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Spring Has Sprung!   

~~Chris Bailey, MGFWS President 
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Seeds for Thought 

Master Gardeners across the state have been busy 

earning money from gardening seminars and 

plant sales. They are planning activities to bring 

the joy of gardening to children and adults alike. 

School and community gardens are popping up 

everywhere as the public embraces eating healthy 

and nutritious fruit and vegetables. Produce from 

our Demonstration Gardens is also being donated 

to agencies that provide food to the hungry. It’s 

truly a rewarding time to volunteer your time as a 

Master Gardener. 

The State Foundation has been busy as well. 

Snohomish County was picked to host the 2013 conference in Everett and they are already 

hard at work. We elected Jill Botvinik of Clark County to serve as our treasurer. Jill is emi-

nently qualified, because she has three important letters following her name—CPA! Wel-

come Jill. 

Benton-Franklin Counties are planning the September 13-15, 2012, conference that will be 

held in Pasco—one of the Tri-Cities in eastern Washington. The keynote speaker will be 

Sue Kirby. Sue is sparklingly upbeat, funny, inspirational, practical, and down-to-earth. 

She has wisdom and tips to empower Master Gardeners to be more successful. This clever 

businesswoman motivates people to celebrate themselves and others; improving relation-

ships, productivity, performance, and profits in organizations and relationships. Her excep-

tional gift of storytelling has audiences laughing in the aisles, glowing with pride and re-

newed energy to be STAR PERFORMERS. Sue’s message is one we learned at the confer-

ence in Ocean Shores . . ."People learn when they are laughing." 

The birds are singing, so go out and enjoy our beautiful spring weather. 

Photo by Don Bailey 

Chris Bailey, President 

Use It or Lose It 
~~Tonie Fitzgerald, WSU Extension Master Gardener Program Leader 

We’ve all heard that phrase before, probably in reference to our minds or our muscles. I’m suggest-

ing that we think of it in reference to these two documents:  

 http://mastergardener.wsu.edu/documents/2011MGSustainableGardeningPractices.pdf 

 http://mastergardener.wsu.edu/documents/2011MGFoodGardeningPractices.pdf 

In the last issue of Seeds, I listed all the hours and contacts you reported in  your volunteer activi-

ties. The links in this article direct you to the marketing fliers I created using your numbers.  

“MGs Teach Sustainable Gardening Practices” and “MGs Teach Food Gardening” are two separate  

fliers. Use copies of these, or just excerpts, in meetings with county officials, articles in newspapers, 

grant applications, and with new-volunteer recruitment.  Use the fliers as they appear or add your 

local program information to them. 

Why am I saying “use it or lose it” regarding MG reports? Well, with public programs under intense scrutiny by county 

commissioners and other community leaders, reports like these speak to how Master Gardeners benefit people and com-

munities. It’s hard to cut support for programs that benefit lots of other people. And furthermore, if people don’t know 

about the benefits of a program, why should they support it? That goes for your Extension colleagues as well as the pub-

lic. 

So, please, read these fliers and think about what they mean.  USE them in your meetings, articles, and discussions. Don’t 

risk losing support because you don’t use the results of all that reporting you do.   

Photo by Cory Vaughn  

Tonie Fitzgerald, WSU MG 

Program Leader 

http://mastergardener.wsu.edu/mgfws/index.html
http://mastergardener.wsu.edu/documents/2011MGSustainableGardeningPractices.pdf
http://mastergardener.wsu.edu/documents/2011MGFoodGardeningPractices.pdf
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A Computerized Plant Clinic Logbook — New from Yakima County 
~~John Strong, Yakima County Master Gardener 

For years, we have manned our Master Gardener diagnostic clinic, researching questions and problems, identifying 

weeds, insects and diseases, and teaching our communities about gardening. And for all that time, we have kept a logbook 

where, three to a page, we wrote down the questions and the solutions we provided. We noted the source where the an-

swer was found, and kept track of names, numbers, and demographics. 

This handwritten log is a treasure trove of information. All those solutions! All that research! Just sitting there, collected 

in one big book!  

But, how can we use it?  The only order is the chronological page sequence. How will we know if one of our colleagues 

might have already answered the same question before?  And what if we answer it today, with a different solution?  Will 

we know if the same problems keep recurring in our town?  Will we be able to quickly identify a possible new infesta-

tion?  With many different volunteers staffing the clinic, the logbook is likely the only place with information to help an-

swer these questions.  But the handwritten log is too cumbersome to provide the answers. 

In an attempt to resolve this situation, the Master Gardeners of Yakima County have turned to technology.  Betsy Hunt 

has taken an active role in the diagnostic clinic right from the start of her internship. The clinic has always been very suc-

cessful, and of real value to the Yakima community. Thousands of citizens have benefitted over the years from the efforts 

and the information put forth from the clinic.  

Now Betsy has offered up several suggestions for building on that success. She knew there had to be a better way to keep 

track of the information. She sought the advice of John Strong, who had been in the same MG class with her, and who she 

knew had some background in technology. Indeed, John has been a database application developer for a number of years.  

So, after a bit of discussion, and consultation with other veterans in the clinic, it was decided that an electronic replace-

ment for the handwritten logbook would be developed and tested.  The criteria:  

 It must be simple. 

 It must be searchable. 

 It should be scalable. 

 

The application, “MG Clinic Logbook,” is now in “beta-testing” at Yakima County’s diagnostic clinic.  The hope is that 

the 2012 growing season will provide enough opportunity to thoroughly test the program and work out any bugs.   

Features of the new electronic logbook: 

 All the same information that was handwritten in the old logbook is still here: date, name, phone, demographics, ques-

tion/problem, solution, information sources, name of MG, etc. 

 Photos can be entered into “MG Clinic Logbook” to accompany and illustrate problems. The diagnostic clinic is 

equipped with a digital camera for this purpose. 

 Categories and keywords are regularly entered by the clinic chairperson 
(Plant Clinic Logbook, continued on page 6) 
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Bless This Mess:  How Being Less Tidy Can Improve the Ecology of Your Garden 
~~Colleen Miko, Kitsap County’s WSU Extension Horticulture Educator  

“Bless this mess,” I say of my garden as I ignore some weeds, 

stack up a brush pile, and let debris lie.  The more I read about 

backyard wildlife habitat, the more I understand that a “messy” 

garden provides shelter and food for wildlife—everything from 

soil fauna to black bear. 

I didn’t use to be a laissez-faire gardener.  A type-A personality, I 

believed that a tidy garden was a healthy garden: no weeds in 

sight, detritus banished.  Now I know that a balanced garden 

where disease and pests are kept in check naturally requires a net-

work of creatures that thrive in the presence of debris.     

Does your garden have deciduous trees?  Lucky you with that free source of mulch.  Leaf litter is nature’s way 

of conserving soil moisture, moderating soil temperatures and generating humus.  A thick layer of leaves 

serves as a weed barrier and shelter for overwintering insects and amphibians like salamanders.  You don’t 

even need to shred the leaves; songbirds like towhees and juncos will tear at it, looking for a meal.  In this 

way, it’s good to be a “litter bug.” 

And what of other garden remnants?  If it weren’t for branches, 

twigs, bedraggled mops of ornamental grasses, spider webs, and 

moss in the lawn, birds would lack nesting materials.    

Pollinators like bees, butterflies and other insects love weeds 

whose flowers are rich in pollen and nectar.  Allowing parts of 

our gardens to host non-aggressive weeds—lawns and wilder are-

as, for instance—provides habitat and gives one more spare time. 

This is my second year of leaving garden cleanup until spring.  

Wow, is that liberating!  I used to work in a frenzy in late fall to 

cut back all the perennials, grasses, and deciduous vines.  I took 

satisfaction in the “clean” beds. Then I read about native bees and other beneficials who overwinter in the hol-

low stems of tall perennials—insects that don’t become active again until late winter or spring.  My autumn 

cleanup was cutting their life cycles short.  

The untidiness of delayed cleanup has grown on me.  I like to see 

the seed heads glistening with frost or bobbing under the weight 

of a feasting bird.  Other benefits: decaying foliage protects the 

crowns from cold, acts as a weed barrier, and improves soil fertil-

ity.   

Tree snags are a reminder of the cycle of life: from death springs 

life. Bees, songbirds, some species of bat, and other creatures are 

housed and fed in dying and dead trees.  If you leave snags, 

branches, cones and needles, they’ll eventually break down into 

fertile, well-draining soil teaming with the microorganisms that 

feed plants and wildlife. 

It’s true that both beneficial and not-so-beneficial creatures will take advantage of suitable habitat.  One does 

need to watch for slugs and rodents who nibble on plants, out of sight.  And the foliage of diseased plants 

should be removed to prevent further infestation.  But the eventual goal is an ecologically balanced garden that 

attracts amphibians, reptiles, birds, and mammals who will feed on the slugs, rodents and other “sometime 

pests” that all have a place in the “messy” garden. 

©Colleen Miko, 2012 

Photo by Colleen Miko  

Pasque flower:  old and new growth. 

Photo by Colleen Miko  

A winter haven for your garden’s “beneficials.” 

Photo by Colleen Miko  

Hollow stems for bee/butterfly overwintering. 
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A FINE THIN SKIN:  wind, water, volcanoes, and ice 

~~Tim Steury, Washington State Magazine & Courtesy of Washington State Magazine  

To be a successful farmer, one must first know the nature of the soil.”—Xenophon, Oeconomicus (The Economist), 400 B.C. 

SOMETIMES IN LATE SPRING and late summer, when the fields of eastern Washington have been tilled for spring planting 

or recently harvested, a wind will build out of the west, gathering the loose loess soil of the dry fields, lifting thousands of tons 

of it into an ominous cloud that shrouds the region in a murk. The dust that grates in the eyes and leaves a dirty skiff on 

everything is a lesson in both geology and agronomy. 

The Big Picture 

The soils of eastern and western Washington, different as they seem 

and are, have one thing in common, as do most. They come, either 

by water or wind, primarily from elsewhere. 

Within the geologic timescale, most soils are very young. Within a 

human timescale, they are ancient. They also form a minute part of 

the earth in general, a fine thin skin. 

University of Washington geologist David Montgomery, in his 

recent book Dirt: The Erosion of Civilizations, describes soil as the 

“frontier between geology and biology.” Stressing how thin that 

frontier is, he compares it to human skin. Whereas human skin, at 

less than a tenth of an inch thick, represents a little less than a 

thousandth of the height of a person, soil accounts for barely one ten

-millionth of Earth’s 6,380 kilometer radius. 

East of the Cascades, the loess soils of the Columbia Plateau and the Palouse, some of the deepest soils of Washington, are the 

result of the return of windblown silts, says Bruce Frazier, recounting the major geological events that created Washington’s 

diverse soils. Frazier, a soil scientist, recently retired from WSU where he spent much of his career mapping Washington soils. 

Southwest Washington is quite different, Frazier continues. Sedimentary materials interspersed with old basalt flows support 

mountain forests. Chehalis has a coal mine, he notes, highlighting the region’s much different geology. 

Much of the northeast soil is volcanic, the ash blown, again by prevailing winds, from the volcanoes of the Cascades, St. 

Helens, Baker, Glacier Peak. 

Northwestern Washington is dominated by glaciation. The urban corridor strung together today by I-5 is primarily glacial till, 

materials scoured and absorbed by glaciers, then deposited at the end of their travels when they melted. 

Craig Cogger, a soil scientist at Puyallup, continues the West-side narrative. Glaciers extended as far south as the middle of 

Thurston County, he says. When they retreated, they left behind a variety of soils. The glacial till soils are okay for agriculture, 

he says. But they have limitations. Their texture is coarse, so they won’t hold water. 

Whereas glaciers played a dominant role in the nature of Puget Sound area soils, there is also a marvelous diversity. Past 

eruptions of Mount St. Helens and Mount Rainier loosed huge mudflows, says Cogger, resulting in heavy wet soils 

interspersed with rocks—not suitable for row crops, but great for pasture and dairy. To the north, in Whatcom County, 

windblown silts, similar to the eastern loess, create fertile farmland. To the south of Olympia are older clay soils. 

The best agricultural soils of the Puget Sound region are in the alluvial river valleys, which collect the sediments from the 

erosion of the surrounding landscape and the Cascades. “When you combine the soil with the climate,” says Cogger, “you 

have some of the best farmland in the world. 

“The problem,” he continues, “is we’ve paved it over.” 

In geologic terms, those soils have been around for barely a whisper. The soils in the glaciated area are barely 15,000 years 

old. The soils of the alluvial valleys are just a few thousand. 

Considering that European settlement came a mere geological yesterday, we’ve taken only brief agricultural advantage of this 

resource. Skagit Valley is an exception. Much rich farmland remains, and farmers seem determined to keep it. After it lost the 

Kent valley to development, says Cogger, King County “got fairly 

aggressive about farmland preservation. So Snoqualmie Valley 

farmland seems to be fairly well protected. It floods every winter, so 

that keeps development out.” 

Pierce County, unfortunately, has made little attempt to preserve its soil 

and farmland, says Cogger. “In the 27 years I’ve been here, I have seen 

the valley paved over. There’s no will to preserve farmland.” 

Click here to read the 

remainder of this article in the 

fall 2011 online issue of 

Washington State Magazine. 

Photo by Zach Mazur for Washington State Magazine  

Soil scientists Craig Cogger (left) and Doug Collins present the result of 

their experiments with organic no-till at Puyallup Research and Extension 

Center, soil rich in organic matter and microbial life.  

http://wsm.wsu.edu/s/index.php?id=882
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 All information is searchable.  So, for exam-

ple, if a volunteer gets a question, she can 

quickly and easily search the log to find all 

prior questions about that topic. Then she can 

review the answer(s) previously given, and 

use that prior research in answering her cur-

rent client. She can also easily transfer that 

earlier research into her current logbook en-

try.  

 The clinic chairperson, working together 

with the Extension Agent or other expert, can 

tag logbook entries as “approved.”. This al-

lows volunteers, when searching the log-

book, to have confidence in the solutions 

they find. 

 Reports are built into “MG Clinic Logbook,” providing demographic summaries, keyword and category tallies, and 

more. 

 “MG Clinic Logbook” can be loaded onto a laptop to be used at the Farmers’ Market, state fair, or other remote ven-

ues. Then the data can be merged with the “master” application in the diagnostic clinic.  

Betsy and John will be demonstrating the “MG Clinic Logbook” and sharing the results of their summer’s testing at the 

WSU Master Gardener Advanced-Education Conference in the Tri-Cities in September. 

(Plant Clinic Logbook, continued from page 2) 
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Money REALLY Does Grow on Trees 
~~Chris Bailey, Master Gardener, Benton-Franklin Counties 

I was looking out the window one day last week when a van towing a piece of equipment with a man-lift attached pulled 

up in front of the house. My husband muttered, “They’re here,” and went to answer the doorbell. He returned a few 

minutes later and said, “These people want to collect the pollen from our birch trees. I told them my wife is a Master 

Gardener, and they should talk to you.” He went on to explain that a man had stopped by the house a few weeks earlier 

and asked to collect the pollen sometime in April. He planned to discuss it with me, but it had slipped his mind.  

“What kind of a scam is this?” I thought as I went to the door. The 

woman I spoke to explained that the company she works for is a 

supplier of pollens and other allergenic source materials for use in the 

production of allergy tests and allergy shots. They collect many of the 

pollens from trees in neighborhoods like mine. She said her supervisor 

had been in our area a few weeks ago and noticed large birch trees on 

our property that would be producing useful pollen. She wanted 

permission to hand pick the catkins and she assured me there would be 

no injury to the trees. 

I took her card and retreated to my office to summon Google. A quick 

check revealed that she was employed by a global pharmaceutical 

company that focuses on allergy treatment, prevention and diagnosis. 

It was, in fact, named one of the 2012 Best Companies to Work for in 

Texas (where their headquarters are located). 

I couldn’t see a down side to her proposal. I was even feeling a bit noble for contributing to the scientific community 

(albeit not with my brain, but with my catkins). So I told her to go ahead and collect all she needed.  

For those of you who don’t have birch trees on your property, I must explain that, when the catkins fall off the trees, they 

are a mess to contend with. With nine trees in our front yard, our grass, flower beds, and driveway are covered with 

catkins, and we must rake them up for weeks on end. I would happily donate all of our catkins to anyone who wanted 

them. 

My new BFF, the company’s representative, went to her van and returned with a VISA gift card worth $50.00. She said it 

was payment for my tree’s pollen, and, if it proved to be potent enough, they would come back next year and pay even 

more.  

Who said, “Money doesn’t grow on trees”?  

Photo by Chris Bailey 

Birch catkins full of pollen. 
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How to Take Better (Garden) Photographs 
~~Doug Bascom, Whatcom County Master Gardener & Professional Photographer 

1) IT'S NOT ABOUT THE BOX. 

We all have great hopes that, if we only had a bigger and fancier camera, that we would take 

better pictures. Cameras are simply boxes with buttons that record light. Most cameras, in-

cluding common "point-andshoot" cameras (and even cell phones!), are capable of record-

ing excellent images. Get good with what you've got and only invest in more expensive gear 

when you are able to fully utilize their features. 

2) WHEN THE LIGHT IS RIGHT. 

While sunshine and bright blue skies certainly warm the soul 

(especially here in moisture-rich Washington), they can often work against creating the best 

images. Direct sun produces a harsh and unflattering light and our cameras —-try though 

they might —-are simply unable to record details in both bright and shadow areas as well as 

your eyes. Try photographing on cloudy days or during  the “edges” of the day (early morn-

ing or late afternoon) for better photographs. 

3) LIKE A ROCK. 

Consider a sturdy tripod for sharper images and better compositions. Tripods force you to 

slow down (a good thing) so that you can deliberately frame your images and will stop 

camera movement (a bad thing) to increase the sharpness of your photos. This is especially 

important when you seek to enlarge your prized pics in order to razzle and dazzle your 

friends! 

4) IT'S NOT OVER —UNTIL IT'S OVER. 

There are many computer software programs available that provide you with the tools to 

enhance your photographs after you have taken them. They allow for you to adjust expo-

sure, contrast, color saturation, etc., in your images to bring out the best photographs. There 

are also online tutorials, as well as classes available, to learn how to fully use these pro-

grams. 

Most importantly, grab your camera and get out and play in your garden. There is a wealth 

of color, details and amazing designs that awaits! 

Doug Bascom is a Master Gardener (2009) and professional photographer who loves photographing the natural world. 

You may view his website at: www.dbascomphoto.com. 

All photos this page by Doug Bascom. 

http://www.dbascomphoto.com
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The Seeds for Thought newsletter offers all county WSU Master Gardener programs and foundations an excellent way to 

publicize projects and events.  Working with your county’s representative to the Master Gardener Foundation of Wash-

ington State or with a member of your organization’s leadership, send articles to Mary Shane, Seeds for Thought publish-

er, (meshane@comcast.net) according to the following schedule: 

Articles Due to Publisher by: For Publication on: 

January 1 February 1 

April 1 May 1 

July 1 August 1 

September 1 October 1 

Is There News From Your Master Gardener Program? 

The State Foundation’s Mary Robson $1,000 scholarship has been placed in the knowledgeable hands of the WSU 

Foundation to select a deserving student enrolled in the WSU Department of Horticulture and Landscape Architecture. In 

response to our gift, Dean Daniel Bernardo inducted the State Foundation into the Dean’s Circle, a special group of 

people who are $1,000+ supporters of the university’s programs. As you can see from Dean Bernardo’s letter, below, he 

went on to say, “What a difference you have made! You are helping us grow the leaders of tomorrow.”  

WSU selected Roxanne Swank, who is pursuing a degree in the field of viticulture and enology to be the first recipient of 

our scholarship. In her thank-you letter, Rosanne said, “ . . . My goal with my education is to establish my own vineyard 

and winery and to have the opportunity to help in the education of others, through internships, donations and job 

opportunities.” 

New Focus for MGFWS Mary Robson Scholarship 

~~Chris Bailey, MGFWS President 

mailto:meshane@comcast.net

