
Hello, Master Gardeners!   
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―What!‖ you ask, ―This article is about the fall advanced-education conference?  That’s 

over seven months away!‖   

Ah, yes, the 2010 advanced-education conference does indeed start just over seven months 

from now, but your Master Gardener confrères in Clark County who are spearheading this 

event are ready for you to reserve your hotel room now and, in just a few days, they will 

open registration for the conference. 

Clark County Master Gardeners are really on the 

ball.  They have the conference curriculum lined 

up and they are advertising hotel rates as low as 

$89 for a room with one queen bed at the Red Lion 

at the Quay, in Vancouver.  I stayed at this hotel 

last October when the state-foundation board held 

a meeting there.  It was great.  The hotel is re-

cently remodeled and is right on the Columbia 

River.  A river-front room can be reserved—right 

now!—for $119.  Check for all rates at: Red Lion 

at the Quay. 

Here’s one very good reason for you to book your 

hotel room at the Red Lion just as soon as you can:  there are only 160 rooms.  If the hotel 

fills, you’ll be looking at higher room fees at a neighboring hotel.  The Red Lion is the 

venue for all the classes and related events at the conference. 

Here’s a second very good reason to book at the Red Lion:  the Clark County Master Gar-

dener foundation will have to pay for any rooms not reserved (beyond a certain ―cushion‖).  

No one wants to see one of our fellow MG foundations face that expense.  They committed 

this with the Red Lion so they could get all the conference meeting rooms at no charge—a 

(Continued on page 2) 
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‘Blaney’s Blue’ Rhododendron 

In With the New Year 
~~Tonie Fitzgerald, WSU Extension Master Gardener Program Leader 

The availability of a new training resource for Master Gardener volunteers arrived with the new year, 2010. The new 

WSU online training course for Master Gardeners was in place by mid-December for the 17 counties that started training 

new volunteers last month.  Although part of the online course was pilot-tested last year, we owe a huge debt of gratitude 

to Jeanne Rehwaldt and the Mason County Master Gardeners, who were the first to dive into the not-quite-finished full 

course in September 2009, (See her article on page 3.) Their bravery and patience paved the way for the classes in 2010. 

Thanks, Mason County, and bon voyage to all who are just now embarking on the new journey of online training. 

This new year also signaled ―good riddance‖ to the budget woes of 2009. The difficulties are not all behind us, but 2009 

was a doozie.  Master Gardeners can be proud that, in spite of all the local funding battles, they still have a teaching pres-

ence in 36 of Washington’s 39 counties, just as was the case before the 2009 budget woes began.  

In my review of 2009 annual reports from the WSU faculty and staff who manage Master Gardener programs, it is clear 

that Master Gardeners are carrying the torch in their communities, meeting the increased public demand to learn more 

about growing their own food (groceries), taking on leadership roles at new community gardens, and promoting sustain-

able landscape practices.  

http://mastergardener.wsu.edu/mgfws/index.html
http://redlion.rdln.com/HotelLocator/HotelOverview.aspx?metaID=46
http://redlion.rdln.com/HotelLocator/HotelOverview.aspx?metaID=46
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Gardening on a Rock 
~~Jody Burns, San Juan County Master Gardener 

Three years ago, the San Juan County Master Gardeners assumed responsibility for an annual Native Plant Sale, tradition-

ally held by the county conservation district.  It has become the major fundraiser for our Master Gardeners Foundation, a 

surprise to us all, but a welcome one!   

Native plants are important additions to any garden, but here in San Juan County, they are critical to maintaining the natu-

ral plant habitat which we all enjoy.  Their cultivation also makes gardening with deer, or near the seashore easier.   Gar-

deners in our county face these challenges all year around!  Like other rural areas, deer have a major presence on our is-

lands, where there are no natural predators.  Living on islands our gardens are often swept 

by windy storms which carry with them salt spray, or are close by undisturbed wetlands, 

or on thin topsoil over a rock base.   Some parts of the individual islands also face water-

supply issues in the summer 

By carefully observing the native plants, we can create gardens which give visual pleasure 

all year around, but don’t have to be fenced from deer, and which conserve water usage.  

For example, the native Ribes sanguineum (flowering red current) is a beautiful Washing-

ton native which the deer won’t eat and which is tolerant of both sun and shade.  In 

spring, it’s one of the first plants to bloom, and its black fall fruit give fall interest in the 

garden.  Native bulbs, corms, rhizomes and tubers, such as Lilium columbianum (tiger 

lily), or Camassia quamash, (camas) or Iris tenax (Pacific iris) all provide beautiful 

spring and summer flowers to enjoy in the garden or inside in a vase.   If you want shrubs, 

the evergreen huckleberry, twinberry, false Solomon’s seal, or the native Rhododendron 

all grow relatively carefree in our gardens.  Native trees, from evergreen conifers to glori-

ously fall-colored deciduous trees add beauty to the wild landscape.  

The sale requires intense work for three days, consistent record keeping and publicity for 

about two months—and a wild guessing game in August.  

The Guessing Game.  We order our plants from the Plants Material Center (PMC) located in Bow, Washington 

(pmcsales@clearwire.net or (360) 757-1094).  Our order must be submitted in August for plants sold the last Saturday in 

February.  The only information on which to base our order is statistics of past sales, (here’s where the record keeping 

comes in), and intuition.  Each year we struggle with what to order, other than Douglas fir, red flowering currant, ever-

green huckleberry and vine maple—all of which are proven winners.  Each year we always have a few plants which don’t 

sell well. We put these plants in our demo garden, tend to them carefully, and sell them at the May plant sale on San Juan 

Island.   Each year we record an inventory of unsold plants and hope this list will guide us the following year.  The order 

is still an annual guessing game.  Luckily, we’ve never had a year in which we didn’t finally sell all the plants or take a 

loss because some didn’t sell.   

Record Keeping and Publicity.  The Native Plant Sale is a primarily a pre-order/pick-up at later date sale, though we do 

have a few extra plants to sell the day of the sale. We begin taking pre-orders in December.  Customers can order online 

or by mail.  Keeping track of on-going sales numbers is critical.  We use an Excel spreadsheet to record orders as they are 

received.  In addition to individual orders, the spreadsheet tallies total sales by plant and island (the sale occurs on San 

Juan, Orcas, and Lopez Islands), and alerts us when a plant is sold out.  The website is accordingly updated.   The Native 

(Gardening on a Rock, continued on page 5) 

very good way to keep the conference registration fee affordable.   

Online registration for the conference itself will begin on February 15.  It definitely is to your advantage to register early, 

because the registration fee will increase two times before the conference begins (see chart, below).   Whenever you reg-

ister, do keep in mind the fee includes two lunches and two dinners. 

  

 

 

 

I hope you’ll take a second now to mark your calendar with a reminder so that, come February 15, you will register for 

what promises to be a memorable and educational event. 

(2010 Advanced-Education Conference, continued from page 1) 

Registration Dates Registration Fee 

Feb. 15 through April 30 $170 

May 1 through July 14 $190 

July 15 through registration close $210 

Photo by Walter Siegmund  

Lilium columbianum  

mailto:pmcsales@clearwire.net
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Mason County was pleased to present online training to our new class of trainees in the fall. We were all a bit tentative at 

first, but with the help of a great group of volunteer mentors and members, we were able to turn a scary proposition into a 

really great training tool. 

During the week, the trainees reviewed the lessons assigned and completed the activities and quizzes. When we met in 

class on Friday, we had a variety of things planned, depending on the subject matter for the week.  

Sometimes we brought in plant samples, written reference materials and laptops. We then presented the class with 

different scenarios for what a client may be asking. We were fortunate to have high-speed wireless internet access, so the 

trainees could get online to find current, up-to-date, research-based information in providing their answers. They worked 

together in teams, which really built a sense of camaraderie amongst the group. Veteran mentors were present to help 

when needed. The group would then present the answer they came up with, and explain how they arrived at that 

conclusion. 

We were also fortunate to include a few field trips in the afternoon sessions. We toured the Washington State Patrol 

Academy, which is located a very short distance away from our training site. The lead gardener for the Academy was 

( Mason County Online Training, continued on page 6) 

Master Gardener Online Training is Here! 

~~R. Jeanne Rehwaldt, Mason County Master Gardener Program Coordinator  

Lake-Friendly Landscape Design for Moses Lake 
~~Barbara Guilland , Master Gardener, Grant-Adams Counties 

Grant-Adams Counties Master Gardeners were invited by the state Department of 

Ecology to take part in a presentation to the Moses Lake community on Lake-

Friendly Landscape Design on May 12, 2009. Master Gardeners Mary Shinn, 

Cynthia Calbick, Barbara Guilland, and Jean Anderson, who own property on or 

near Moses Lake, set about finding out what the special problems of Moses Lake 

were and how those who live in the lake’s watershed and/or have property along 

its shore could help improve its quality. The presentation was made to about 

30 people.  

First of all, the Master Gardeners presented some facts they had learned about the 

lake and the community that surrounds it. Moses Lake is a warm, shallow lake 

with a shoreline of approximately 62 miles. Nutrient-laden silt is deposited into 

the lake from development in the watershed and from natural phenomena like oc-

casional wind storms.  The watershed is 2,450 

square miles and supports around 30,000 residents residing in small towns and on 

rangeland, dry-land farms, and irrigated crop farms. The soils in the area are naturally 

high in phosphate. The much studied lake has been classified as ―hyper-eutrophic,‖ 

indicating that it receives excessive nutrient loading, in particular phosphorus and ni-

trates.  The nutrient loading causes the overproduction of algae, which can form un-

sightly floating mats during the summer.     

In their presentation the group identified ways that people could, after becoming in-

formed about their effect, begin limiting pollutants, especially phosphorus, that end up 

in Moses lake.   Runoff is by far the leading contributor to pollution of urban water-

ways in Washington. They pointed out that water runoff of any kind – storm drains, irrigation, washing the car in the 

driveway, over-watering  lawns, as well as drainage from upstream fisheries and agriculture draining into Crab Creek – 

goes directly into Moses Lake. Most people, unaware of what is actually needed for good plant growth, too often use the 

wrong kind of fertilizer, apply it too heavily, and too close to the shoreline. They also identified other common sources of 

pollutants going directly into the lake—leaky or failing septic systems and untreated feces from pets, livestock, and wild 

bird populations, particularly geese. 

Lake property owners have a special responsibility to maintain good stewardship in protecting the lake because it also 

affects the worth of their property, so the presentation covered alternatives to bulkheads—for which permits are unlikely 

to be issued these days—and the important role vegetated buffers would play in redesigning lake shoreline into a lake-

friendly landscape. They found examples of alternative ―engineered‖ solutions that would soften and stabilize shorelines: 

full or pocket beach installations; terraced retaining walls set back from the shoreline; large flat rocks, logs, and other 

woody debris at shoreline; bioengineered slope stabilization (live revetment, coir mats) and vegetated buffers.   

(Lake-Friendly, continued on page 7) 

Photo by Jean Anderson, Grant-Adams Master Gardener Program  

Dust Storm over Moses Lake, 2005  

Photo by Barbara  Guilland, Mary  Shinn & Cynthia Calbick 

Algae 
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Small, but Mighty:  The Stevens County Master Gardener Program 

~~One in an occasional series highlighting Master Gardener programs across Washington state 

I asked Tonie Fitzgerald the other day to tell me where Stevens County is.  ―Think of Washington as the United States,‖ 

she said.  ―Pend Oreille County would be Maine and Stevens County is New Hampshire.‖  

―Pretty close to right,‖ said Ivy Nelson, Stevens County Master Gardener Program Coordinator, when I called her a few 

days later.  By the time I finished talking with Ivy, and Kathy Brogan, one of the Master Gardener volunteers in Stevens 

County, I was convinced that, although this is definitely a small county tucked into the northeast corner of our state, Ste-

vens County has a mighty and committed group of Master Gardeners.  What else can explain the effort put forth by only 

35 volunteers? 

The Master Gardener program arrived in Stevens County with an initial training session in 2003.  Interest in the program 

has consistently resulted in completely full training classes.  Today there are approximately 35 volunteers in the program 

in this county of 40,000 residents.  Last year Ivy began to coordinate program activities.  This is a half-time commitment 

for her; she also provides staff support for the 4-H program and the ―front office‖ of the Stevens County Extension Office, 

located in Colville.    

According to Ivy, the Stevens County Master Gardeners are extraordinarily self-directed.  Individual Master Gardeners 

have taken the initiative, for example, to independently manage three plant clinics they staff at farmers markets located in 

Colville and Chewelah.  For each clinic, a veteran Master Gardener organizes and schedules volunteers to work the clinics 

on Wednesdays and Saturdays. 

The Stevens County Fairgrounds is the location of a very instructive demonstration garden.  The ―demonstration‖ changes 

each year: in 2008, Master Gardeners spotlighted how to de-

velop a square-foot garden.  Last year, the garden showed off 

―lasagna‖ or sheet composting and in 2010, the garden will be 

subdivided to focus on native plants, xeriscaping, perennials 

and annuals. 

―Sowing Seeds for Supper‖ was a hugely successful Saturday 

forum organized by the Stevens County Master Gardeners last 

March.  Targeting county residents who wanted to learn how to 

grow vegetables, the one-day program included 16 separate 

classes, four in each of four time slots.  Master Gardeners even 

provided a ―hearty snack‖ over the noon hour, to encourage 

participants to remain for the early-afternoon classes.  ―How-

to‖ classes were taught by the Master Gardeners, as well as by a 

few knowledgeable community and business members.  There 

were 97 people at this event, and its success was due in no small part because nearly all the Stevens County Master Gar-

deners worked to make it so.  Sowing Seeds for Supper is scheduled to repeat next month, on March 27. 

Other projects the Stevens County Master Gardeners are involved in are a local annual garden tour, for which they are 

docents, answering questions about the gardens’ plants and their cultural requirements. 

They also have worked at two long-term care facilities, in Colville and Chewelah, helping residents start plants that they 

later transplanted to the facilities’ landscaping.  In Chewelah, the project involved both residents and their families, and 

became a very popular interactive event for them.  Master Gardeners assisted with ―adaptive gardening,‖ using raised 

beds to engage residents with limited mobility and their families in activities. 

Like most counties, Stevens will use online training for new Master Gardeners for the first time this year.  They plan to 

integrate the online core classes with face-to-face meetings every other week, where local topics will be covered.  The 

sessions will run for 14 weeks, ending in late April.  

The Stevens County Master Gardeners are well enough organized that they seldom take time for formal meetings. Ivy 

plans quarterly whole-group meetings starting this year.  These will incorporate additional continuing-education opportu-

nities.   

Master Gardeners in Stevens County are very committed to their work. They do whatever it takes to assure a successful 

program,‖ says Kathy Brogan, ―really, none of this feels like work.  We each come away with much more than we bring 

to the program.‖ 

—Reported by Mary Shane, MGFWS 

Photo by Brian Rowley 

Stevens County Master Gardener Demonstration Garden 
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King County Foundation Looking for Grant-Program Applicants in 
Second Year of A’Key Grant Program 
~~Judy Porterfield, President, King County Master Gardener Foundation  

What’s on your organization’s wish list?  There’s still enough time to plan that great new project and apply for funding 

from the A’Key Memorial Grant program. This program, sponsored by the King County Master Gardener Foundation, is 

designed to assist and support Master Gardener organizations in 

non-urban counties of Washington State and awards up to $1,500 

each year to a Master Gardener Program (or programs). The 

application deadline is July 1, and the winner (or winners) will be 

announced at the State Conference this September in Vancouver. 

This year of continued budgetary challenges could just be the 

perfect year to try something new! 

The first Ellen A'Key Grant was awarded on September 25, 2009 

to Adams County for the Othello-based Old Hotel Drought 

Tolerant Garden. Master Gardeners Linda Crosier and Terry Rice, 

in partnership with the Lions Club and representatives from the 

Old Hotel Art Gallery, are working together to improve a vacant 

lot by turning the small, unused space into a local, drought-

tolerant test garden.  

Joint programs with other non-profits or public agencies are 

eligible too. Application forms and information are available on the websites of the State Foundation (MGFWS) and the 

MGFKC (mgfkc.org), or through your county program director, as well as from Tonie Fitzgerald, statewide Program 

Leader. The program was developed to foster innovation and creativity, stimulate problem solving and creative solutions, 

encourage a sense of unity and community among all Master Gardeners in the state, and to make possible programs that 

otherwise might struggle or never be able to progress beyond the planning stage.  

Photo by Terry Rice, Adams County Master Gardener 

Volunteers begin work on the site in Othello, Washington 

Plant Sale is a long-standing event in San Juan County, but we still advertise through posters, newspaper advertisements 

and articles, and online information.   

Three Days of Intense Work.  Day One: A Drive to the PMC in 

Bow to Pick up the Plants.  As we’re dependent upon ferries, this 

requires nearly the whole day and a big truck.  It also requires an 

accurate record of each island’s orders so the right plants go to the 

right islands. 

Day Two: Bundling. Plants are sold in bundles of five but come to us in bundles from 25 to 50.  We spend 4-6 hours the 

day before the sale, bundling plants, filling the pre-orders, and organizing the sale site for easy pick-up, and sale of over 

flow plants.  This is not rocket science, but it does require careful attention to detail! 

Day Three:  Volunteers, Volunteers, Volunteers---to greet customers, retrieve the orders, check those orders to make sure 

the customer got what they ordered, take payment, and, most important of all, 

provide information about the horticultural requirements of all the plants.  One 

of the most important resources we have at the sale is a notebook, filled with 

color pictures of mature plants, horticultural requirements, transplanting/planting 

instructions for each plant, and handouts with this same information.  It is vitally 

important that customers understand that these are bare root plants which must 

be cared for carefully and immediately.  They are not nursery stock and some 

plant failure can occur.  The price of the plants, which is relatively inexpensive, 

makes this risk acceptable.   

The Native Plant Sale has become a popular Master Gardener event in San Juan 

County and among Master Gardeners.  Not only does it encourage the use of native plants, but also it raises critically 

needed funds to support our on-going programs, such as the diagnostic clinic, site visits to local gardeners, and commu-

nity education for San Juan County residents.  If you are interested in doing a Native Plant Sale in your county, we’d be 

glad to answer any questions.  Email Jody Burns (davisj@u.washington.edu) or phone our WSU Extension (360) 378-

4414 and ask for the Master Gardener Volunteer Coordinator, Kris Bayas.   

(Gardening on a Rock, continued from page 2)  

As we’re dependent upon ferries, 

this requires nearly the whole day 

and a big truck . . . 

Photo by Mark Robinson 

Red Flowering Currant 

mailto:davisj@u.washington.edu
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enrolled as a member of the class. He has decided to add more natives to the landscape at the Academy and is anxious to 

begin volunteering in clinic 

Another afternoon found us at Kennedy Creek Salmon Trail. The trainees were given cards containing information about 

their stop on the trail. We sent them out in groups and then the 

final group walked to the first station. After being ―taught‖ about 

the site, we all moved to the next station. We continued this way 

until we were through the whole trail. The salmon were busy 

swimming up the creek to spawn, and even in the rain it was a 

wonderful experience. It really brought home why habitat is so 

important and why we strive to protect it in our program as 

Master Gardeners. 

During the final class the trainees gave 15-minute presentations 

to the whole group. We had a wide variety of presentations, 

including how to build a stand for lights when starting seedlings, 

a walking tour of trees in downtown Shelton, lasagna gardening, 

and how to make garden art. With this wonderful list of topics, we have our Speakers Bureau all set for the year! The 

finale included a potluck (Master Gardeners always seem to be the best cooks) and presentation of certificates. I have had 

many of the interns comment that they miss our Friday classes and the get-together. If you are starting online training in 

your county, be excited, and be open to all the new possibilities it presents to make our program even better. Good Luck! 

(Mason County Online Training, continued from page 3)  

Photo by Willie Schmidt, Mason County 

Master Gardener Students at Kennedy Creek, Mason County 

Showcase the WSU Master Gardener Program:  Legislative Day in Olympia 

Wednesday, February 10, 2010 

This is the second year of the Washington state legislature’s biennial session.  During this year, the Master Gardener 

Foundation of Washington State sponsors ―Legislative Day.‖  It’s one of the few opportunities we have to showcase our 

WSU Master Gardener program for our counties’ respective 

senators and members of the House of Representatives. 

Again this year, Legislative Day is coordinated by Ed 

LaCrosse, King County Master Gardener and past president of 

the state foundation.  The event is scheduled for Wednesday, 

February 10.  On that day, leaders from local Master Gardener 

programs from all corners of the state are encouraged to 

journey to Olympia to tell their legislators just how valuable 

the program is for their constituents. 

All too often the only time the legislature hears from us is in 

times of budget crises.  Although this session is another very difficult time fiscally, the state Master Gardener foundation 

invites you to bring a positive, inspiring message to Olympia. 

Please contact your local Master Gardener foundation/program leadership to arrange to participate in this event.  It’s 

beneficial to bring along a one-page fact sheet that highlights your program’s accomplishments during the last year or so.  

We advise scheduling an appointment with your legislator so that you can promote the Master Gardener program face-to-

face.  If that is not feasible, you might want to try to meet with one of their staff, who will make sure their legislator 

knows that you have visited.  Or you might consider arranging an invitation for your representatives to attend one of your 

organizations events in their district, your county. 

Washington State Capitol 
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The speakers pointed out that many of the engineered solu-

tions require permits, professional help, and are likely to be 

cost-prohibitive unless they are part of new construction on 

the lake.  However, integrating a vegetated buffer into an 

existing landscape is something almost any homeowner can 

do right now.  A vegetated buffer can be thought of as con-

sisting of three zones: 

(1) Riparian extends into the water and two or more feet 

upland. Aquatic plants and reeds, sedges, and cattails grow 

there. Plants used must tolerate wet soil. 

(2) The Lower Bank is a 5- to 20-foot area further from 

the water. Native plants are valuable there because they 

don’t need fertilizer or pesticides, seldom need water, attract 

birds and beneficial insects, and can filter out pollutants before they reach water. Soil moisture varies depending on slope 

into the lake. 

(3) The Upper Bank designates land closest to the house, far enough away from the lake to prevent accidental runoff 

and suitable for lawn, vegetable garden, ornamentals, those plants that demand extra care and irrigation.   

Part of what shoreline owners will need to do is re-think what a beautiful shoreline is.  Manicured lawns on the shoreline 

can be demanding and uninteresting. They require high maintenance (mowing, edging, irrigation) and fertilizer applica-

tion causing increased runoff and pollutant load and attractants 

to nuisance geese. A more natural landscape can frame and 

enhance views by adding variety and seasonal interest while 

maintaining shoreline stability.  

The group’s hope was that the presentation would lead home-

owners to the conclusion that the best thing they could do to 

make their landscape more lake-friendly was to pull their lawn 

back from the water’s edge.  It could be as simple as removing 

a 5-10 foot strip of turf along the water’s edge or bulkhead and  

planting shrubs, trees, and native plants in the new Lower 

Zone.  Then covering the soil with a non-nutritious mulch that 

would be replenished again in following years.  The presenta-

tion concluded with native plants lists and a CD showing plant 

characteristics and suitable combinations for Vegetated Buffer Zones in the Columbia Basin area.   

After the presentation, the Master Gardeners were asked to partner with various Grant County entities: the Department of 

Ecology, Moses Lake Irrigation District, and Grant County PUD. The presentation was also made at the Grant County 

Fair in 2009 and may be presented in a class format for the Moses Lake Park Department or through  Big Bend Commu-

nity College enrichment classes.    

(Lake-Friendly, continued from page 3) 

Photo by Barbara  Guilland, Mary  Shinn & Cynthia Calbick 

Riparian and Lower Zones  

Photo by Barbara  Guilland, Mary  Shinn & Cynthia Calbick 

Lake-Friendly Shoreline  

The Grant-Adams Master Gardeners presentation (see article above) concluded with the demonstration of how native 

plants can be used to great benefit to homeowners and their surroundings.  They briefly explained that native plants are 

ones that occur naturally in a particular region, ecosystem or habitat without direct or indirect human action: plants that 

existed in the region prior to human intervention. The use of native plants fits well with the Master Gardener mantra – 

―The right plant in the right place.‖ 

Gardening with native plants may require changed garden expectations of a perfectly weed-free lawn, an English garden, 

and carefully clipped shrubs. But the considered selection of native plants leads to an appreciation of the natural beauty of  

local native plants and engenders recognition of a new kind of natural perfection. Natives readily fit humans’ garden 

needs for play, beauty, and relaxation, while enhancing conditions for native birds, insects and water life. Their use can 

reduce work for the gardener and reduce impact on the environment from runoff and erosion. 

Reasons presented for using native plants are that they are adapted to local conditions of heat, cold, soil, moisture, wild-

(Using Native Plants, continued on page  8) 

Lake-Friendly Landscapes Using Native Plants 

~~Cynthia Calbick, Grant-Adams Counties Master Gardener  
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life and local plant and insect communities.  Natives don’t need pesticides or fertilizer. They don’t need additional water 

and use less resources including human energy.  Native grasses don’t need weekly mowing, and some are suitable substi-

tutes for formal lawns. 

Native plants and grasses benefit the environment through improved water 

quality in lakes and streams because their deep roots slow runoff, prevent 

erosion and, in many cases, help to eliminate 

soil toxins. Their use can improve water and air 

quality because they require less intervention 

from humans using mowers, blowers, and other 

power machines. Use of natives can save water 

because they require none besides rain. Natives 

benefit and support native wildlife that devel-

oped in conjunction with the plants. Finally, natives are unlikely to be invasive because they 

developed in a complete community with natural controls and balances. 

Finally the concepts of garden-design basics such as color, texture, size, shape, season of 

interest were noted as information needed when selecting native plants for any garden. The 

presentation concluded with gardening resources that included WSU publications. Partici-

pants were each given a CD showing native plant photos of Eastern Washington. They were 

also given regional vendor information and handouts about plant characteristics, such as growth information about size, 

shape, water need, temperature, soil needs for various natives. 

(Using Native Plants, continued from page 7) 

Photo by Cynthia Calbick  

Camassia quamash: Camas 

Photo by Cynthia Calbick, Grant-Adams Counties Master Gardener  
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