. Tonie 

worked tirelessly to establish statewide consistencies within the program that 

undoubtedly established it as one to be modeled nationwide.  

While I have really big shoes to fill, I will do my best to continue to ensure the success 

of the WSU Master Gardener Program and to work toward creative ways to further it. 

It has already been a pleasure to work with the Master Gardener Program Coordinators 

in each county and many volunteers. I have enjoyed my first month as your new Interim 

State Master Gardener Program Leader and look forward to continuing my tenure over 

the next year or so.  

Continued from page 1 

Meet Nicole! 
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Editor:  MGFWS Executive Committee 

Publisher:  Mary Shane 

Seeds for Thought is a quarterly publication of the 

Master Gardener Foundation of Washington State (MGFWS) 

Published February, May, August & November 

Officer Name County Email Address 

President Chris Bailey   Benton-Franklin mastergardenerwa@yahoo.com  

Secretary Mary-Cathern Edwards Kitsap m_c_Edwardscello@yahoo.com  

Treasurer Margaret Morris Yakima mmorris0615@hotmail.com  

VP Peninsula Open   

VP Northwest Jane Billinghurst Skagit jane.billinghurst@gmail.com  

VP Southwest Open   

VP Metro Betty Ryan Pierce honearyan@msn.com  

VP Northeast Vacant   

VP Eastern Eileen Davis-Thorne  Benton-Franklin wagardenertr@yahoo.com 

Interim WSU MG 

Program Leader 

Nicole Martini WSU nmartini@wsu.edu 

As WSU Master Gardener 

volunteers, our mission is to bring 

scientifically generated 

horticultural information to our 

community. We are proud to 

partner with the city of 

Bellingham and Whatcom County 

Public Works Department to 

present to the public a program 

that is successfully doing just that.  

Traditional landscape design and 

maintenance practices are linked 

to human- and environmental-

health impacts.  The goal of 

Gardening Green is to provide 

Whatcom County residents with 

the knowledge, skills and 

confidence to garden to make a 

difference—to consider how their 

landscape functions to support the 

environment, protect water quality and conserve water.   

And the gardener gets the peace of mind knowing that their 

gardens are safe for their family, pets and the environment.   

The Gardening Green educational series was conceived by 

and is coordinated by Sue Taylor, Master Gardener class of 

2008. A retired public-school teacher, native-plant nursery 

owner and landscape designer, Sue has used her skills to put 

together a four-week course that meets every Tuesday and 

Thursday for five hours. Sessions include classroom 

presentations on topics, including:  developing healthy 

soils, right plant/right place, native plants, I.P.M., creating 

habitat for birds and beneficial 

insects, lawn alternatives, 

strategies for low-impact 

maintenance and rainwater 

harvesting.  By the end of the 

class, each student has developed a 

sustainable landscape design that 

is environmentally friendly and 

requires less work to maintain.   

In addition to these classroom 

presentations, each session 

includes tours of local sustainable 

gardens to see the strategies 

discussed in class in use and for 

inspiration.  The demonstrations 

and hands-on experiences of 

performing a site analysis, 

exploring the characteristics of 

their soil, evaluating existing 

landscapes for opportunities to 

enhance sustainability, installing rainwater-collection 

systems, and creating landscape plans and planting plans for 

a specific site build the confidence that they can implement 

sustainable ideas in their own yards. Capping off the course 

is a visit to a local wholesale nursery, where class members 

have the opportunity to purchase native and non-native 

landscape plants at wholesale prices. 

The Gardening Green course was developed for the average 

homeowner who is interested in learning how to develop a 

(Growing Green, continued on page 10) 

GARDENING GREEN 

 
Jill Cotton & Sue Taylor 

Whatcom County Master Gardeners  

mailto:meshane@comcast.net
mailto:honearyan@msn.com
mailto:tjfitz@wsu.edu
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Summer Glory 

Photos by Carol Robbins, Grays Harbor County Master Gardener 
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functional and attractive landscape, one that requires a minimal 

amount of energy, time and resources to maintain. Bonnie, one 

of the participants, describes the impact of the class on her. 

“Gardening with a purpose opened up a whole new world for 

me.  I had never considered the impacts, positive and negative, 

from my choices.   I took this class because I wanted to leave 

the world a better place for my granddaughter—now I know 

how to do it.”  

The class is 

based on 

the Master 

Gardener 

model.  

That is, class members are not just there to learn for their own sakes. 

They are expected to pass on this knowledge to friends and neighbors.  

The ten students in our September 2012 class reported six months 

after the class that they had talked to 378 other community members 

about sustainable landscaping, helped friends plan changes to their 

landscape and trained 15 volunteers to replace an unused lawn for a 

healing garden at an assisted-living facility. 

The Gardening Green program undergoes extensive evaluation so that 

we can continue to improve.  Students rated their knowledge, skills, 

and confidence changes for each topic and activity covered in the 

class.  They also completed a “Pledge,” indicating which of the toolbox of 65 Best Management Practices (BMP) they are 

committed to implementing.  We followed up in six months to find out how they did.  After six classes, 100 percent of the 

students had made on-the-ground changes and, not only implemented the BMP pledged, but added more.   Being 

sustainable can be addicting!  

(Growing Green, continued from page 8) 

The best of both worlds: a mix of native and ornamentals 
with the same cultural requirements.  

This photo and below: layers of canopy cover manage 
stormwater by enhancing evapotranspiration and slowing 
down the volume and velocity of stormwater, allowing it to 

infiltrate into the soil. 



Moribana (piled up flowers) in a shallow, flat container. Up until this time ikebana had 

been practiced only by men but, as the merchant princes became more influential, women began 

taking lessons. By the turn of the 20th century, many new schools and styles began to appear 

and ikebana became a popular pastime and almost requisite for a genteel woman. There are 

more than 3,000 different schools of ikebana registered with the Japanese Minister of 

Education today. 

Equipment needed for any ikebana arrangement starts with the container. This may be selected 

as an inspiration for which flowers and branches you choose or the plant material can be 

chosen first and the container determined to complement. The 

container size should fit well with the space in which it 

will be placed. Materials must be cut in proportion to the 

container size. One can use anything from a ceramic dish or 

glass pot to bamboo baskets and other containers from nature. 

Seasonality is a primary consideration in choosing both 

floral materials and the container which holds them. For 

example, a light color may be used in spring, while fall 

lends itself to darker hues. When using a glass container, 

particularly transparent glass, remember the glass acts as a 

lens and magnifies whatever is contained inside. You may want 

to cover your kenzan (flower holder) if using this type of 

vessel. 

The kenzan can be of many kinds, including the needle point frog, a tubular basket of wire 

or bamboo (gabion holder), a turtle or crab holder, bundled straw or naturally Y-shaped 

branches, to name a few. 

The flowers, or hana, are also an important consideration. 

Many flower types are symbolic to different seasons. A 

pine bough might be used in a New Year’s Day arrangement 

or an iris or peach blossom in spring. Camellias or 

narcissus may appear at events such as wedding 

anniversaries and baby showers. Chrysanthemums are often 

used in the fall but tropical flowers are rarely used 

because they are without a season. There are long lists of 

suggestions of plant materials to use for auspicious 

occasions and most correspond to seasonal bloom. 

Clippers, called hasami, are needed to cut plant material. 

These clippers do not have a spring in the grip the way 

most garden shears or cutters do. 

The study of any school of ikebana can take a lifetime. But if one learns some basic 

principles, an elementary understanding of this beautiful art form can be accomplished. 

Classes, books and websites can all help open the door to this wonderful pastime. Simplicity 

can be elegant!  Let your own journey begin.   

(Ikebana, continued from page 6) 



Stormwater Processing: Even in heavy-

storm events, the rain gardens on this 

tour drain quickly. Instead of having 

water rushing down storm drains or 

along ditches, or water levels rising close 

to homes, rain water puddles in the 

gardens and then soaks into the specially 

designed soil and gravel mixes through 

pore spaces opened up by plant roots 

and soil microbes. The plants and 

microbes then get to work breaking 

down or sequestering organic pollutants 

and heavy metals in the stormwater. A 

layer of mulch on exposed soil 

surfaces—usually arborist chips—keeps the weeds 

down and aids in processing and trapping 

pollutants.  

Attractive Wildlife Habitat: Native plants adapt well 

to rain-garden conditions and attract a host of 

beneficial insects and birds. Extra color and diversity 

can be added by including some hardy cultivated 

varieties of plants that enjoy growing conditions in 

the Pacific Northwest.  

When I was checking out these rain gardens, I saw 

hosts of beneficial insects on columbine, camas, and 

spirea. There were birds perching in ninebarks and 

hazel, and bathing in attractively designed bird 

baths. Despite a few days of heavy rain (and a 

downpour while I was visiting!), none of the rain 

gardens had standing water. All were beautiful.  

On the Tour: Homeowners will be on hand to 

explain the process of installing their gardens and 

how they have benefited from the Lake Whatcom 

Home Incentive Program. Rain-garden experts from 

the City of Bellingham and WSU Extension will 

explain how rain gardens work and what steps you 

can take if you are inspired to install a rain garden of 

your own.  

Rain Garden Tour de Bellingham is from 9:30 a.m. to 

12:30 p.m. on Saturday, June 1. The $20 fee includes 

lunch and transportation. Register online at http://

raingardentour.brownpapertickets.com.  The tour is 

co-hosted by RE Sources, City of Bellingham, 

Sustainable Connections, and WSU Whatcom 

County Extension. After the tour, you are invited to 

stick around for the Watershed-Friendly Project 

Expo at Bloedel Donovan Park from 1:00 p.m. to 

3:00 p.m. 

To find out more about homeowner incentives in 

the Lake Whatcom watershed, download the 

Homeowner Incentive Program Brochure (PDF). 

To find out more about WSU Extension’s rain 

garden resources for homeowners, visit 

www.12000raingardens.org.  

(Rain Gardens, continued from page 5) 

Packed with native plants to attract 

birds, this rain garden makes a lovely 

urban retreat—a vast improvement 

over the grassy berm that used to run 

along this narrow backyard.  

This rain garden helps process water from a co-housing 

project while providing a landscaping feature that is safe 

for children to play around and that attracts beneficial 

pollinators for the veggie gardens beyond.  

Page 12 Seeds for Thought 
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The Master Gardener Foundation of 

Kitsap County invites you to join us 

for our Fall Auction & Expo Fundraiser, 

Sunday, October 6, 2:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m., 

at beautiful Kiana Lodge on the water 

near Agate Pass Bridge (off Hwy 305), 

14976 Sandy Hook Road NE, Poulsbo, 

WA.  

Door prizes to be awarded at 2:30 p.m. 

Other events include: live & silent auc-

tions and the Duncan Creek String 

Quartet. The ticket includes a Pacific 

NW salmon buffet, no-host bar (beer, 

wine, sodas).  The Expo showcases sus-

tainable gardening and living practices, 

such as hydroponics, rain gardens, na-

tive plants, net-zero buildings, green 

walls, rooftop rainwater harvesting and 

farm-to-table produce. 

Tickets: $40.00 per person; or two tick-

ets for $70.00 ($35 each). A table for 

eight is $250.00 ($31.25 each).  

For information and ticketing, go to 

www.kitsapgardens.org/auction, or con-

tact Event Chairperson Amy Churchill, 

amy@kitsapgardens.org, or (cell) 253-

225-6062.  

Proceeds benefit the WSU Extension 

Master Gardener Program in Kitsap 

County including P-Patch and demon-

stration gardens, youth programs and or-

ganic produce sent to four local food 

banks.  

http://www.kitsapgardens.org/auction
mailto:amy@kitsapgardens.org
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