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Whatcom County Master Gardener Arlene Dangelmaier organized a tomato growing 

demonstration/comparison in the greenhouse at Hovander Homestead State Park in Fern-

dale last summer. They planted 33 different tomatoes in five-gallon planters. A drip irriga-

tion system was installed and several Master Gardeners participated in maintenance and 

harvesting. The tomatoes were taste-tested and evaluated for ease of growing to help gar-

deners make informed choices.  

The greenhouse was open for the community 

to see the progress. Signage identified each 

tomato and gave a brief description.  Arlene 

developed a “Tomato Quiz”: 

1. Where did tomatoes come from? 

2. Are they fruits or vegetables? 

3. Tomato plants have two different growing habits.  They are? 

4. Why are tomatoes challenging to grow in the PNW? 

5. Which of the following nutritional benefits can be obtained from the tomato? 

a. low in fats and calories 

b. high fiber 

c. good source of antioxidant Vitamin-C 

d. very rich in potassium 

e. good source of foliate, iron, calcium and manganese 

f. rich in antioxidant lycopene 

g. good levels of Vitamin A 

Most of the tomatoes were donated to the Ferndale Food Bank! 

For more information, contact Linda Bergquist at bergiesjl@comcast.net. 

The Challenge of Growing Tomatoes in the PNW 
~~Linda Bergquist, Whatcom County MGFWS Board Representative 

Seeds for Thought 

Here in Eastern Washington we had lots of snow and cold this year. As a result we didn’t have not a lot going on as far as 

gardening is concerned.  But the Benton- Franklin Counties Master Gardeners are still busy.  We have amazing volun-

teers! During 2010 we averaged 95% of our volunteers reporting their hours.  We are very proud of that. 

In December we had our Winter Soup and Bread luncheon.  Our Marketing Committee sold crafts and a collection was 

taken to benefit the Second Harvest Food Bank. Volunteer Service pins were distributed to Master Gardeners celebrating 

five-year increments of service. We also announced our Master Gardener of the Year and our Intern of the Year. 

It is 2011 already! On January 18th we began training classes.  In February the Foundation will take part in our local 

Home and Garden Show. Our “Ask a Master Gardener” booth is a great way to advertise our program to the public.  

For more information contact Eileen Hewitt at 509-375-3551. 

News from Benton-Franklin Counties 
~~Kathy Brenberger, Foundation President, Benton-Franklin Master Gardener Foundation 

Master Gardeners of Grays Harbor and Pacific Counties offered the chance of winning gift certif-

icates to early registrants for the 2011 Advanced-Education Conference in Ocean Shores. 

Lucky winners of the drawing were Chris Bailey (Benton County), who won the $80 room certif-

icate, and Karen Palmer (Clark County), a $30 Market Place certificate. 

Congratulations to the winners! 

For more information, contact Rick Haunreiter at rhaunreiter@hotmail.com. 

2011 Conference Early-Registration Winners 
~~Rick Haunreiter, Master Gardener, Grays Harbor/Pacific Counties  
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Notes from the President 

~~Judy Porterfield, MGFWS President 

This is the time of year when it’s hard to believe in growth and warmth.  The coldest days are still ahead of us and it’s 

hard to tell that the days are, in theory, getting longer.  But under the snow and the mud, things are happening.  And so it 

can be for us as well.  What a perfect time for planning and reading, attending and participating in 

webinars (and how’s that for a made-up word?) and classes, earning CE credit and planning what 

this year will be the perfect garden – vegetable bed – whatever your dreams lead you to. 

But it’s time for action too.  The legislature will be coming back into session and county councils 

meet regularly.  Where they are, we should be too, by e-mail, by letter, by phone, in person.  Re-

mind them all of the value that WSU and our program brings to the table – literally and figurative-

ly.  Educating citizens, helping protect water quality, helping everyone live a more healthy and 

productive life, as well as providing thousands and thousands of pounds of fresh food to food 

banks, Master Gardeners bring more bang for the buck than almost any other program. 

Our programs are all financially hurting – in every county.  Change appears inevitable and cer-

tainly not comfortable.  But our survival depends on our agility, our creativity, and on our com-

mitment to this program.  Certainly here in King County we discover new problems on a regular basis and have found the 

truth in the statement that one can lose a lot of blood from a thousand tiny cuts as well as from one or two large ones.  We 

must support each other across the state: if we don’t hang together, we’ll certainly hang separately.  

 

Judy Porterfield 

CE-eligible speakers:  Dr. Carol Miles, WSU NW Research Center, is presenting Growing Tomatoes on Whidbey Island” 

on February 16, 2011.  Bill Turner will present "Existing and Emerging Pests of the PNW" in late March or early 

April, 2011. Details are available by calling the WSU Extension Office at 360-240-5558. 

The Whidbey Gardening Workshop will be held Saturday, March 19, 2011. The keynote speaker is Graham Kerr 

(Galloping Gourmet), speaking on "My First Year as a Kitchen Gardener." We are offering over 50 classes of interest to 

all levels of gardeners, Master or otherwise! Online registration begins February 14 at www.island.wsu.edu, or call 

360-240-5527 to request a registration packet by mail. 

Island County’s Upcoming Events 

~~Marcia Nelson, MGFWS Board Representative, Island County 

The Kitsap County Foundation is working on an ambitious fundraising effort to support the Kitsap County Master Gar-

dener Program.  This gala event is titled, “Giving Through Gardening,” and will include two speakers, live and silent auc-

tions by Stokes, musical entertainment, and desserts. 

The Gala will be held April 9th at the Sons of Norway in Poulsbo from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m.  Our featured speaker is author 

Dan Hinkley, known for plant exploration, garden design and creating Heronswood Gardens.  He is also known for his 

appearances on The Martha Stewart Show.  Dan will be speaking on “The Forgotten Elements of Good Design: Texture, 

Movement and Fragrance.”   

Richard LeMieux will also speak on the need for food in Kitsap County as it relates to the Master Gardener Program.  

The Duncan Creek String Quartet will provide background music. 

We welcome auction donations.  The Gala Committee is looking for garden items as well as tickets to events or gardens.  

This is the second gala provided by the Kitsap Foundation.  

The event will provide information to the community on the Master Gardener program and provide an opportunity for 

learning, fun, and will raise funds for the Kitsap County MG program. 

To find out how you can purchase tickets, sponsor a table, or more information, contact Arlene West at 360-613-2990 or 

Roland Malan 360-638-2997. 

Kitsap County Gala Planned 

~~Roland Malan, MGFWS Board Representative, Kitsap County 

http://www.island.wsu.edu
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News from Tonie 
~~Tonie Fitzgerald, WSU Extension MG Program Leader 

It’s been quite a year for WSU Administration. Difficult decisions have been made to meet budget shortfalls in 2010 and 

there will be more decisions to be made in 2011. So far, Extension has made up its portion of the difference by being 

very frugal since 2008 and in not filling all vacant positions. An administrative review is underway. People at all levels 

are asked to work “smarter” via technology and engage in the university’s campaign to increase non-state funding 

support.  

As dire as this sounds, I’d like us to look at the WSU Master Gardener Program as a strong 

survivor of cuts. First of all, we’ve put crucial resources in place, such as our online basic training 

for interns. The online training has allowed us to continue training new volunteers at a time when 

the “old-fashioned way” of teachers coming in person to counties is no longer possible. 

More  advanced-education opportunities for veteran MGs are becoming more frequent as faculty 

and staff produce webinars. And, we have a new, revised Extension MG Manual to start the New 

Year with! 

Secondly, with a program-management website for program coordinators, a state office 

(Brigitta  Jozefowski and me), and MG policies and procedures in place, we are able to have 

county MG programs continue when county coordinator positions are lost or on hold. With these 

resources, I am able to provide leadership for county directors who are willing to continue MG 

volunteer efforts in their counties. 

Thirdly, the MG program is poised to help with and benefit from the university’s campaign goal to raise a billion dollars 

over the next four years.  The state Master Gardener Foundation and the WSU Foundation have agreed to work together 

in targeting donors who want to support the MG program specifically. Also, many county foundations are in the position 

of being able to support Extension MG programs when government support is withdrawn. 

I strongly believe that Master Gardeners will continue to be part of WSU in the future, through thick and thin years, 

continuing to work on projects where impact can be shown in issues of concern to local communities. These issues are 

enhancement of natural resources, sustainability of communities and, improved health and wellness for Washington 

residents. 

This is a great time to review the mission and vision statements of WSU Extension and think about how we in the Master 

Gardener Volunteer Program fit in: 

Washington State University Extension engages people, organizations and communities to 

advance knowledge, economic well-being and quality of life by fostering inquiry, 

learning, and the application of research.  

Washington State University Extension is the front door to the University. It extends non-

credit education and degree opportunities to people and communities throughout the 

state. Extension builds the capacity of individuals, organizations, businesses and 

communities, empowering them to find solutions for local issues and to improve their 

quality of life.  

Photo by Gary Ingram 

Tonie Fitzgerald, 

WSU MG Program Leader 

In Skagit County, 2011 brings no great changes that we are aware of yet. Ned Zaugg, WSU Skagit 

County Extension Director, retired at the end of 2010. WSU Skagit County Extension Agriculture 

and Natural Resources Educator Don McMoran is now also Acting Extension Department Head. 

Kari Russom is entering her second year as our part-time Skagit County–funded MG Program Co-

ordinator. We are looking forward to training 23 new Skagit County Master Gardeners this spring. 

Interns will participate in online training and attend classes one day a week for six weeks. Local 

nursery owner and Master Gardener Everett Chu has generously allowed us to use his brand-new 

greenhouse for growing out our Plant Fair tomatoes. For public outreach, we will continue our 

Demonstration Garden on Memorial Highway, our Plant Clinics in Anacortes and Burlington, and 

be at the ready to supply speakers to groups as requested. We will also continue our regular Know 

& Grow workshops, Skagit Valley Herald newspaper articles, Skagit Valley College radio spots, 

and Skagit County Master Gardener Facebook page. 

For additional information, contact Jane Billinghurst at jane.billinghurst@frontier.com.  

Skagit County Activities for 2011 

~~Jane Billinghurst, MGFWS Board Representative, Skagit County 

Photo by Photo by Bobbi Gustafson    

Peggy van Allen working in the 

Berry Garden 

at the Skagit County 

Discovery Garden  

mailto:jane.billinghurst@frontier.com
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Following closure of our demonstration garden and conclusion of the many adult and children's classes conducted there, 

we turned our attention to the greenhouse.   

By about Nov. 1st, several members were busily taking cuttings, seeding 

flats, and planning arrays of plants for hanging baskets. 

In the meantime we were revamping plans for the 2011 class 

sessions.  This year, for the first time, we will conduct interviews of 

prospective interns to assess their interests and level of commitment to 

our cause.  We hope that this will allow us to build a program of greater 

value to new Master Gardeners and, in turn, increase the retention of 

future active members. 

Finally, our December awards dinner was a great success, capping an all

-around eventful year and honoring Dr. Roy Vandenburgh, who initiated 

our program 30 years ago as our first coordinator.   

For more information, contact Tom Kerns:  509-966-6411. 

Yakima County Report 
~~Tom Kerns, MGFWS Board Representative, Yakima County 

Photo by Bill Woolman 

Yakima Master Gardeners at play in greenhouse  

Pierce County’s Vegetable-Garden Outreach at Women’s Prison 

~~Jan Pittman, Master Gardener / Treasurer, Pierce County Master Gardener Foundation 

Lewis County’s Upcoming Gardening Program for the Public 

~~Patty Brown, MGFWS Secretary & Board Representative, Lewis County 

The Evergreen State College started a sustainable garden program in a number of men's prisons in Washington State.  The 

women in the horticulture program at Washington Correction Center for Women (WCCW), located near Gig Harbor, 

wanted to start a similar program.  The Master Gardener Foundation of Pierce County gave a grant of $2250 for the year 

2010 to start an organic vegetable garden at that facility.  These funds were used to build five raised beds made out of 

concrete stones, the soil and compost to fill them, cover cloth and seeds for the garden.  The garden produce crops raised 

this summer were:  tomatoes, cucumbers, lettuce, onions, summer squash, peppers, and peas.  All crops went to the prison 

kitchens for the inmates to enjoy.  

The people at the prison were so pleased with the results of the garden in just its first year that they want more areas in the 

prison to be used as vegetable gardens.  Therefore the MGF of PC has awarded WCCW a grant of $2000 for the year 

2011 to enlarge the garden program. 
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For a list of plants selected for the Old Hotel Drought Tolerant  Demonstration Garden, click here. 

Online registration for the September 2011 WSU Master Gardener Advanced-Education Conference begins in April.  

Early-bird registrants—those who registered for this year’s conference at last year’s event in Vancouver—will have first 

pick of classes.   Look for email announcements as the time draws closer.  
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Officer Name County Email Address 

President Judy Porterfield King judyporterfield@yahoo.com  

Secretary Patty Brown Lewis yellowdog@toledotel.com  

Treasurer Eileen Davis-Thorne Benton-Franklin wagardenertr@gmail.com 

VP Olympic Peninsula Mike McFadden Jefferson lelandlakehouse@wildblue.net  

VP Northwest Stan Lundgaard Snohomish captstan@comcast.net 

VP Southwest Fran Hammond Clark reh5286@aol.com  

VP Metro Betty Ryan Pierce honearyan@msn.com  

VP Northeast Vacant   

VP Southeast Chris Bailey Benton-Franklin mastergardenerwa@yahoo.com  

WSU MG Program Leader Tonie Fitzgerald WSU tjfitz@wsu.edu 

Seeds for Thought is a quarterly publication of the 

Master Gardener Foundation of Washington State (MGFWS) 

Published February, May, August, & November 

Editor:  MGFWS Executive Committee 

Publisher:  Mary Shane 

The MGFWS does not generally publish commercial events, but Master Gardeners, especially in Western Washington, like to know what's 

happening in our greater gardening community.  Therefore the MGFWS Executive Committee is making an exception in this instance. 

Register by Feb. 15 using 

“WSU MG” in the promo code 

area, and receive a free 

reusable bag at the event!   
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