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Dr. Linda Kirk Fox is Georgia-Bound 
~~Tonie Fitzgerald, WSU Extension MG Program Leader 

Seeds for Thought 

Perhaps you have heard through the grapevine that Dr. Linda Kirk Fox has announced that 

she has accepted a position at the University of Georgia. 

Here is her announcement as it appeared in an email to WSU Extension on Thursday, 

March 24, 2011. 

Dear Colleagues,  

There is no easy or gentle way to announce a major 

change that many will find startling news. Having said 

that, I am writing to say, Yes, I accepted the job at 

University of Georgia effective July 6th.  I accepted a 

dean’s position at UGA, Athens, Georgia. This was 

announced yesterday by the UGA President and 

Provost. I am very excited to be tapped to lead Family 

and Consumer Sciences, the 5th largest college at UGA 

(by undergraduate enrollment figures). UGA is a 

flagship land grant and sea grant research university 

which delivers on the promise of public service.   

Yes, I am going to be a Georgia Bulldog! Thanks for 

your support in every way! 

2011 marks the 10th year for me here at WSU and I am 

amazed when I look back on our accomplishments and 

growth over the decade. I have been honored to learn 

and grow professionally and personally with such a 

committed group of faculty, staff, and friends of Extension. These have been challenging 

times, no doubt, and we haven’t turned the corner in the economy yet. But Extension 

personnel have pursued excellence in every undertaking and have strong support from 

county government, stakeholders, and the university administration. Having earned the 

place of number one in the university last year in awards in competitive grants and 

 contracts ($52 Mil) demonstrates to many the return on investment is evident in WSU Extension. With 14,000 well 

trained and dedicated volunteers our reach into every community is a powerful educational engine and force for 

change. WSU Extension has a reputation for quality as evidenced by awards to faculty (3 national awards in the last 4 

years; 5 regional in the last 5 years; and 3 university awards in the last 3 years).  Tomorrow is WSU Showcase and 

several Extension programs will again be shared with the greater university.  

I urge you to keep up your spirits and your quality work – the state, region and country needs Extension now more 

than ever! I look forward to working with you over the next 3 months to wrap up important tasks and activities before I 

move. Again, thank you for all you have given me! 

Warmest Regards, 

Linda  

Linda Kirk Fox, Ph.D.  

Washington State University Extension  

Hulbert Hall 411, Box 646248 | Pullman, WA 99164-6248 

 

While it may seem quite a blow to us because she has been such a huge champion of our MG Volunteer Program, I want 

to echo her charge to us to keep up our good work and our spirits.  Last month I wrote about why I think the MG Program 

is in good stead as WSU Extension looks at cost cutting measures. We have strong state leadership, we have the tools we 

need to continue quality training of volunteers and we are on the brink of launching a fund raising campaign to strengthen 

our ability to have advanced training and more resources for veteran MGs. 

Dr. Fox has always valued the MG Volunteer program as one that delivers on the promise of community education and 
(Dr. Fox, continued on page 6) 
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We’re Having a Beach Party at the 2011 MG Conference in September 
~~Kathy Eko, Master Gardener, Grays Harbor/Pacific Counties  

A New WSU Master Gardener Greenhouse, from Planning to Completion 
~~Charles A. Brun, Horticulture Advisor, WSU Extension, Clark County 

Southwest Washington Master Gardeners have used the older assortment of greenhouses at the former WSU Research and 

Extension Center on 78th St. in Vancouver, Washington. Some of the structures date back to the 1950s, when greenhouses 

were built with wooden rafters and covered with rigid fiberglass sheathing, which is now brittle and nearly opaque with 

age. In January 2010, WSU Horticulture Advisor Charles Brun approached the staff at the Clark County Public Works 

Department and asked if they would like to fund the development of a new greenhouse at the site.  

History     In 2008, Washington State University relinquished the right to perform agricultural research at the site and 

turned it back to Clark County. A community-outreach process was held to determine the long term use of the 79-acre site 

located just minutes off of Interstate 5. Out of 

these meetings arose a very strong desire to 

preserve the rural element of the fields, the 

Administration Building which dates back to 

the early 1920s, as well as provide for a new 

home for Extension faculty and Master Gar-

deners.  The concept plan for the site was ap-

proved in April 2010, clearing the way for the 

county to pursue various financing options, 

including grants, sponsorships, and donations. 

Over a million dollars have gone into the reno-

vation of the site in the last year alone. As for 

agriculture, there are now community garden 

plots for rent, a three-acre organic-certified field, and a seven-acre field set aside for conventionally raised carrots des-

tined for the local food bank.    

(Greenhouse, continued on page 4) 

Be certain to register for the 2011 WSU Master Gardener Advanced Education Conference, to 

be held this September in beautiful Ocean Shores.  As well as providing an excellent oppor-

tunity for advanced education, this conference, co-sponsored by the Master Gardener Founda-

tion of Washington State and the WSU Extension Master Gardener Program, promises three 

days of good company, good food and good fun. 

The conference, September 22-24, features 28 seminars from which to choose eight classes to 

attend.  Our exciting keynote speaker this year will be Amy Stewart, the best-selling author 

of Flower Confidential, the Good, The Bad and the Beautiful in the Business of Flowers, and 

her latest, Wicked Bugs: A Natural History of the Dark Side of Bugs (available spring, 2011). 

All seminars and general sessions will be held at the Ocean Shores Convention Center, only 

one block from the beautiful Pacific Ocean. So, in between all the seminars, go for a walk on 

the beach, fly a kite, or spend some money at the Market Place, the conference store, for a 

huge variety of plants, garden tools, clothing, and books.  Register now and make your hotel plans to take advantage of 

the MG conference rate. 

Registration for the full conference costs $175 until August 14, when a late-registration fee will apply.  Register online at 

http://www.regonline.com/mgfbeach2011. 

We’re also pleased to be able to offer some incredible optional pre-conference tours, including a tour to the breathtaking 

Quinault Rain Forest, a fun and educational boat tour of the more than 25 miles of interlocking fresh waterways of Duck 

Lake by the Ocean Shores Electric Boat Company.  Also, you can choose to take a shoreline tour led by author and 

speaker Alan D. Rammer, a retired Specialist Marine Conservation Educator from the Washington State Dept. of Fish and 

Game.  If you are coming to the conference with a spouse or friend, they may enjoy the 1st-ever "Companion Golf Tour-

nament," a nine-hole scramble to be held at the Ocean Shores Golf Course on Friday, September 23. 

We can’t wait to see all of you in September.  Please direct any questions to Claudia Matthew, conference cochair for this 

year’s event host, the Grays Harbor/Pacific Counties Master Gardener Foundation: mgfbeach2011@gmail.com. 

  

Photo by Charles Brun 

Older Clark County Master Gardener Greenhouses 

http://www.regonline.com/mgfbeach2011
mailto:mgfbeach2011@gmail.com
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Yakima County Report 

~~Tom Kerns, MGFWS Board Representative, Yakima County 

Judy Porterfield 

Judy Porterfield 

Judy Porterfield 

Notes from the President 

~~Judy Porterfield, MGFWS President 

Although this may be old news to many of you, I must note the departure of Dr. Linda Fox from WSU Extension.  

Dr. Fox has been a wonderful support to and friend of the Master Gardener Program in Washington state and we will miss 

her.  In fact, it is because of her that we have our great Program Leader, Tonie Fitzgerald. 

We also wish Dr. Fox well in her new position at the University of Georgia, Athens, Georgia, 

where she will head Family and Consumer Sciences. Of course, we all know they are lucky to get 

her!  She will begin her responsibilities there in July. 

But, and this is important, the Master Gardener Program will not be left adrift.  We will have Dr. 

Dan Bernardo of WSU Extension as well as the rock of Tonie Fitzgerald’s leadership to keep our 

program steady.  And we have already gotten some wonderful tools in place, including our 

marvelous Online Training Program. 

Remember last issue I mentioned that there would be undertakings and activities designed to 

support and involve MGs from all parts of the state?  Well, our first one is a direct result of input 

from all of us.  When queried, overwhelmingly the majority of us responded that our first priority 

was additional training for current MGs, both to keep our skills current as well as to expand our base of horticultural 

knowledge.  Working with the WSU Foundation, we are going to jointly undertake some targeted and limited fundraising 

to underwrite those efforts.  Look for additional information in future issues. 

Spring is on vacation, or so it seems, with this morning's 20-degree record low temperature. 

In the greenhouse, however, it's another story, with activity at a feverish pace:  seeding, transplanting, watering, etc.  

Meanwhile the thousands of plants already propagated await the spring sale at the end of April.   

Not to be outdone is the demonstration garden, whose winter blanket of leaves has been peeled back to show new growth 

and unfortunately some deaths—all part of Nature's pattern. 

This year's plan for classes is more ambitious than usual—12 one-hour Saturday programs will be presented from 

April 23rd to Oct 8th.  Nine of these are eligible for veterans’ continuing education credit and three are designed for chil-

dren. 

Since we seemed to have time on our hands, we also put together a four-evening series of programs in March featuring 

such dynamic speakers as Ciscoe Morris and Bonnie Orr, as well as several local garden experts.  Nearly 600 people at-

tended—a surprising turnout for our area and economy. 

Finally, the plant clinic began another eight-month run on March 2nd ,while its little brother, spun-off two years ago, will 

appear each Sunday at the Yakima Farmers Market from Mother’s Day through October. 

2011 SECRET GARDEN TOUR:  Exploring the Country Landscape 

~~Kris Burns, Master Gardener, Jefferson County 

WSU Jefferson County Master Gardeners are excited to present to you a totally unique Secret Garden Tour this year.  

The self-guided tour will be held on the Toandos Peninsula, 

which is located in southeast Jefferson County, between Hood 

Canal and Dabob Bay.  All of the five large properties are full of 

natural and cultivated charm, and showcase many sustainable 

gardening practices. 

Come join us for a day in the county, June 18, 2011, 10 a.m.-

4 p.m.  

Tickets will be available mid-May at local nurseries.  Tickets are 

$15 in advance, $20 the day of the tour. 

For more information contact our tour ticketmaster, 

Sharon Garrels at 360-379-5445. Photo by Kris Burns 

A Secret Garden in Jefferson County 
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Greenhouse concept    None of the existing structures met the County’s building codes for public access.  When the pro-

posal to build a new greenhouse was presented, it quickly became apparent that any new structure would have to resemble 

a modern-day retail garden center, including ADA access and parking.  Building a new state-of-the-art greenhouse in to-

day‘s economic climate is a challenge for both the public as well as the private sector.  Clark County required that any 

utilities (electrical service, natural gas, eventually, potable water) would have to conform to strict building standards.  

Funding source      Funds were secured from the county’s De-

partment of Environmental Services to cover the costs of a green-

house consultant, the structure itself, and accessory improvements, 

including underground utilities, demolition, grading, and pouring 

a concrete pad for the building.  The West Coast distributor Con-

ley’s Greenhouse Manufacturing & Sales out of southern Califor-

nia was chosen as the supplier for the framing, triple wall cover-

ing, roof ventilation, energy/shade curtain, high efficiency natural 

gas heaters, and galvanized benches. In the future we would like 

to install a pad and a fan ventilation system to cool the indoor 

temperature on a hot summer day.  Inside the building (30’ wide, 

54’ long) we will have space to hold meetings, as well as grow 

plants all year long. A phone jack and computer data port will be 

included.  

Master Gardener support   Staff at Clark County quickly realized that Master Gardeners had a very strong commit-

ment toward this project, as they use all of the greenhouses to raise plants for an annual Mother’s Day sale that has earned 

over $30,000. Key Master Gardeners have been included in the project planning from the beginning. The MG Foundation 

has set aside money for the galvanized benches to fill the house, and have started to explore donations of high-intensity 

lamps for plant propagation.  

Construction      Currently we are seeking a qualified building construction company that understands how to build an 

engineered greenhouse. All of the parts of the new structure have arrived and have been safely stored.  With the onset of 

drier weather in May, we hope to see the entire project completed in 3-4 weeks.                         

Summary       Our new greenhouse will feature many of the design features found on polycarbonate greenhouses built at 

high schools and community colleges in Washington over the last ten years. It has taken 16 months to get to the construc-

tion phase. If there are other Master Gardener groups that would like to plan a similar project, they can consult with 

Charles Brun at brunc@wsu.edu. 

(Greenhouse, continued from page 2) 

Photo by Charles Brun 

Quonset Greenhouse with Clark County MG Plant Sale Starts  

Ellen A'Key grant applications are being accepted 

now through July 2, 2011, from rural Washington 

counties.  Please follow the following link to the 

application:  http://www.mgfkc.org/resources/ellen-

akey-grant, or visit our website, where the applica-

tion is in the list of resources. 

Rural Counties Alert: 
Ellen A'Key Grant 

Application Period Is Open  

News from Benton-Franklin Counties 
~~Kathy Brenberger, Foundation President, 

 Benton-Franklin Master Gardener Foundation 

Benton-Franklin Master Gardeners are about a month from 

another year of completing class. We had 41 new interns,13 of 

which were online-only. On March 5th, we had our Spring 

Garden Day. Our keynote speaker this year was 

Dr. Richard Old, who is a weed specialist and developer of the 

popular  XID weed-identification software.  The classes ran all 

day and were open to the public. We had a turnout of 100 

people. 

We are currently cleaning up our demonstration garden: a huge 

job!! Our spring plant sale took place on April  30th.  It is 

always a great event for us. 

mailto:Charles%20A.%20Brun
http://www.mgfkc.org/resources/ellen-akey-grant
http://www.mgfkc.org/resources/ellen-akey-grant
http://www.mgfkc.org/
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The Island County gardening workshop on March 19 was a great success! There were over 380 attendees. Including raf-

fle, registration, book sales, and donations, the foundation grossed about $22,000! Here is a testimonial to the workshop’s 

success from one of our attendees. 

The Whidbey Gardening Workshop was fabulous! I am a Master Gardener in Seattle and attended last year and this year. Everything was 

perfect. 

The volunteers were great and really did want to help. Everyone was cheery and friendly. You can see how much work was put into making 

the event great. 

The recycling/trash stations with a dump bucket were in all the right places. A place to pour the liquids is a great idea. The fact that every-

thing, even the utensils, was compostable shows your commitment to the environment. It helps us all to help, as well. 

Lunch was great. 

The classes were fun and informative. My “Know Your Weeds” class even went outside for some hands-on education . . . There were a few 

classes in each session I would have liked to take. The instructors were all knowledgeable and enthusiastic. 

Graham Kerr was a jewel. I knew he would be funny but I didn't know he would be so profound. It was a great talk. I hope to hear him 

again . . .  

 Great job Whidbey Island Master Gardeners! I look forward to seeing you next year. 

 /s/ 

A Happy Gardener! 

WSU Master Gardeners of Island County are having their annual plant sale on May 7, 2011, in the barn at the Greenbank 

Farm, Greenbank, Whidbey Island. It will run from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. We will have baked goods and books for sale, 

too, along with a plant clinic and personal shoppers to help you buy the right plant for the right place! Hope to see you 

there.  With luck, it will be a beautiful day! 

Island County’s Whidbey Gardening Workshop a Success 
~~Marcia Nelson MGFWS Board Representative, Island County 

King County MGs at the NW Flower & Garden Show—And Much More! 
~~Judy Porterfield, MGFWS President, King County 

King County MGs have been busy over winter—February saw almost 300 of them working 

at the Northwest Flower and Garden Show.  The organization had a booth, handed out 

hundreds and hundreds of fact sheets on growing tomatoes (who says Northwesterners aren’t 

optimistic? There was snow on the ground outside.), staffed the information center, helped 

run seminars, greeted attendees and took tickets at 

the door. 

Now we’re all getting ready for our annual plant 

sale, scheduled for Saturday and Sunday, May 8th 

and 9th.  Friday night, the 7th, features our Pre-Sale 

Party, where Ciscoe Morris hands out his coveted 

Golden Brussels Sprout Award to the caterer 

whose appetizer wins the popular vote of those 

attending.  It will be a nice place to take Mom for 

Mother’s Day, or to find the perfect gift for her.  

There will be activities for children, educational 

offerings, music, and 3,500 tomato plants, all started and nurtured by King 

County Master Gardeners.  Herbs, edibles, perennials, some unusual annuals, 

natives, and ornamentals round out the offerings.  It’s a fun evening, a 

magnificent plant sale. There’s more information on the website at www.MGFKC.org. 

For additional information: Horst Momber or Judy Porterfield, King County. 

Photo by Laurie Myer  

Pat Pugsley, King County 

Lavender Expert 

Photo by Laurie Myer  

Herb Display at King County Plant Sale 

http://www.mgfkc.org/
mailto:momberh@mac.com
mailto:judyporterfield@comcast.net
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she was successful in creating a State Program Leader Position for it. I, as the State Leader, am not the reason the MG 

Volunteer Program is good. YOU are the reason it is good. Your community education projects are making a difference 

all over the state. As a state leader, I am in a position to garner resources (online training, new manual, communication 

lines, webinars) for all MGs and to support counties in program delivery. Had we continued to operate as many separate 

counties, we might be looking now at most counties without training options and several counties without MG Programs 

at all. That is not the way we want to move into the next year. 

I credit Linda for saving us from this fate. Through her leadership, she created a stronger statewide and valued program. 

We owe it to her to stand strong through the next year of financial distress that all state institutions are facing. 

(Dr. Fox, continued from page 1) 

The Skagit County Rhododendron Garden 

~~Jane Billinghurst, MGFWS Northwest Regional Vice President, Skagit County 

The WSU Skagit County Extension Master Gardener Discovery Garden is located at 16650 Memorial Highway, Mount 

Vernon. Established in 1996, it contains 24 separate gardens, each with an individual theme. Gardens include a Japanese 

garden, Naturescapes (the native plant garden), a waterwise garden, a vegetable garden, a children’s garden, and a rose 

garden. A recent addition is the Rhododendron Garden, which was begun in 2007. The purpose of this garden is to intro-

duce home gardeners to rhododendron varieties that do well in the Pacific Northwest. Plants were selected to show that 

rhododendrons can provide blooms for 12 months of the year and to illustrate the distinctive colors and shapes of rhodo-

dendron foliage. The garden features rhododendrons that grow from a few inches to over 20 feet tall. Right now, it con-

tains rhododendrons that are moderately to very sun-tolerant. As the newly planted trees fill in, they will eventually pro-

vide enough shade to include more shade-loving rhododendrons in the garden. 

For more information, contact Jane Billinghurst, pjaneb_hurst@hotmail.com. 

 

Photo by Jane Billinghurst 

Rhododendron Buds, Skagit County Master Gardener Discovery Garden, January 2011 

San Juan County’s Master Gardener diagnostic clinics started again in April.  Twice monthly, we meet to analyze plant 

problems brought to us by San Juan Island residents.  We will also be at the Farmers’ Market beginning in May.  Along 

with the diagnostic clinics, requests for site visits begin to roll in.  Whenever possible, we will visit clients’ gardens to 

take a look at problems in situ.  For rural gardens, often the setting is as important as the sample. 

We just finished a successful native plant sale.  The original date had to be postponed because of freezing weather and 3-5 

inches of snow on the ground.  By the following weekend, all was rain again!  The profits go to support countywide pro-

jects.  Finally, our annual May plant sale comes up just in time for Mother’s Day on Saturday, May 7 th.  We’ve over 400 

tomato plants growing, as well as vegetable starts and ornamental perennials tucked away in greenhouses waiting for their 

debut. Many of the tomato and vegetable starts are grown from seed saved by two fabulous Master Gardeners.  All the 

vegetable starts are grown organically, and many are from organic seeds.  We can’t hope to match Clark County’s plant 

sale, but we’re trying!   

San Juan County’s Events Keep Master Gardeners Busy 

~~Jody Burns, MGFWS Board Representative, Island County 

mailto:pjaneb_hurst@hotmail.com
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For a list of plants selected for the Old Hotel Drought Tolerant  Demonstration Garden, click here. 

 

Online Registration Has Begun!   

Click here to register for the September 2011 WSU Master Gardener Advanced-Education Conference : 

http://www.regonline.com/mgfbeach2011 

 Meet new friends from across Washington or reacquaint with old friends you haven’t seen since last September’s 

conference in Vancouver.   

 There will be 29 seminars from which to choose, all led by experts in their fields.  Choices . . . choices!  

 With a $175 registration fee, you’ll be attending the full conference—eight class sessions, a box lunch on Friday, two 

dinners, and coffee breaks—and you’ll hear the keynote speaker, Amy Stewart, author of Wicked Bugs: The Louse 

that Conquered Napoleon's Army and other Diabolical Insects, published just as you read this newsletter. 

 One-day registrations and other options are available. 

 All conference events will be held just one block from the Pacific Ocean, at the Ocean Shores Convention Center.  

http://www.regonline.com/mgfbeach2011
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Photo Courtesy of Carol Robbins 

Delphiniums 

Pierce County:  The Fair, a Banquet, Sales, & a New Demonstration Garden 

~~George Frey , President, Pierce County Master Gardener Foundation 

Pierce County Master Gardeners were once again very busy at the Puyallup Spring 

Fair, which took place in mid-April.  We have a 20’ x 20’ vegetable display & clin-

ic, two 10’ x 10’ booths for book sales and a large children's area.  This gives Mas-

ter Gardeners great exposure. 

Our annual volunteer recognition banquet was held on Tuesday, April 5th.  We rec-

ognized the 2010 interns who have met all of the requirements to become certified 

Master Gardeners.  We also recognized veterans for accomplishments and service. 

We also completed our 2011 training class on April 1st.  We had 46 trainees in this 

class, three of them in the professional track.   

Our annual plant sale was held on April 30th and May 1st at the WSU Extension 

Campus in Puyallup.  This is the Foundation’s largest fundraiser.   

We have a new demonstration garden that will be celebrating its grand opening on 

June 25, 2011.  Sehmel Homestead Park in Gig Harbor will be open to the public on 

June 25th, 2011.  It is located at 78th Ave NW and Sehmel Drive NW., Gig Harbor. 

Clark County’s Fantastic Mother’s Day Plant Sale  
~~Dean Sutera, Clark County Master Gardener 

Our annual Mother’s Day Plant Sale is just around the corner, and it’s truly a winning situation for all parties 

involved.  The public will be lined up well before the gates open on May 7th to take advantage of superb pric-

es—like $1 for four-inch pots of quality vegetables.  Our sales for the two-day sale should reach $30,000 for 

the third year in a row.  That’s enough to pay our 

greenhouse rent and keep our Master Gardener 

Foundation supplied with funds to serve our 

community and to support the Master Gardener 

Program. 

Some of the over 19,000 seeds were started as 

early as late January.  Included in the veggie 

community of 4” pots are 4,100 tomato plants 

(42 varieties), 1,000 peppers (18 varieties), 600 

cucumbers (7 varieties), and over 2,500 other 

plants, including eggplant, tomatillos, squash, 

pumpkins, lettuce, cabbage, and  many herbs.  

We did have to plant the pickling cucumbers twice; seems that some sparrows found them very tasty.  They, 

however, didn’t care for the zucchini seeds. 

In the non-vegetable category, we have 20 different 

annuals totaling over 4,600 4” pots, as well as 300+ 

fuchsias, mixed baskets, and gallon pots.  Our house-

plant greenhouse has hundreds of donated and propa-

gated plants of many varieties.  Our outdoor yard con-

tains over 2,000 gallon and larger-size perennials, 

shrubs, trees, grasses, and berries.  Most of these have 

been harvested in the community by our Dig Team, 

then divided and potted at the greenhouse. 

All this is made possible by an enthusiastic and dedicated crew of volunteers.  During our busy time leading 

up to the sale, we will have 40-50 volunteers working every Wednesday for 3-4 hours, plus smaller crews on 

other days.  Nancy Funk and Julie Carlsen do a superb job of directing all the efforts.  If you would like further 

information, please contact Nancy at nancysgarden@comcast.net.   

Photo by Burke Harris  

Tomato Starts in Clark County 

Photo by Burke Harris  

Clark County Master Gardeners Prepare for Their Plant Sale  

mailto:nancysgarden@comcast.net
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Officer Name County Email Address 

President Judy Porterfield King judyporterfield@comcast.net  

Secretary Patty Brown Lewis yellowdog@toledotel.com  

Treasurer Eileen Davis-Thorne Benton-Franklin wagardenertr@gmail.com 

VP Olympic Peninsula Roland Malan Kitsap rolandmalan@gmail.com  

VP Northwest Jane Billinghurst Skagit pjaneb_hurst@hotmail.com 

VP Southwest Fran Hammond Clark reh5286@aol.com  

VP Metro Betty Ryan Pierce honearyan@msn.com  

VP Northeast Vacant   

VP Southeast Chris Bailey Benton-Franklin mastergardenerwa@yahoo.com  

WSU MG Program Leader Tonie Fitzgerald WSU tjfitz@wsu.edu 
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