
 Number of new gardeners who learned to grow food .............................................................. 7,747 

 Number of community/food bank gardens in which MGs taught  ............................................. 146 

 Number of school gardens where MGs taught .............................................................................. 86 

 Number of pounds of donated produce from those teaching gardens ................................. 207,975 

 Number of people who learned/used waterwise techniques taught by MGs  ........................................................... 75,716 

 Number of people who learned/used IPM methods taught by MGs ......................................................................... 37,195 

 Number of people who learned/used firewise landscaping techniques taught by MGs  ............................................ 1,438 

 Number of people who learned/used proper tree-care practices taught by MGs  ..................................................... 10,098 

 Number of people who learned/used proper soil-management/composting practices taught by MGs ..................  17,413 

 Number of youth who learned /used garden skills taught by MGs ........................................................................... 12,229 
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From the President 

~~Chris Bailey, MGFWS President 

Happy New Year! 

Have you ever wanted to leave your Christmas 

lights up a little longer to brighten the cold gray 

days of winter? I sure have. 

Gardeners are an optimistic bunch, and we look 

forward to seeing the green tips of spring bulbs 

make their way to the surface of the soil. We 

know that soon their colorful blooms will bright-

en the landscape. But that doesn’t happen without 

lots of preparation. You must plant those bulbs in 

the fall to give them time to grow strong roots 

and establish themselves in the garden. It takes 

time for them to prepare for their moment of 

splendor. 

The Master Gardeners in Benton-Franklin Counties have a lot in common with those 

spring bulbs. They are hard at work preparing for the conference that will “bloom” in Sep-

tember. Sponsors are being recruited, tours are being arranged and speakers lined up. They 

know that Master Gardeners from across the state are looking forward to expanding their 

gardening knowledge and seeing their friends from other counties. They also want to share 

with you the “Bounty of the Three Rivers,” in sunny Tri-Cities, at the confluence of the 

Columbia, Yakima and Snake Rivers. 

Please take a moment to mark your calendar for the conference dates—

September 13-15, 2012. Online registration will open in early spring. 

Photo by Don Bailey 

Chris Bailey, President 

News from the Master Gardener Program Leader 
~~Tonie Fitzgerald, WSU Extension MG Program Leader 

This past year I asked MG Program Coordinators to provide numbers of people that you, Master 

Gardeners, reached while teaching in your communities. I will be using these numbers to create a 

state impact report for WSU Administration, state officials and County faculty and staff to use in 

when talking about Extension’s work. I will post the report on the MG Coordinators’ and the 

MGFWS websites. I think it helps us all gain perspective for the impact we have across the state. 

These numbers are probably low, but still impressive. Not all counties reported in each category.  

Photo by Cory Vaughn  

Tonie Fitzgerald, WSU MG 

Program Leader 

http://mastergardener.wsu.edu/mgfws/index.html
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One of the greatest aspects of being a Master Gardener is having the opportunity to publically display our gardening 

talents. We do this by carefully planning and maintaining a variety of display gardens and community p -patches around 

the state. There is great joy that comes from proudly teaching others in our community 

and at the same time knowing that we are helping to save native habitats and making the 

world a beautiful place. There is a downside to all of this public exposure, though. We all 

know about it, but very rarely think about until it happens. Theft and vandalism in a 

public garden is an issue that will never be fully solved. It happens in p-patches from 

Bremerton to Bellevue and even in the most secluded 

demonstration gardens across the state of Washington. 

The past three years of being a P-Patch Coordinator at 

Blueberry Park in Bremerton have presented an 

interesting learning curve on this subject. The following 

ideas that I submit to you are ways in which we can all 

better plan, design and plant for public spaces that are at 

the same time beautiful and stealthy. 

 Pick early. If you can only be at your garden 2-4 

times a week, do not leave food to ripen on the vine, but 

rather harvest and let it ripen in the kitchen.  Although 

this is not possible with all produce, the majority of 

crops will tolerate early picking. The best way to make 

sure it ripens well is to leave as much stem or vine attached. Tomatoes on the vine, 

pumpkins with a couple of inches of vine on the stem will still supply the fruit or 

vegetable nutrients stored in the stem for a couple extra days. Picking salads, Asian 

greens, zucchini or leeks when still small is also a great way to make sure you get your 

harvest. Many of these “baby” vegetables are expensive to buy and much more tender 

and sweet than at full size.  

 Do not use straight paths in your garden.  (The P-patch can have neat straight paths but individual  patches should try 

curves). Having to navigate a winding path under the cover of darkness is much more difficult. During daylight hours 

curving paths are much easier on the eyes and can make a garden or P-patch blend in 

to its surroundings better.  

 Grow leeks, onions, chard, kale . . . around the edges and the goodies in the center. 

Don't go for the “Victory Garden” look. Think “Secret Garden.” Unless you are 

specifically demonstrating the use of straight, uniform rows in a garden, there is no 

reason not to mix up the plantings a bit. There are also 

many types of plantings, such as interplanting, 

companion planting and intensive planting that could 

be used to somewhat hide the most-often stolen crops 

such as pumpkins and tomatoes.  Using annual flowers 

planted around lettuce crops is another example of this 

idea. The flowers help to hide the smaller lettuces, give 

them a little shade at the height of summer so that they 

will take longer to bolt and attract beneficial insects, 

such as bees.                                 

 Plant unusual varieties. Tomatoes that are not red 

when fully ripe, beans that aren't green, etc. There are 

some great heirloom varieties of the most popular veggies that really confuse people as 

to when they are ripe, but have amazing flavor and produce well. This is the fun part of 

planning the garden for me. All of the seed catalogs have great selections of unusual 

varieties that are necessarily more difficult to grow.  

The last tip is to use covers, cages and netting. Using a garden fabric (Reemay is a brand 

name and available by mail-order or in some local nurseries) to cover those ripening berries, tomatoes or squashes will 

make it harder for others to get at them. The water and a certain amount of light still get through the fabric, but no one can 

(Defensive Gardening, continued on page 5) 

Photo by Robbin Small  

Use covers, cages, netting 

to hide the produce. 

Defensive Gardening for Public Gardens 
~~Robbin Small,  Master Gardener & P-Patch Coordinator, Kitsap County 

Photo by Robbin Small  

‘Gobstopper’ tomato—not the bright red 

tomato that might attract a pilferer.   

Photo by Robbin Small  

Kale, cabbage, etc., as edge plantings.  

Photo by Robbin Small  

‘Green Zebra’ tomatoes:  maybe not so 

appealing to thieves. 



Page 3 Seeds for Thought 

 

 



Page 4 Seeds for Thought 

 

 

Skagit County has an extensive insect collection put together over the years by retired entomologist Lloyd Eighme. A few 

years ago, Lloyd wanted to put together a local text that would help Master Gardeners with insect identification, and 

Skagit published Insects of Skagit County, a spiral-bound book with photographs of the insects and text by Lloyd 

explaining the life cycles of the bugs in the collection. 

This year, Skagit expanded on the public-education resources provided by the insect 

collection by creating a series of laminated 3 x 5-inch critter flash cards. The cards work on 

a number of different levels. 

 

On the front of the card, there is a color photograph of a critter or bug, along with its 

common name and the questions Good? Bad? Interesting? in green, red, and yellow type. 

The idea is that you look at the bug and try to decide if it is a beneficial (green), a pest 

(red), or neutral (orange). When you turn the card over, there is a colored border that 

signals the correct answer (red for pest, orange for neutral, and green for beneficial). 

For those who want more information, the text on the back of the card gives the Latin name 

and confirms whether the critter is a beneficial or a pest or just plain interesting. It then 

explains why the critter is classified the way it is, gives one thing you can do to encourage 

or discourage the critter in your garden, and gives one fun fact to help you remember it. 

The idea is to let people know that most of the critters in their gardens are, in fact, beneficials. If control is advised, the 

cards suggest the least invasive methods of doing this. The cards are colorful and durable and have proved an instant hit at 

our community-outreach events.  Here are the fronts and backs of the lady beetle and banana slug cards (we decided to 

include critters as well as insects to cover many of the critters people will come across in their gardens).  

Insect Flash Cards from Skagit County 

~~Jane Billinghurst, MGFWS Board Member, Skagit County 
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We have had a hoop house at the Puyallup demonstration garden for 10 years.  We have used it for starting plants, 

demonstrating propagation, holding children’s programs, growing produce for the food bank and staging plants for the 

Fair.  The furnace had not worked for the past few years.  The week of Thanksgiving, a wind gust ripped the roof off the 

hoop house.   

We had plants that we were trying to overwinter in the hoop house.  We covered them to try to protect them from the 

cold.  We were able to get the materials to repair the roof and found a company that could install it quickly.  We had it 

back up and running on December 7th.  We were also able to get the furnace running and have been able to maintain the 

temperature above 36°.  This will allow us to use it to start plants for our vegetable and children’s gardens earlier and to 

hold plants for our annual plant sale. 

Hoop House Calamity at Pierce County Demo. Garden Quickly Repaired 
~~George Frey,  President, Pierce County Master Gardener Foundation 

Photo by Jennifer Redfern  

When the November wind storm struck. 

Photo by George Frey  

After the speedy repair work. 

Is There News from Your Master Gardener Program? 

Articles Due to Publisher by: For Publication on: 

January 1 February 1 

April 1 May 1 

July 1 August 1 

September 1 October 1 

The Seeds for Thought newsletter offers all county WSU Master Gardener programs and foundations an excellent way to 

publicize your projects and events.  Working with your county’s representative to the Master Gardener Foundation of 

Washington State or with a member of your organization’s leadership, send articles to Mary Shane, Seeds for Thought 

publisher, (meshane@comcast.net) according to the following schedule: 

see in. I did this on my Marionberries and they ripened 

beautifully, and I will be able to make some jam this year. 

Last year, between the birds and humans, I didn't even have 

enough for a pie. Basically:  out of sight, out of mind. 

Covering food crops also works as a barrier against pests, 

such as flea beetles and cabbage moths for the organic 

garden.  Covering plants in a demonstration or display 

garden may not be as easy. The whole reason for the garden 

is for people to look, not to have it all covered up. With 

some creative thinking it can be done, though. Maybe the 

covers are only fine bird netting that blends into the foliage, 

or temporary and only placed on the plants off and on for a 

couple days at a time. The use of interesting metal trellising 

or unusual plant supports as fencing might also be a more 

attractive option for a display garden.  

The next time you are planning to plant in public keep some 

of these tips in mind. They might help you look at the 

garden in a different and more interesting way. 

(Defensive Gardening, continued from page 2) 

Photo by Robbin Small  

P-patch garden entrance, Blueberry Park  

in Bremerton. 

mailto:meshane@comcast.net
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Some Like It Hot!!!! 
~~Linda Bergquist,  MGFWS Board Member, Whatcom County 

Three years ago, we expanded our Master Gardener Demonstration Garden 

program to include an “under-cover” gardening project. To accomplish this, 

we used our newly constructed 30’ x 60’ greenhouse. Our Pacific Northwest 

summers with their cloudy, drizzly days make many heat-loving vegetables 

difficult to grow. The goal was to teach gardeners how to be more successful 

at growing vegetables, like tomatoes. More specifically, we wanted to 

demonstrate that, by creating a warmer growing environment, by using a 

structure such as a greenhouse, hoop house, etc., we could be much more 

successful than by growing these plants out in the open.  Additionally, we 

wanted to educate the community about not only the growing requirements, 

but the nutritional value and history of the plants. To assist with the educa-

tional process, we developed an informational display board and plant quiz 

located at the greenhouse entrance. 

For our 2011 project we chose okra, peppers and eggplant. All of these require minimum night temperatures of 65 de-

grees to properly grow. Because of our climate, most gardeners in the Pacific Northwest have not attempted to grow or to 

be successful with these vegetables. 

In early May, we began planting our selections in the greenhouse. Because local nurseries do not routinely carry our par-

ticular selections, seeds had to be ordered, and we grew our own starts. These included 23 varieties of peppers (mostly 

sweet), nine varieties of eggplant and four varieties of okra. All of these were grown in five-gallon containers filled with 

potting mix and a little slow-release fertilizer. An automatic drip watering system was installed and anchored in place 

with five-foot stakes inserted into each pot. 

As the growing season progressed, we applied 24-8-16 liquid ferti-

lizer every few weeks, depending on the size and needs of the 

plants. They did well until early July, at which time we experi-

enced an aphid infestation. At first we used a strong spray of water, 

we then tried insecticidal soap. This was followed by releasing 

thousands of ladybug beetles into the greenhouse. The eggplant and 

okra appeared to suffer the most, and the plants developed droopy, 

blotchy leaves that were wilted. In desperation, we contacted the 

WSU Mt. Vernon Research Center Entomology Program. With the 

help and guidance of their entomologist, we managed to get the 

aphids under control with insecticide. 

By August our pepper plants were over five feet tall, looked 

healthy and were loaded with peppers. Properly supporting the pep-

pers to eliminate breakage became a challenge. The eggplants were 

very productive, displaying a wide variety of colors and shapes. 

However we did not experience a taste difference in the varieties. Everything we produced went to our local food bank. 

Our okra grew huge, with some plants reaching over eight feet tall. The ‘Red Burgundy’ okra was very decorative, with 

long red pods and hibiscus-like flowers. Because we only worked in the greenhouse twice a week, we were unable to har-

vest the okra pods at the optimal time (three days after blooming). 

(Hot! continued on page 9) 

Photo by Linda Bergquist 

Whatcom County greenhouse demonstration 

Photo by Linda Bergquist 

Some of the 23 pepper varieties grown. 

A Sampler of Varieties Grown in the Whatcom County Greenhouse 
Okra Eggplant Sweet Peppers Hot Peppers 

Red Burgundy (long red 

pods) 

Green Raveena (all 

produced well and were 

exquisitely showy) 

Kaleidioscope Bell Mix 

(nice selection, did well) 

Pizza Pepper 
  

Annie Oakley Orlando (best for 

container and eating) 

Red Roaster Tabasco 

North and South Bride (white) Wonderbell Cayenne  Long 

Cajun Delight Black Egg Sublime Early Jalapeno 

  Prosperosa Sweet Ruby Med Hot Chili 

  Bambino Corno di Toro Garden Salsa 
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WSU Master Gardeners for Grant-Adams Counties Suggest Alternatives to 
Yellow Flag Iris for Shoreline Stabilization 
~~Jean Anderson,  Master Gardener, Grant-Adams Counties  

When considering shoreline landscaping it is useful to divide your area into three zones, even if you will be changing only 

the shoreline: 

 Upper Zone – farthest upslope, close to the house and street.   Appropriate for “greedy” plantings that require irriga-

tion and fertilization:  lawn, ornamentals and vegetable gardens. 

 Buffer Zone – the middle area between the Upper Zone and Aquatic Zone.  Native plants are 

highly recommended here, as they filter water and nutrient runoff from the Upper Zone, but 

require very little water and no fertilizing themselves. 

 Aquatic Zone – the shoreline area.  This zone will be wet or constantly damp.  It can extend 

mere inches to several feet into the water and several feet upslope, depending on the steep-

ness of the site. 

To find alternatives to yellow flag iris (Iris pseudacorus) within your Aquatic Zone, you must 

find plants that: 

 Are able to grow in water (emergent). 

 Have creeping roots to bind the shoreline (by nature they will be 

“spready”). 

 Have visual interest or beauty. 

 Are appropriate to the degree of slope (steepness, therefore dampness) within the Aquatic 

Zone.   

 Are acceptable to your local planning authority. 

Make a plant list and a site plan and take them to your local planning authority (city or county) 

before you plant or remove anything from the water.  Ask for a watershed restoration exemption, 

which should be free and can be fast-tracked within a few days. 

The native bulrushes commonly found along Moses Lake are superb at bank stabilization and are 

the preferred replacement.  They grow about 5 feet tall; interestingly, so do yellow flag iris, but people generally hate the 

one and love the other.   

 Rather than a monoculture, consider replanting with a combination of some of the following, which will provide visual 

interest by varying the height, texture and color of your shoreline plants: 

 One tree and a few multi-branched shrubs.  Betula occidentalis (water 

birch); Spirea douglasii (Western spirea); Cornus sericea (red osier dog-

wood); Ribes aureum (golden current).  The shrubs are aggressive with wet 

feet, so they will need regular pruning. 

 Fill in with some native reeds:  Juncus effusus (soft rush or common rush), 

Juncus balticus (Baltic rush; despite the name this appears to be native), 

Schoenoplectus tabernaemontani or Scirpus lacustris (softstem bulrush), 

Schoenoplectus pungens (three-square bulrush). 

There is real beauty in a naturalized shoreline.  Not only will your bank be 

stabilized, you will add a softer, more natural aesthetic, enhance your views by 

adding variety and seasonal interest, and protect fish, wildlife and water quality.  

Photo by Franz Xaver  

Juncus effusus 

Photo by Epibase 

Spiraea douglasii   

Photo by Aung 

Ribes aureum  

A Special Thank You 

The Master Gardener Foundation of 

Washington State wishes to express 

gratitude and appreciation to donors 

from the Washington State Combined 

Fund Drive, for their donation during 

this quarter. 
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At the Master Gardener Advanced-Education Conference in Ocean Shores last September, I attended the seminar by 

WSU Skagit County Master Gardener Jane Billinghurst, who treated us to a show of photographs of gardens she has taken 

while touring gardens around the world. She paired these images with extracts from her book, The Armchair Book of 

Gardens, in which she tells how people in different historical times and from different cultures have worked and spent 

time in their gardens.   

She explained how gardens reflect the personal and cultural values of their 

gardeners, and the values of the historical times in which they are created. We 

traveled from formal topiary gardens first created in Mediterranean regions in 

Roman times to the meadow-style plantings of contemporary Dutch landscape 

designer Piet Oudolph; from English landscape parks with their wide-open 

views to Japanese gardens that celebrate the blossoming of individual flowers.  

We traveled from a beachside garden on Denman Island, Canada, where the 

gardeners had carved out a small space in a natural area, to Chinese-scholar 

gardens in Suzhou, where imported rocks and artificial lakes create 

microcosms of nature within the garden walls. We saw undulating hedges in a 

Monmouthshire garden that are pruned to reflect the undulating shapes of the 

Monmouthshire hills beyond. We heard about laborers working in their 

vegetable patches in a turn-of-the-century English village and 

a gardener in Arizona who scours the countryside for the 

perfect cow pie to adorn his front yard. 

In her book, Jane has collected the viewpoints of many 

different styles of gardeners through extracts from historical 

texts and contemporary writings and paired them with 

beautiful archival illustrations. Prior to the conference, I had enjoyed leafing through The Armchair Book of Gardens, and 

I loved hearing Jane read excerpts from it as part of her seminar.  I predict Jane will be on the lecture circuit for quite a  

while with this seminar. If you missed seeing her at the conference, try to catch her “at a theatre near you.”  Jane’s next 

appearance will be March 2, 2012, as part of the line-up for the WSU Snohomish County Master Gardener Foundation’s 

Winter Speaker Series.  

A World of Gardens 
~~Tonie Fitzgerald, WSU MG Program Leader 

Photo by Jane Billinghurst 

Undulating hills at The Veddw, Monmouthshire, U.K., 

on the border between England and Wales.  

The Armchair Book of Gardens really is a treasure 

book. ... [capturing ] the myriad reasons some of us ache 

to get our fingers deep in the Earth.—The Chicago 

Tribune.  

Click here for the full review. 

“ 
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As the season ended, we felt we had been successful in growing all three vegetables in the green-

house. Visitors, (including Master Gardeners) were amazed at how well our plants grew and pro-

duced. They were impressed by the variety and colors of our selections. 

While the environment of a greenhouse or hoop house can overcome our cool climate, disease and 

insect issues can be a problem. Fortunately we have good resources available and we encourage 

gardeners to use them. 

Arlene Dangelmeier won our Whatcom County “Broken Shovel Award” for all her work on creat-

ing and implementing this project. Her “right hand” was Dawn La Turco. Master Gardeners and 

our community learned a great deal.  

(Hot! continued from page 6) 

Photo by Linda Bergquist 

Italian heirloom eggplant. 

Have You Seen Me? 
~~Bill Horn, Pierce County Master Gardener  

Before a recent Pierce County Master Gardener continuing-education session that was to be held at Bob Hartman’s Fruit 

Tree Nursery, I received a call and email from Bob about something he’d found on the leaves of some of the pear trees 

that were to be part of that program.  The damage was not uniform across all varieties nor was it as severe/developed on 

the Asian pears as on the European pears.  The problem was only apparent on some of the leaves and not on fruit nor 

twigs and branches.  It did not seem to have a significant impact on growth of the leaves nor their retention on the tree 

during the growing season. 

Bob had already done research and narrowed the problem down to a couple of possibilities.  After we talked and 

examined the email photos, we checked WSU Hortsense (http://pep.wsu.edu/hortsense/) to further identify it.  Sure 

enough, the problem, with an almost identical photo, was included in Hortsense.  A quick confirmation by Jenny Glass, 

WSU Puyallup Plant Diagnostician, concluded that the problem was indeed Pear trellis rust. 

Pear trellis rust is caused by a fungus, Gymnosporangium fuscum, 

that affects pears and junipers.  Until the late 1990’s, trellis rust was 

only found in southern British Columbia and Contra Costa County, 

California.  In recent years, the disease has been commonly observed 

on pears in western Washington. Jenny Glass noted that she had 

identified it on the WSU Puyallup Research and Extension Center 

campus in several locations, including on the pears in the research plot 

just to the north of the Rhubarb Room in the Puyallup Demo. Garden. 

This rust, like many other rust diseases, requires both hosts to 

complete its life cycle.  Trellis rust is most commonly observed as its 

aecia stage grows from pear leaves in late summer/early fall. The 

fungus can also infect pear branches and fruit.  Sanitation of infected 

plant material will help reduce the population of the pathogen, but the only truly effective cultural method of control is 

complete removal of alternate host species within 1000 feet of the desired plant.  WSU Hortsense lists no chemicals that 

are labeled for homeowner use on pears and the Pacific Northwest Plant Disease Management Handbook (OSU) lists 

only one chemical that is registered for use on this host that may help to manage the disease. 

Photo by Bill Horn 

Pear trellis rust. 

Be Among the First! 

 

 

 

 

The registration website for the September WSU/MGFWS Advanced-Education Conference will be online this 

spring.   

If you have not already, sign up today for the MGFWS ListServ so you will be among the first to be notified when 

registration opens. 

Here’s how:  send an email that includes your name and email address, to webmaster.mgfws@wsu.edu.  We’ll sign you 

up right away.  (You can cancel your ListServ membership at any time by sending an email to the same address asking 

to be unsubscribed.) 

http://pep.wsu.edu/hortsense/
http://www.yourdictionary.com/aecia
mailto:webmaster.mgfws@wsu.edu

